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ah. th that. Attn the toon bon to tr 


i Per. 2:25; 


For ye were as ſhe going aftray, but 
|... are now returned unto the $ hepherd 


and Biſhop of your Souls. 


max HE condition of thoſe m the 

BY Text, both for what they had 
S898 been once, and for what they 
By now were; that is, for their firgy 
ing and returning again, looks ſo 
like our cafe oflate (whoever abySind err'd 
and {tray'd from all the ways of duty both to 
God 'and man, butare now happily returned 
to the Shepherds and Biſhops of our Souls ) 
you may perhaps imagine this Text to be cho- 
ſen of purpoſe to purſue thoſe two Blown Ar- 


CuUMents 
a 2 And 


G ) Ve were 4s Sheep going aſtray, &C. 


And therefore before I proceed farther, it 
will be neceſlary.to deliver you from thoſe 
thoughtsand perhaps that fear. For thoughthe 
miſchiefs in the one, and Bleflings in the other 
be ſuch, as deſerve never-to be forgotten ; yet 
poſlibly may not endure a perpetual importu- 
nate Remembrancer. | 

And the truth is, the very words and phraſe 
of the text, which only at the firft bluſh carries 
us upon thoſe thoughts, will leave us, if we 
look alittle nearer to them. For the Straying 
here will prove to be of another kind, and 
the - Return will -be found, to be. to ano- 
ther Biſhop. "The ſtraying here was of ſuch as 
had err'd hike Sheep, whereas ours had little or 
nothing of the Sheep in it, ſave the Lheeps 
clothing; for drefſ'd upthey were with pre- 
tenſes. as ſoft. as wool, Goas glry, Purity of wor- 
ſhip, Chriſtian liberty, nothing worſe then theſe, 

and ſo mdeed they err'd like Sheep, as if they 
had been. ſuch; but the truth is, it was liker 
the rapging of W olyes, tearing and devour- 
ing, then the {traying of weak and lilly Sheep. 
And for the returning likewiſe here, though 
it wasto a Biſhop, yet I dare not be fo bold 
wath him that. bears that name in the text , 
directly to apply it to our Biſhops, nor ad- 
vance our return to this. The 


s 


'1 Pet. 2:25. 


© "The Biſhophere was no doubt our. bleſled 
Lord and. Saviour, whom God haſelf had 
conſecrated and ordained to that office ; 
but our Biſhops are not otherwiſe concerned 


here- then as they can make their title from 


and. under -him; but if that may. be done 
hereafter, I truſt you will not be- againſt "it. 
In the- mean time; if there'were no-more in 
it, me thinks this ſhould be 'enough to recon- 
ile the Presbyterjans. to the 'name of a Biſbop , 
which-.our Saviour himſelf hath vouch: 

to take'upon him. But having laid aſtde that 
argument, which the words: at- firſt ſight 
ſeem'd to offer, I beſpeak your attention to 
one of a more common intereſt, which con- 
cerns all that would be Chriſtians, whoſe 
character it is. Who from the ways of {1n 
and error, are return'd to the faith and obedi- 
enceof our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, who to:reduce 
us from thoſe ways hath taken upon him to 
be our Shepherd and Biſhop. 

The main pointis, That God of his mercy 
complying with the neceſ»ities and infirmities of nature, 
hath erefled an Office of truſt and confidence in 
his Church, under the quality of a Shepherd and 
Biſhp, to diref and guide us, who otherwiſe would 
erre and ſtray like-fheep, and ſo be loft. for ow 

T | 


(CP) 


< 4) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 


-* He particulars incident to this are, firſt. 
| - The neceſsiry ot it, impli'd in our natural 
condition, who like Sheep are of themſelves apt 
tocrreand go aſtray. 2. The accommdation we 
have for it- For what ſhould they do- which 
are 'out of the way, but return?” ''and- to 
whom' ſhould 'Sheep return but to a Shep- 
herd ? in ot Shop but to him that came 
to ſeek and ſave that which was hoſt *. and where 
uld they find ry faſe and ſure a retreat , 

as in him who purchas'd them with his own 
blood ? All theſe are accompliſhed im our 
blefled Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom we ſhall 
conſider, firſt in his office of Shepherd or 
Biſhop; then in .his Flock or Diocef, the 
Souls of men. Fe are returned, &c. 


"THe fir{t thin _— meet with in the text, 

13 our natural condition. That we were 

as Sheep that had gone aſtray. And the con- 
feſſion of this is the firſt thing we meet with 
m our Liturgy. We have erred and firay'd like 
loft Sheep. And though it were fit and ne- 
ceſfary it ſhould be there, for, ſure I am, 
we never err d worle then f{ince we laid that 


by ; yet here we look upon it in another relati- 
on and uſe; it isthe firit ſtone to be. laid in 
this 


XUM 


55; 1: Pet. 2.25. 
ay Ann 12 the erection of the office of 
er 


a S and Biſhop. The infirmities of 
the are the ground of the neceſſity 
of a S d. 

But now that while we are {peaking of our 


errors, We do not commit one , we muſt 
know , firſt what bind of crring this is, and 
then how we fell into. the fatal neceſſity of it. 
What it. is, the Biſhoprthat mult lead us, out 
ofit, willtell us; for heis the Biſhap. of our 
fouls: and therefore our Straying here muſt 
be that of the Soul. For any our natu- 

ral infhrmities do expoſe ustocrror in many 
things elſe, yea almoſt in all other things, 

even thoſe that are within the reach of ſenſe 
and reaſon : there 1s not any thing in Nature , 
in Art in Philoſophy , though commonly re- 
ceived for _ which of late time 1s not 
charged with error, and it may be ſome- 

times not without cauſe ; yet without any 
great regard here, if the Soul be not con- 
cern' 

Now if we be fo liable to error in the things 
of this life , where both the end and the way 
to them,are within the compaſs of the eye, 
is which: we erre; as it were,. in our own 


Countrey , where we are bred and born ; we 


muſt 


(5) 


(6) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, GC. 


muſt certainly ' loſe-our- way , where we 
Countrey;| as thoſe bleſſed Saints ; who beſt 
knew the ways of the ſoul, confeſſed, ' that 
they were ſtrangers and pilgrims here! Heb. 11. 
14.” And they whichfay ſo; ſbew plainly that - 
ſeek a Countrey', and that a better , that is , 

a heavenly., where God' hath propend for them 
a City. They-:muft needs be diſappointed 
that ſeek for. Heaven upon: earth, where 
there is nothing fatted and proportion'd to 
the Soul either for: the nature or the deſires 
of it.' :iThe: Soul:is- immortal , and cannot 
be provided for; where all things are'liable 
to change and» mortality ;-for when it ſhall 
ſarvive them, it will be ata 16ſs, till it find 
a Countrey like it ſelf; 'that is everlaſting and 
ummortal.. 
And as the nature, ſo the deſires of the 
Soul are unfatished here; the eye is not 
fatished with ſeeing ,' nor the ear with hear- 
ing, nor the underſtanding with knowledg; 
nor the heart with the /bett and choiceſt de- 
lights ofit. 'Weare ſoon wearied and- tir'd: 
with what wehave; and areasthirity of that 
we have not.. » Inour plenty as craving; as 
others in their greatelt wants. The/goods of 


this 


. 


1 Pet. 2. 23% 


plur ſtiuesr. They that have the: 


ſhare and portion in them, of Wealths, of 
Honour , ofPower , donot (leep the better , 
nor are their bodies leſs comber'd with diſea- 
ſes, nor their minds freer from vexations.and 


troubles. And therefore as the Saints"'T 


nam'd before, did by what they willingly 


ſuffer'd here, ſhew plainly that they ſought 
another Countrey ; ſo by this is ſhewn as 
plainly , that they had cauſe to do fo. W 

Now here lies the fatal neceſſity of erring, 
they ſeek a Countrey and City hav and 
ble and unknown to nature, either what the 
fate of that Countrey is, or by what laws 


the. Citizens thereof are to be govern'd. And . 


when we walk in the dark 1t is not ſtrange 
we ſhould loſe our way. 

A chict part of that way- lies, firſt m the 
knowledg and worſhip of that God', who 
had prepar'd for them a City, by what Sa- 
crifices, Rites and Ceremonies he 'will be 
ſervd. How much ofthat may be had by 
' nature, 'we learn by thoſe, who were moſt 
likely to know , but did not, who were the 
maſtersof knowledge to moſt other Nations, 


when 


: "Np O50 
this world are Hydropick all , qzo plur bibuntar 


for of fach S. Paasl ſpeaks Row. 1.  WhoRen. :. 
b | 


£8) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 


when they profe{l'd themſelves to be wiſe, as 

well they might m-many other things, yet.in 

this of Gods worſhyp, they became fools. For 

Rom.1.23 they turned the glory of 1he uncorruptible God, into 
the ſimilitude and image of corruptible Man, and 
'of birds, and fourfooted beaſis, and of creeping 
things. 

The right way of worſhipping God ( ſince 
reveal'd tous to be by Jeſus Chriſt ) was not 
only unknown to them , but to thoſe to 

| whom God had more. peculiarly imparted 
vb, 3.5. DUMTelf. The myſterie of Chriſt Epheſ. 3. 5. in 
other ages was not made known to the Sons of men , 
untill he was reveal'd unto his holy Apoſiles and Pro- 
phets by his Spirit. Yea it was unknown to the 
very Angels, who when it was firſt reveal'd, 
in a kind of admiration and curiofity e7:bu3ow 
1 Pet.1,12- Tapaxuai, defir'd to look , the word {1gnihes 
earneſtly to pry into. And that which the An- 
go Heaven did not know , certainly the 
ons of men could not. 

The other part of the way to that heavenly 
Countrey in which we may naturally ſeem to 
have ſome skill , the way of vertue, that is, 

Tir, 2. 12.10 the ſtile of Scripture , to hve godly , right- 
eouſly and ſoberly in this preſent world , appeared 
to the very Heathen to be the only way to 


happr- 


_L_L_Ez3E DS DOTTED] EE 


hid 6 wes _ 


-1*,> 1:1; Tie an Ihe 
happineſs. - Yet theſe natural | impreſſions 
were ſo dim and imperfect , both.through 
Original corruption, and the over-ruling 
power of paſſion and lult, that of thoſe things 
they knew , they held the truth in unright- 
couſneſs , even to the very perverting of the 
courſe of nature as the Apoſtle obſerves of 
them in the ſame place, Rom. 1. Re 

Belides, . many zertues they knew not , 
which are the glory of Chriſtianity , as Humi- 
lity , Denying our ſelves, Taking up the Crop, 
Forgiving and Loying our enemies, 10 their 
eyes looked more like follies then vertues, and 
ſothey would have done in ours too, if we 
had had no better guide then our ſelves to 
lead us. 

By this we may ſee the neceſſity we have 
of Leading ; -let us now ſee the accommodation 
we have tor it in the Leader. Our bleſſed 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon every way.htted 
for the purpoſe , both for his skill, and good 
will; He knew beſt the Heavenly Countrey , 
whuther we are going , and the way tot ; for 
he came, from thence , from the boſom of 
his Father. And for his good will to. his own, 
we cannot doubt they are the Sheep which 
he had purchaſed with his blood, and OY 
b 2 | t 


: + ; 
(10). Te were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 
that had a juſt title to govern in what Lordly 
way of Secular domination he peaſed; yet 
chofe that caſte gentle way as Shepherds ufe 
to lead their . And fach he profeffed 
john 10.1: hirfſelf to. be. I am the godd Shepherd: the 
good Shepherd giveth bit life for the Sheep, and He 
made it good in every point while he was 
upon carth; He went abont doing good , 
reaching the Goſpel, healing the diſeaſes of 
on Sheep , forgiving their fins, till he came 
| oy aſt and hardeſt work of a good Shep- 

rd, Helaid down his life for hs Sheep. 

Yet his Paſtoral care died not with him. 
As he wasa Prieft for ever ; ſo he wasa Shep- 
herd'for ever ; for after he had m perfon afcen- 
ded into Heaven, he took care for his flock that 
he left behind Him, that they myght not be as 
Sheep without a Shepherd. And from 
waheſ, 4. FENCE gave gifts uno men, ſome Apoſiles , ſome 
Prophets, ſome” Paſtors and Teachers, @c. 'to 
contmue {till his Paſtoral charge upon earth : 
and they were the fame perſons which before 
he went hehad defigned fort, and for the 
Mat.15.24 fame reafor that the Father ſent Him;, f0 ſeek 
all" ſave rhe Sheeg that were bft, "as appears wn! | 


- 


the preamble r6the' commiſſion” grvet to the 
Mat-9-36. Apoſtles. | Mar. 9.36. hen he ſaw the multi- 
| tude 


es ee An 


1 Pet. 2. 25. ( _ 
tude he had compaſsiom on them , becauſe they Were 
diſperſed and ſcattered abroad like Sheep having 
Sh 4. This commiſſion ind —_ 

e loſt Sheep of the houſe of Iſrael while 

hows alive; but when he roſe again from 
the dead, He renewed and enlarged it to 
the loſt Sheep of all the world. Go and teach mie.2s.rg 
all Nations. 

And as he affi the perſons, ſrent nmifht 
me Pater. 4s the Father fent me ſo ſend I you. Job.20.21 
He Inſtitated hkewiſe the office it ſelf in all the 
pornts and parts of it. 

r. Go and teach alf' Nations , baptizing , &c. Mat.28.19 
there he gave the power of preaching and 
baptizing. 

2. He commands a perpetual memorial 
of his death, m the Sacrament of his 'blefled 
— --- blood. Hec facite, &c.” Hons 

them at the fame time the © 

above fie Km Whoſe fins ye remit they Joh-29.23 
are remitted, &c. 

4. And before" that in caſe of cotitumacy 
he gave power toexcommitnicate offenders , 
If he will not hear the Church , i'r him be a4 hea- Maz.18. 17 
thea and publican. 

'5. He ordered them: how and What"'to 
pray. Vhenye pray ſay , &c. Mas.6.g.. 
| 6. He 


5 


C12) Ye were as Sbeep going aſtray, &c. 
; 6., He gave' them power and jurisdition * 
over falſe Shepherds ,. to expel them from the 
Mar. 7.19. lock. Beware of falſe Prophets which come to 
youn, $ beeps clathing ; but inwardl ly are Yavenng. 


VVaolves,.. Theſe, and the like are the parts of 


& 


the Shepherds office. 
111 And to all thelc inthe zhird place he gave 
l beſides a divine vertue and efficacy to work 
ſupernatural. cfle&ts upon the, Soul. Not 
= the inſtitution, but the power alſo is 
from him. And therefore by S. Paul he is cal- 
\Per.s.,, ed the great S d, and by S. Peter 
 &pxrroiunr the Chief $ d. . The cure of 
Souls was originally.in him, «4x-Te*1:rix6%, but 
9.42xox6:; muniſterially and derivatively inthe 
Shepherds under him. 

iv. And fourthly, that their leading might 
be taken and acknowledged for his, He ap- 
pointed that all ſhould be done in His name. 
That they ſhould Preach in his name, Pray 
in His name, Aſſemble together in His name, 
Calt out Devils.in His name. And accord- 
ingly S. Paul, when he judg'd the inceſtuous 
Corimbian to be delivered unto Satan , 1 Cr. 
5- 4- hedid it in thename and power of Chriſt, 
And when 2G. 5.. 10. he abſolved him, 
it was in perſona Chriſti, All was His. 


To 


T- Fe, $2; Ou 

To the Apoſtles it may be all this was al- 
lowed , but not therefore to all other Shep- 
herds after.” Yes, to all that can rightly claim 
from Him. His pronuſe was to be with 
them to the end of the world, that is, longer 
then any Apoltle could live. Iam ſure the 
neceſlities of the Sheep will be the ſame for 
ever; for Sheep we ſhall be itill whereſoever 
we are. When God diſtributed to the 
Church the ſeveral - parts of the Paſtoral 
charge , ſome Apoſtles , ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers, he adds, that it was, ad conſum- 
mationem Sanforum, & adificationem corporis 
Chriſti, that is, ſo long as'there ſhould be 
Saints to be perfe&ted, and ſolong as Chriſt 
ſhould have a Church, a body upon earth, 
and that- is ſo long as there ſhould be Sheep 
Chriſt had provided there ſhould be Shep- 
herds. And theſe he hath taken to that near- 
neſs and conjunction, that the obedience or 
contempt done to them, he takes it as done 
to himſelf. ui vos audit me audit, &c. 

The benefits and advantages we have by 
this are many ; firſt, it is an hour and mncou- 
ragement to the Shepherds, that the work 
they do is Chrilts, who will bear them out 
in what they do according to their duty, 


lb and 


(3). 


Mat.28.20 


Epheſ. 4. 


ic 
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e were 48 Sheep gong aſtray, &c. 
and reward them for what they ſuffer for it. 

2. It removes all diſcouragement from the 
Shecp , that make a ſtand at the infhrmities 
and Faltie of their Shepherds, that they 
look through and beyond all them: at the po- 
wer of Chriſt under whom they ſerve. 

3. Another great benefit it 1s, that in all 
doubtful and affcul caſes we may ſecure our 
ſelves upon the conduct of Chriſt in his Mini- 
ſters. For if poflibly men ſhould be miſled 
by them into error , when in ſumplicity of 
heart, not knowing any thing to the contrary, 
they ſhall ſubmit to them; I dare promiſe 
them at leaſt a favourable hearing from him 
that commanded the obedience. 

But I dare not, nor can ſay that for all 
Shepherds; for every congregational herd 
hath their Shepherd too ; but ſuch as have no 
part in that power, which 1s derived from 
Chriſt and his miſſion ; that gave it immedi- 


\.2o, ately to the Apoſtles only. Sicut miſit me 


Pater, fic, @&c. And all others that have it 
mult receive it from them, or from ſuch as 
derive it rom them by ſucceſſion. It 1s, but 
reaſon that Chriſt ſhould have the choice of 
his own Maimſters. The Sheep that belong 
tothoſe other Shepherds, can plead nothing 


or 


: Pet. 2. 25. 
for their obedience to them. S. P AU LS 
obedite prepoſitis, belongs not to them, they 
obey not thoſe that are ſet over them, but 
either thoſe that ſet themſelves over the flock , 


(15) 


Heb.13.17 


or the flock themſelves ſet them, and th# nar 


of neceſſity, which ſome vaily plead for 
them ; but as neceſlary , profeſſing there is 
no lawful calling tor a Miniiter, quem non mſit 
populus , where the —_— is not-choſen by 
the Sheep. Iftheſe fall into an error by the 
miſguidance of their Shepherds, they are in 
aſadand worſe condition, which admits no 
Foo of excuſe or extenuation from the Shep- 

erd. They mult bear their own faults, and 
the miſguiding of the Shepherds, which they 
make their own by chooling them. In a 
word, the favour that Chriſt doth is to his 
own, not the peoples Shepherds. 


He next thing that falls into our conl1- 
deration 1s our Duty. To return to 
Chriſt the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls. 
And that 18 to © Dmit our ſelves to be led and 
-guided by him. Toturn to Chriſt ismeffe&t 
toturn Chriſtian. Weare no leſs concerned 
here. 


in his office of Shepherd and Biſhop, 
C 


And that mult be in two reſpects: 
and 
in 


II, 


Ge ER 


Joh.10.27. 


Exzck. 33+ 
31. 


Verie 32. 


Luk. 14.26 that they 


( 16) Te were as Sheep going aſtray, KC. 


— 


in} the execution of it by Shepherds and Biſhops. 
For fir{t,, we can not be ſaid to return to 
him as a Shepherd, if we refwſe him in any 
rt of his office. The good Sheep faith our 
Gavidar John 10. 27. hear the voice of the Shep- 
herd and they follow Gim. 1t they turn their 
ears only to him, and hear him, and not follow 
him, they turn ſhort, for follow him they 
mult through all the parts of his office. *Tis 
ſo with us, who for the moſt part like nothing 
in the Shepherd but his pipe, and a pleaſant 
tune. His rod and his ſtafte we can ſpare. 
The Prophet Ezekiel deſcribes us right, chap.33. 
an old humour it ſeems it was. They come unto 
thee, And ſit before thee as my people , to hear 
words, v.31. juſt aswedo here come and lit 
us down as the Lords people to hear his word. 
But what follows im the next verſe? And be 
thou art unto them as a wery lovely ſong of one that 
hath a pleaſant voice , and can play well man Inſiru- 
ment ;, for they hear thy words , but do them not. 
And what will come of this at the laſt , our 
Saviour tells us in the Parable, where ſome 
had the boldneſs to plead for their entrance , 
had eat and drunk in his preſence , and 
had heard him in their ſlreets. Citizens it ſeems 
they were by the ſires, and by their devorions, 


a 


1 Pet. 2. 25. C17) 


a Sermon and a Dinner , they 'eat with him, 
and they heard him. But what came of 


it? by hearing him 'tis like they knew him . 


well; forall that, he tells them plainly, He 
knew not them. Tf the Sheep wanted no- 
thing but knowledg, I ſhould don them 
if they delired nothing -of the Shepherd but 
a Sermon. But this 1s not that which I prin- 
cipally intended here. | | 

But ſecondly , That our turning to Chriſt 
be in the fall execution of his office, as in per- 
ſon, ſo by commiſſton. Princes, as well they 
may, think themſelves contemned 1n their 
Emballadors and: Miniſters. And fo doth 
our Saviour for his Shepherds,” who are his 
Miniſters and Embaſladors too. Qui vos ſper- 
mt me ſpernit. | | 

I ſhall not incloſe this power'or favour to 
Biſhops only, becauſe T find that name m the 
text ; but lay it in common to allſuch to whom 
Chriſt hath committed under him the govern- 
ment of the Church and the-cure' of Souls : 


ſo as Prebyterigns may have a ſhare here, ' when 


they can prove their Ordination and Miffion. 

T hrs part of our duty to obey Chrift'in his 
Miniſters js with many of very hard digeſtion, 
who tiot tegarding the” necefiry there 1s of tt; 
E 2 nor 


I. 
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nor the benefit we have by it, nor the authors 

and commuſſion we have for it, nor the gent 
. condudt we have i it, lay it alide as a thing 
of no uſe, and that God hath provided other 
means to lead us inany and more certain then 
any Shepherds can be. We have firlt our 
own Reaſon to lead us. 2. We have Scrip- 
ture a ſurer guide then that. .3. Wehavethe 


Jh.15.13 Spirit belides, and that will lead us into all truth. 


Laſtly, we have our own Comſciences , which 
in the commiſſion of Leading is of the Quorum, 
nothing can be done without it. 

We cannot deny but that all theſe have a 
part and ſhare in the guiding of our ſouls. 
But as no one of them doth excludeor bar 
the other ; ſo nor do all of them the Shep- 
herds. For allowing to every of theſe that 
which is peculiar to them, there will be ſtill 
found ſomething to remain; which is proper 
for the Shepherds todo, | 

I am now, I confeſs, in a diſcourſe not ſo 
{mooth and eafie as beſt befits popular Ser- 
mons ; .yet becanſe rmany whom it concerns 
to weaken the. hands and power of Church- 
governors, do with their importunate cla- 
mours hill the Pulpit, you will bo pleaſed to 


allow of a ſhort Anſwer from thence too. 


And 


1 Pet. 2. 25. (19) 


ND firſt for REASON; Itisnot L 
to be denied, that it ought to be admut- 
ted even in mattersof Religion, where it hath 
leaſt to do; for Religion is the object and im- 
ployment of Faith, and not of Reaſoning, and 

et naturally no man will believe any thing 
unleſs he ſees Reaſon for it. But how ? not 
a Reaſon of the thing that he believes; for 
that works Knowledge, not Faith; but yet a rea- 
3 ſon of believing it, for the credit of the Author 
| that relates it; for nothing can be more un- 
| reaſonable, then not to beheve God that can- 
not ly. But to admit reaſon in matters of 
Faith for any other uſe then that, is to ſet up 
a Religion without Faith, which would be as 
ſtrange athing as to have a Religion with no- 
thing elfe. "cl. 

T here are in Religion ſome things to be 
known as well as believed, and to theſe Rea- 
ſon and Diſcourſe is proper ; -for though the 
Articles of Faith, ve whatſoever ſhall appear 
to be contained in Scripture are without all 
doubt and reaſoning to be received, becauſe 
God hath revealed them; yet that this or that 
Article or Propolition 1s contained in Scripture, 


a thing to be known, and lyes within the 
compals 


XUM 
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compals of ſenſe, we may ſee whether it be 
there or no, that is, for the words. And 
for the meaning of thoſe words we mult un- 
derſtand the language m which they are writ- 
ten, the proper _—_ and 1diom of the 
phraſe, the force a _—_ of the diſ- 
courſe., the coherence and conſent it hath 
with other points better known. We mult be- 
ſides diſcover the fallacies and inconfequences 
of thoſe that would obtrade'a diflerent ſenſe 
from that we receive. All- theſe difficulties, 
though'in matter of Religion, are within the 
condu& of Reaſon'; but it is Reaſon fo exal- 
zed with $kiltof Arts and Languages, with 
Prudence and''Diligence, that we ſhall be 
forced to find work for the Shepherds too. 
The greateſt part of Chrilts flock, I am ſure, 
mult periſh if they may not truſt others -in 
thoſe things, to wiuch their natural inabilities 
or courſe of 'ife hath made them incapable. 
And for the beſt of the flock, whom both 
Nature -and Art hath - tted to maſter the 
greateſt difficulties of themſelves ; if they ſhall 
terioully conlider how much and how oft 
Prenidice,. Education, Cuſtom, Paſſion and 
Intere(t doth corrupt our Reaſon, we would 
in prudence ſometimes ſaſpe&t'our own, and 

ſeek 


1 Pet. 2. 25: 


ſeek better ſecurity from the Charch ; where 
though we ſhall not .infallibly find the truth , 

we may alwayes fafely preſume it. This 
will. ſerve to reconcile our obedience with 
Reaſon, 


H E next pretender againſt the She 

herds leading is the +. 
I confeſs the Scriptureto be a ſurer guide then 
Reaſon, for the Authors ſake ; and yet, by 
what ye heardeven now, it works little with- 
out it, but yet ſurer for all that. The igno- 
rance of Scripture is a cauſe of erring. Ye 
erre, faith our Saviour, not 
tures, And to keep us right in our way 
Gods Word is a lantern to our feet, and a light unto 


cellency and benefit of it. It is a perfect re- 
cord of all that concerns Heaven, or the way 
to it. It hathall the perfe&ions that alaw or 
rule can have to guide us; yet thoſe perfecti- 
ons are conhn'd within the limits ard nature of 
alaw, to do no more then is proper fora law 
todo, which is very little without a Judge to 
ply it. T hough the rule be faGoimuby 
Mic ht & perfect, yet it meaſures nothing out 
of the qo Df him that hath kill to ule it 
Bring 
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the Scrip- Mat.22.259 


Pſal.119. 
our paths. Woecannot ſay too much of the ex- 105. 


IL 
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Bring what controverſy you will to the laws, 
they pronounce nothing either for the Plain- 
tif or Defendant. T his 1s the true reaſon why, 
though all ſe&s pretend to Scripture, there 
is yet no end of controverſies, becauſe there 
is nd common Judge to end them. And the 
reaſon why every lect for all.that ſeems to reſt 
fatisfied, they are guided by the Scripture , is 
becauſe they carry their Judge a-long with 
them, themſelves. 

So as if together with the Scriptures there 
be not a Shepherd too, or ſome as little to be 
truſted, our ſelves I mean, it cannot lead at 

Heb.4.12, all- It 18 indeed a rwo-edged ſword, but cuts 
nothing , but m the hand of him that uſeth 
It. 


IL. Third pretender to avoid the Shepherds 
is the SPIRIT. That without 

Jeh.16.13, Guelhon will lead us into all truth. But for 
dre manner of the Spirits leading, the Scripture 
points out two wayes, The one Divines call 
TPopnTaGs) the other may be call'd TuvepyeTINGs" 
TLopnTa »« 1.e. asitled thePr ophets of old, by 
revealing to them the truth and matter of the 
Prophely, the objet. And by this way it 

led all the Apoſtles, to whom the whole 
doctrine 


I Pet. 2, 25. | . _ 


dodrine of the Goſpel, and myſtery of fal- 
vation by Chriſt was reveal'd. And thus holy 
men of God ſpake as they were mozed by the 
Holy Ghoſl. Tothus way of leading none can 
png that doth not prove his commiſſion 
rom God by a miracle, who ſends none of 
ſuch an errand that cannot make it a 


(23) 
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ſome way, that he came from him. If the - 


Enthuſiaſlick would have his dreams believed 
to be the dictates and revelations of the Spirit, 
let him ſhew hs letters of Credence from Hea-. 
ven ſeal'd witha miracle, and I ſhall not doubt 
toſet him above all the Doors and Shep- 
herds of theChurch.Otherwiſe he may deceive 
himſelt by his ſpirit, he ſhall not deceive me. 

The other way of the Spirits leading 1s 
CUVEPYETINX ws, 7, e, not by revealing any thing to 
us, but by co-operating with us, by fortifying 
the ſoul and the faculties of it, to all ſu f 
tural ations, by aſſiſtance of grace to inhghten 
the underſtanding to comprehend divine 
truth, to inflame the affections with the love 
of it, to ſupport our endeavours 1n all dif - 
culties and temptations. To this afliltance 
of the Spirit all the faithful havea right. And 
though in this way the Spirit cannot deceive 
us, yet we may.be deceived in it, becauſeit 
d never 
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never works but with us ; if we fail m what 
we are todo, then that fails us. 
And by this way not only private perſons, 
but publick Councels are governed. To whom 
the Spirit doth not reveal the matter of their 
Decrees Tp-prrmes;, but by way of co-operation 
aſſiſts their indeavours to find © out (the 
truth from the proper Topicks of it,the Scrip- 
ture and Antiquity ; for ſo all the force of 
their decrees þ nds upon the reaſon and 
grounds upon which they are made. For if 
any Councel might pretend to that other way 
of revelation, ſure that firſt famous Apoſtolical 
Councel might, Af. 15. But that did not 
otherwiſe determine the matter in controverſy 


AQs 15. 7-then Toni; ov yTnoews yevoreynss DV. T7. when 


there had been much debate and difquilition 
out of the Scriptures, were the decrees made 


and {1gn'd accordingly. It ſeemed good to the 


Yerle 28, Holy Ghoſl aud fOus. The Apoſtles and El. 


IV. 


ders were 1n joynt commiſſion with the Spirit ; 
the ſame Lord that ſent the Spirit, ſent the A- 
Po alſo, and theretore no contradiftion to 


e led by the Spirit,and by the Shepherds too. 


HE fourth and laſt leader which 1s 
brought in to avoid the Shepherds, is 
the 


-* 


1 Pet. 2. 25. 
the CONSCIENCE. This » the 
Presbyterians {trongelt fort againlt Obedience. 
If he can get his Conſcience about him, he 
thinks himſelf ſo ſafe that he may bid defiance 
toall Authority. | 

In the Commiſion of leaders, I confeſs, as I 
ſaig, the Conſcience to be of the Quorum. We 
are to do nothing without it, and much leſs 
againſt it. But. then we muſt be ſure we 
miſtake not ſomewhat elſe for the Conſcience. 
Every diſeaſe and diſtemper of the mund , 
caulleſs ſcruple, {light perſwalton, ground- 
leſs fear is not the Conſcience, againlt which 
we are bound not to a. 

The tender Conſcience, for which ſo much 
favour is pleaded, may prove in ſome no bet- 
ter then a diſeaſe of the Cul, a ſpiritual Splene. 
For though it be good to be tender of offend- 
mg God in any thing where it proceeds from 
the good temper and conſtitution of the ſoul, 
which is the ſame conſtantly in all cafes, and 
is not affected or taken up for a purpoſe, as 
the ſturdy begger carries his arm in a ſtring, 
that it may bea Patent to beg and be idle. 

You may know it certainly to be a diſeaſe 
if it comes upon us by fits and (tarts, as to be 
tender of offending God when we obey men, 
d 2 and 


_ 
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and net to be tender of offending God when 
we diſobey them. If they be not as tender 
of one fide as of another, as I never find them 
to be, it is but a Paralitick Conſcience that 1s 
dead of one {ide. For tell him the Charch 
commands it, he preſently (hrinks and [tartles 
*at it; and well ſo, for poſſibly he may fin 
-againlt God. But tell him on the other {1de 
that God commands obedience to thoſe that 
rule over us, it moves him not at all, you may 
thruſt a needle into his {1de and he feels it not. 
It ſhews plainly the Conſcience hath a dead 
Palſy on that de. . 
But a right and ſound Conſcience againſt 
which certainly we ought not to act, 18a con- 
{tant and well governed-judgment; for. not 
to amuſe you as the manner 1s with frivolous 
diſtin&tions and definitions of Conſcience, in 
this caſe the Conſcience is nothing but every 
mans prizate judgment; for he ought not to 
attempt the doing of any thing, till he hath 
framed this judgment to himſelf, that it is 
lawful for him to do it. Now ſeeing our 
private judgment hath ſo great power and 
influence asto interrupt the courſe _— 


it had need be a true and regular judgment. 
As firſt, - wm 


It 


.1Tet. 2. 25. 


we have reaſon to decline in the publick Ma- 
giltrate, to govern by Will and not by Law. 
Many a Conſcience if it were well examined, 
will prove to be nothing but will, not judge- 
ment. 

Every good judgment 1s upon a fuli hear- 
ing of the cauſe of both {1des, all evidences 
duly weighed and examuned, then reſolves, 
thisis a Conſcience againſt which we ought 
not toact, though poſſibly it might prove to 
be erroneous; yet for all that we muſt know 


that it doth not ſet us free from the guilt of 


diſobeying our Governors. And then this 1s 
all the benefit our Conſcience will do us in 
calegferror, that it caſts us into a necefary of 
{1nning, by obeying againſt our ſelves, by dif- 
obeying againſt our Governors. We ſhall 
do well therefore totake care, that we make 
not every {light perſwaſzon, doubt or _— 
a Conſcience, truſting to be diſcharged of 
our obedience by that, which indeed binds it 
faſter upon us, for that is the very end and 
benefit br which is inſtituted the Paſtoral 
charge, that when we are ſo weak we can 
not ſafely truit our ſelves, we may rely upon 
that : unleſs we think it a good plea, oY 
in 
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It mult not be arbitrary, for that we think _ L 


IL 
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blind and therefore I will no: be led. Iam 
weak and fickly, and therefore I will not be 
rul'd by the Phylitian. 

Now to ſum up all, if not Reaſon, nor 
Scripture, nor the: Spirit, nor Conſcience wall 
diſcharge us of the duty we owe to the 
Church, in the name of God, let us not raſhly 
fling away ſo great a bleſſing, that m all our 
doubts and fears, for our quiet and ſecurity, 
we may have recourſe tothe Shepherds and 
Biſhops of our Souls. 


His 18 the laſt point, the Shepherds Flock 
or the Bilhops Diocef: the Souls of 
men. And here we meet with another quar- 
rel from the Presbytery. That they may be 
ſure to ſpoil the Biſhops of all authority, they 
take away their Dioceſs, the cure of Souls, 
that they may be Biſhops ſine titulo, for Bi- 
ſhops they are not either of our bodies or 
eltates, And why not of our Souls? Chriſt 
indeed the great Shepherd that purchaſed 
them may rule them, but they are too Preci- 
ous for any other Shepherds to Lord over : 
which they ſay 1s done ® binding the Souls 
with Church-laws and cenfures, which Chriſt 
hath ſet at liberty. And thus they ſet u 
Chrilt 


wh x Fet. 5. 24:.- 
Chriſt againſt himſelf, and Chriſtian liberty 
againſt Chriſtian duty, 

S. Paul, 1 confeſs doth earneſtly preſs this 


G29) 


point of liberty, Stand faſt inthe liberty where- Gal.s, 1. 


with Chriſt hath made us free , and be not intangled 
again with the yoak of bondage. But what liberty ? 
It is not ſimply from obedience either to men 
or Laws, for that were deſtructive to Humane 
Society as well as Religion. What then is 
it? Itisno more then that Chriſtians have a 
liberty not to be Jews. Idare be bold to ſay, 
this is all that can be made of it. And the 
reaſon why S. Paul did ſo earneſtly prels it is 
evident. The Jews that were willing enough 
to entertain the doctrine of Chriſt, yet were 
not ſo eaſily drawn to- part with thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies, to which they had been fo 
long accuſtomed, and upon fo good authori- 
ty. To humour theſe Simon Magus and his 
Diſciples ſet up a medly of both Religions, 
that they might be Chriſts Diſciples and Mes 
too. Againit this doctrine S. Faul ſets him- 
ſelf, eſpecially in his Epiſtles to the Romans 
and Sh If they have taken upon them 
to be Chriſtians let them Rand to that, and 
not look back again tothe fleſh having begun in 
the Spirit, For behold, I Paul ſay unto you, if. 


ye 


Gal.3: 3. 
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Gat.s. 2. Ye be circumciſed,Chriſt ſball profit you nothing. To 
claim from hence liberty from any other. men 
or laws then the Jews, they might as well fay 
Chriſt hath here given them liberty not to be 
Chriſtians. For Chriſtians we cannot be, 
unleſs we obey the Laws and Government of 
thoſe that Chriit hath ſet over us. To uſe 
our liberty in this caſe our Apoſtle in the 16. 
zerſe of this Chap. hath adjudged it to be no 

; Pt, 2. better then a che of malitiouſneſ. 
And for thoſe Conſciences which are ſo 
tender that every Church-law pinches and 
alls them, they do without reluance bind 
their ownSouls,Every private man can dothat 
which we will not indure the Church ſhould 
do. Hethat promiſeth any thing is bound in 
conſcience to perform it,though before hetook 
that bond upon him, he had his Chriſtian li- 
berty not to doit. Before Ananias promiſed 
to ſell his eſtate, and give it to the Church, 
he was free, S. Peter told him ſo; Was it net 
ACs 5. 4- in thine own power ? Yet after that it was not in 
his power to make uſe of that liberty ; for his || 
conſcience was bound. And if a promiſe | 
may dothis, much more a vow or an oath. | | 
: If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or ſwear an oath 
"to bind bis Soul, Numb. 50. 2. ( the Soul |! 


ny 


Nun. 


—_—_ 7 
maybe bound ) te ſhall: ot break bis ward, be 
un Bay CEC PI 
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_ man ſhould be fo mwaadecdiiiecs 
ſay, his conſcience may be;bound by himſelf, 
but not-by any elſe. Do not they themſelves, 
astheir manner is intheir Sermons, bind over 
ther hearers to anſwer for them at the:gay of 
jadgment 2 and what a heap and load of hiv | 
mons tault then ly upon ther Conſciences? 
ths, they bind none but them- 
ſelves; :andthavtorepent for corrupting Gods 
Word, and mitleading the mto Facti- 
on;- Sedition-and Diſobeticnce, 'to:ſay no 
\have as ſeriouſly conſider wal are that 
which they. would avoid,” with pn which 
they mdeavour: to-ſet up in the room of it. 
They would avoid-frjt the power of the 
Chucch in her Laws and Cenſures as 2 domi- 
neering over mens conſciences, and a lording 


it over. Gods inheritance.'''But if they look 
it with-an impartialeye, ſhall find 

, nothing: but wr rac as 
Seſt in the reryſtiles the Church; that there 
might be no-harſþ words. "The laws by which 


they govern, are not call d laws but canons, 
g< that 
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that 1s, rules to guide, rather. then. force. 
2. Church-puniſhments. are not call'd pane 
but cenſure, not that they are ſweetned with 
good words only,but with real benefit; for they 
are notas temporal puniſhments ad vindiambut 
ad diſciplinam, tor the amendment, not revenge 
of ſin. + 3. The temporal judge, if not 
veraign, {camot pardon the fin though 
he would. - The Ecclelialtical udge cannot 
but pardon though he would not. Ercclefia non 
claudit gremium redeuntibur, 'is a rule 1m the Court 
Chriſtian. The Church refuſeth none that 
will return and repent... There 18 noſuchrrule 
in ſecular Courts, that the! thiek. or murtherer 
= repentance may be pardoned. And by 
ch-Canons in elder times it was deemed an 
regularity. to. be preſent at a/ ſentence. /'of 
blood. Not that it isa crime: tobe fo, but 
as: the Canon peaks, proprer defeblum lenitatis, 
that nothing 1n them might ſeem- tobe 'of 
harſhneſs or cruelty. ||T he higheſt and: moſt 
terrible of all Church-cenfures; af which men 
ſem to be. molt wayiatient;;how:harmleſs and 
gentle 1s 1t,' Excommunication? -:: If he be not 
ulty, clavibus errantibur, he'is never the worſe 
for it; the bonds! fall off themſelves; af he 
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be guilty, ;he may be the better for itif he will, 
When s . Paul judged the incelijuous Crrimbian , c,..., 
to be delivered unto Satan, and this was 
thought to be Excommunication and ſome- 
what more ; yet thiswas for his benefit , for 
the deſtruStion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit might be vert 5. 
ſaved in the day of our . Lord Jeſu , verſe x. 
W hat 1s there 1n all this that ſhould fright us 
from our obedience ? 

But now let us ſee what on the other {ide 
they would ſet up inthe room of this. A +> 
berty of Conſcience, forſooth, from the fetters of 
laws, that they might not ſerve God in bonds 
like {laves, but "az That they may preach 
what they will, and as long as they will. That 
they may pray how they will, and faſt when 
they will. That they may ſtand and kneel 
where and when they will. - Indeeda true 
arbitrary {ill-worſbip., oſtead of a lawful or- 
derly ſerving of God, a confuſ1on of all. 

But they hold themſelves wrong'd to be 
charged with will-worſhup, for that they do 
all by Reaſon and the Scripture and the Spirit. 
Yet for all that pretenſe they are ſtill under 
that charge ; becauſcall theſe are at their own 
wills ; what ſectary 1s. there that witha wet 
hnger cannot, nay doth not. challenge _ 
Cc 2 ON, 
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ſon, the Scripture, the- Spirit and' Conlci- 

_ ence to be for him, when be will? ' oh 
Aod why do oy allow thefe to guide 
them and not the erds, but becanfe 
theſcarcat their beck and will, but the Shep- 
herds are not ? And therefore becaufe they 
cannot command them, they would be rid of 
them , that fo they might without control, 
Lord it as they wall. | 

But I ſhall trouble you no longer with our 

Shepherds or their Adverfaries, but for a con- 
clulton apd caution refle& upon our felves : 
for though Chrift hath: committed the cure 
of our ſouls to others, he hath not taken it 
from our ſelves. The Shepherds were gj- 
ven fora help to: cafe us m it, not to- caſe us 
of it. Everyone may and muſt be: by a con- | 
current care a Shepherd and Biſhop to him- 
ſcf ; -and then here I ſhall take keave only to 
put you m mind of your Dioceſs, yaur Souls, 
that ye be not 'our Apoltles dAoaptiotgrioxoTe; 


129-45 :n this Epiltle, thatwe miſtake not our Cure; 


for there be other things we have as great af- 
{e&ion for as our Sonls, & wiſh, we had not. 
The rich ghattoninthe Goſpel, when he faid 


"—_ Soul,' Soul rake thine eafe, thou haſt much 


goods laid ap for thee, &c. ſure he miſtook his 
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body for- his' Soul, for there was Licking 
bis fares that could feed that. © Fhis'1.no 
greater an error and: 09s then we dayly 
comnnt onr ſelves ; o- go ho farth# then 
= ſent tyme: 1D if there were any 

eft of it among us brit the hers 
yo O r and f4{tingto ht pre 
pare-it al by projers our Lord Lord tho Refurech 
on. When'we plead 'our conſtirution and 
health again{t it, it ſhews we are no ill:Curates 
of our bodics, whatſoever we- be of our 
fouls: - 

Yeethatwhich hatha bows titleto "ww 'Oun 
ſouls will not he within this Cure - 'the imel- 
leflual and principal of the fouk and the 
mriching 1 it with the knowledge of Arts and 
Sciences, ſpeculative and practick, by which 


(35) 


alt our-affarrs and the- greateſt of all the affairs * 


of the world are governed, which employ the 
fouls beſt vertues and indowments, and for 
which-none but great and noble fouls, are he. 
Yet this-is: not the ſonl for-which Chriſt died; 
and'ts to be our'Cure. For when we have gain- 
cdthisand all the world! beſides we- may: hoſe 
or ſouls. The; Ho! -GhoſRt takes no other notice 


of theſe then aif they were but bodies, arftl 
indeed 


( 36) Ye were as Sheep- going aſtray, &c. 


Luk. 16.9. 


1 Cor.15. 
$4+ 


indeed for their continuance. they are no bet- 
ter, for they periſh-withour bodies ; the great 


elt wits-and wileſt condue3-lic buried i in thaw 


duſt Fith them, nor will they *PPEAr again again 
for us:n that world. where -the 

concetn'd. In a word, the Scripture owns 
no loſing or.ſaving to the .ſoul. but in that 
condition which. muſt live and continue for 
ever... Nothing is worthy that. name that 
1s ——— Yet I mult recal my lelf 
when. I. ſaid theſe mortal ſouls, * i8., 

in their temporal condition, are not with- 
in out - Cure; , to get ,j it; -may.,be not, 
but. to,ſe they: are; - The meanelt: of them 


all our -Saviour ' ex relly commits.; to, our 


charge , ' Make you f of unrighteous Mae 


mon, that they may receive you into ever laſting 
babntations. ' T hings everlaſting are proper 
for the ſoul. And if you ſhall make you 
friends likewiſe of your ;bonours, powers,, and 
knowledge', tor the advantage of Gods. honour 
and ſervice, certainly they -will,.do as-much 
for you as Mammon.. can.  'For, thus theſe 
mortals do put on immortality , theſe cor- 
ruptibles »do - put ;0n // incorruption... You 
—_— in this ſenſe make, a ſoul. out- of your 

{= 


XU 


1 Pet. 2. 25. 
bodies by the chaſt, ſober and temperate 
uſe of r a And ſo our bodies and all 


elſe become the proper Cure of our ſouls, 
and in the diſcharge of that care, we may 
expett the bleſling of good Shepherds as 
well as that - __ Sheep. And when 
the chief S hepher ar , ” ſball receive 


a crown of = "wy th not away. 
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: Heb. =. Verle xv. | 
By Him therefore let us offer the Sacri-- 
fee of Praiſe to God continually ; that 


zs, the Fruit of our Lips, giving than s 
to His Name ; or, Confe -ſsing to mh 


ame, as the Margin reads mare 
-agreeable tothe Greek. - 


I A- have an Altar in the Tenth 
DVI Verle, =_ in this we have 
| C/xe S A Sacrifice: Byt what Al- 
N | Lo tar, and what Sacrifice? 
\&& for they are ſcandalous 
YPS.y. words. For the Altar; let 
tis fallifthe Sacrifice cannot ſupport it : But 
far the:Sacrifice, whereof weare now to treat, 
it.is,;-I,confeſsa ward of offence,becauſe.there 
gocsunder.the naime of a :Chriftnn Sacrifice, 
that which.our Church calls a blaſphemous fable, Ar.z1 
and. dengerous deceit. Should L leave you with- 
A 2 out 


Of Trayer to God ; 
out any Caution upon that fear and dan 
in Crcriioing it weald be to little ur... 
offer at the commending of any : For weare 
too often troubled more with words, than 
what they lignifhe. And therefore as the Ora- 
tor adviſeth, when ſuch a caſe ſhall happen Ms- 
tigandas eſſe prius aures ; ſomewhat mult be ſaid 
beforehand to remove a prejudice that wall fall 
upon all that ſhall be faid after. That which 
the Article ſpeaks of 18 the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
wherein the Prieſts of that Sacrifice ſay, That 
Chriſt himſelf is really ſacrificed for the quick and 
dead : And for want of this,our Church is not 
by themallowed to bave either Prieſtor Sa- 
crifice. | 

'Tistrue, we pretend not to that Myſtical 
Artand Chymiſtry, to tarn the Elements of 
Bread and Wine into the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, by which alone they make 
themſelves Priefts, and Him the Sacrifice. I 
put-in no claim: therefore from this Text,cither 
to that Prieſt, 'or this Sacrifice, but yet to a 
right in both, but both of another kinde : 
For the Sacrifice, the Text is clear, and the 
Prieſt follows of courſe ; there can be no Sa- 
crifice without hnm, And it isasclear too, 
;T hat it 18not the Sacrifice of the Maſs,though 
Chriſt 


Hebr. 13, Verſe 15. 
Chriſt bimſelf bein it ; for 'tis he whom we fir{t 
meet with in the Text, By him. | Here indeed 
he is, but not in the quality of a Sacrifice to be 
offered, as in the Maſs,whereof he is the Mar- 
ter, but asa Mediator only. It is not Him, but 
By himwe are to offer. 

Now ſeeing we may be ſecure,it is not that 
we might poſſibly. fear; let us ſee what it is 
we may ſafely, and muſt ' neceſfarily per- 
form. !\ 

We are fir{t tooffer a Sacrifice to God, 

2. That for the kind, 1s Euchariſtical, not 
Propitiatory. 

1 "3. The Mater of it is to be, not the Fruir of 
our Fields, or of our Flocks, but of our Lips. 
4.Not every fruit that grows upon the lips, 
but x624w» 9oAcywuy lips Confefong to his ( 5.e. 
Gods ) Name. 11121 

5. T his confeſſing here is not —_ 
that be otherwiſe neceſlary ; for-he that denies 
him, ſhall be denied by him ) but To him, and 
that makes it a Sacrifice. 

6. It mult be © Him, and not to any Crea- 
ture, Saint, or 7A Praiſe them we may, 
but offer a Sacrifice of praiſe, we mult not. 

7.It is not a Sacrifice to be done at ſtarts,and 
upon occaſions; but continually, a daily $ acrifice: 
8.[t 


Of Prayer to God; 
8. It is to be offered by Him, that is,by Chriſts 
merits and mediation.” Tis that which gives power 
and efficacy to this and all our ſervices,which 
would be nothing worth, 1f we came in our 
OWN NAINES. | 
Laſtly, You have the Reeſor, why all 
this, Therefore ; and that {ends us back to the 
Twelfth Verle, Fherefare Jeſus, that he might 
ſanflifee the by his Blind. . ſuffered without the 
Gate, That he ſuffered for us, and that he 
ſuffered without the Gate,arc the reaſons, why 
by him, and why of «74. By biw, becauſe by the 
ſacrificing of himſelf, he made our with 
God. ' By bins therefore let .w offer #be-facrifice of 
praiſe:rv Godifor it. And why yf.92 Becaule be 
ſuffered with the Gate ; whither the Jews that 
were withinithe Gate mult go out and follow 
him, in the next Verſe, leaving their Gry and 
Sauctwrry. Andwe the Gentiles that are with- 
out the: Gate already, may find /him in our 
own Territories, that fo both Jew and. Gen- 
tile c#o>0y5165 joyntly tagether, as the. ward 
imports, May | cenfeſs 10 che  havour of his 
Name. 
Andias Therefiwe:carrics 1n.1t the. reaſon of 
our:duty, | {a 1t:dotbanthat lame accommoda-. 
tion .it . hath to, the tame : -For : this-18>P aſcion 


Sunday , 


my a wed Yan _ bo 


£1edv. 13. / ere 15. 
Swhday ; and why fo calted,we learn from Fu- 
gerras and others, becauſe the Jews on this day 
met together, to conſult of and contrive the 
death of ow Lord ; which,not many days after, 
they effected. | 

ft will not be fit (1 confels ) forthatreaſon, 
to anticypate the Metiratimis Proper to that So- 
leninity. Yetasnow the Puſsim was mn'pre- 
daratioh atd conception by them, it will be 
ſo'far akeeping of time withit;Hwealfonow 
ſhalliprepate ia Suerifice of praiſefor-It, tliat 
we maybe fit theti to honor God bywonfefimp 
to his Name, 'the wonderfirk meycies andun- 
ſpeakable benefits we :receive:by the TPuſcion 

By him therefore ttrus offer the: SacrificesftP riſe 
10-God ctrinuatly, that is, 'rhe *Feuirdf our thys, - com- 
feſsing to his Name. 

And that we may the better 'perform our 
'$ acrifice of Praiſe, *Lepus by hinralſo - offer-a\Sacri- 
fire of Prayer, -&c. | 


Hat we arc to'6fer a "SACRIFICE. vo 
| God, ishere ſoplainly troyned, and fo 
panAuallydeſcribed, both former and man- 
Wer HTEVERY ciniſiante, *that one wonld' think 
wWRrazpo it \\ſhoald' benepleRed, and more 


Of Prayer to God ; 
ſtrange it ſhould be contemned by any. But 
for our ſelves,if we would be clear in this mar- 
ter ( as cvery good man ſhould deſire tobe ) it 
is fit we call our ſelves to account when, and 

how we perform it. . 
The Ancient and Primitive Church ( of whom 
this may belt be learned ) did,in conſcience of 
their duty herein,compole ſeveral Liturgies,that 
by them they might have a Publick daily Sacri- - 
fice for the honor and worſhup of God ; as that 
of St. James at Jeruſalem, St. Marks at Alexan- 
dria; aſter that, St. Chryſoſtoms at Antioch, St. 
Baſil at Ceſaria, St, Gregories at Rome ; and in- 
deed;there was no Church without one. They 
that wrote Apologies for the Chriſtians, being of 
the Heathen accuſed of Atheiſm, becauſe they 
were never cen to offer ſacrifice to the Gods 
for anſwer to that, had recourle to this Sacri- 

fice of Praiſe in the Text. 

 , The Copies of thoſe Ancient Liturgies, as 
they come now to our hands, have nodoubt 
ſuffered the fate of time, that is, ſome changes, 
by whuch the prepoſterous zeal of ſome” 
overcharged them with numerous, and ſc 
times ſuperſtitious Additions ; yet the ſubRance 
ang intendment of, thera, was to perform this 
duty. Ant therefore our Ghurch, that never 
WAS 


_ Hebr. 1. Verſe 15. 7 
was of the -mind to fling away Chaff and ' 
Corn, both at once, That they might not 
want what all Churches ever had ; ſo ordered 
our Liturgie, that by it we might with fafet 

and true devotion, daily Sacrifice to the —_ 
and honor of God. Wherein they have fol- 
lowed, not only the Precept, but Patern alſo 
from this Text, as by a ſhort parallel between 
them, may vilibly appear ; as firſt, ; 

The Text calls us to a S —_ and the Ii- |, 
turgie 1s that Sacrifice. Antioch was the place © 
where Chriſls Diſciples were firſt called chr j- 
ans ; and Antioch 1s the place where the Chriſtian 
Service is firſt called a Liturgie. We find the Dif- ,g,.,. 
ciples met together at their Liturgie. Acrvpyerluy 
bs autwy Tw Kupic x; oTevorlev, Which we tran- 
—_— and Miniſtring to the Lord ; for Merrvy- 
yiz properly {1gnifies a Publick Miniſtration ; to 
which,the word uſed by the Church, fats well, 
calling it Common Prayer ; and is ſo expounded 
by St. Luke himſelf in the next Verſe, VPhen they ,,_. 
bad Faſted and Prayed. Thus Liturgie or Miniftri 2 
to God,mmulſt needs be in ſomething for His honor 
and ſervice, which is properly a Sacrifice. 

Secondly, As it1sa Sacrifice to God, foto 1 
none but God: We call it Divine Service, and 
ſo we uſcit. No Creature, S aint, or Angel, hath 
B any 


Verſe 2. 


Ats I4s 


HL. 


©, + pap HW 
1i0it, as 4n t aVe. 4 

yas yon way for the good ſervice they have 
done the Church ;, but offer a Sacrifice of Praiſe 
we may not. It was never heard, faith St. 
Auguſtine, Offero tibi $ acrificium, Perre,or P aule, 
or Cypriane. And thongh the imvocationot 
them ſumply be riot a Sacrifice, yet it 18 ſuch, 
when uſed in Divine Service in the place of one. 
And that it is not heard in our Litwrgie,it 18 00 
doubt, 'with their good leave and liking too. 
The —_— 19.will anfwer for that Order : 
hen St. John would have worſhipp'd hum, 
Do it not ( ſays he ) 1 am your fellow ſervant. And 
the Apoliles Paul and Barnabas for their Order, 
when the men of Lyftra would have facrificed 
to them, they cried out, Sirs, why do you theſe 
things ? we alſe are men of the like P aſsions with you. 
T hat they are Gods friends, intitles them to no 
more than a place m bis Court to de him ſer- 
vice, not m his Throne to recewe any. And 
therefore that bonor which God hath not given 
to another, - we have not given tothem in our 


| WW. #45 8 | ISTH; 
Thir dly, The Sacrifice of the Text is Eu- 


chariſlital," a $ acrifice of Praiſe, and fo. is our 
Lirurgie, - We pretend to no expration or fas 
tlachion for luns, cither-of quick'ior dead: 
TTI& We 


Hebr. 13. Perſe 15. 


We owe that to a better Sacrifice. The price of 


Redemprion is greater than any ſervice we can 


do: It coſt more to redeem our fouls; we 
mult let that alone for ever ; and therefore in 
the Liturgie, our Sacrifice is {ct to no higher 
key, than, Ve praiſe thee, O God, &c. 

Fourthly, In every Sacrihce there muſt be 
ſomething offered, and that in the Text is the 
fruit of our Lips : For though the Root of this 
and every good ſervice, muſt be in the hear, 
yet the fruit mult ſprout outwardly in the 
lips. For though a vertue may ſometimes be 
accompliſhed mn the heart only, yet neither 
this nor Prayer it ſelf, if private or mental on- 
ly, ( though otherwiſe of excellent uſe ) will 
amount to a Sacrifice,till it come mto the 
lips ; for no proper Sacrifice is inviſible : And 
therefore in our Liturgie, as we pray, that God 
would open our lips; ſo we praftiſe when we 
joyn with the Prieſt in the Confefions and Pſalms, 
and in ſuch things where he alone is not con- 
cerned. . | 

Fiſthly, It is not every fruit that grows 
upon the lips, is fit to make a Sacrifice, but 
9/61) bevy MGAGyer lwy lips that confeſs to his Name. But 


how comes — more than any _ 


elſe,torelate toa Sacri 
B 2 


ice? It 1s thus, The en 
EE and 


9 


Pſal.4 vs 


IV. 


1O 


Deut.26. 


Of Prayer to God; 
and import of every thing offered to God in 
Sacrifice Euchariſlical, 18a P roſeſſion and Ac- 
knowledgment of ſome bleſsing beltowed upon 
the Sacriticer ; and ſocither expreſly or impli- 
citely is joyned with it. As for 1oſtance; 
At the offcring of the ſrſt-fruirs, they are com- 
manded to make a Confeſsim in this form. 
Thou (halt go unto the Prieſt, and ſay thus unto him, 
I confeſs this day unto the Lord thy God, that I am 
come into the Country which the Lord ſware unto our 
Fathers to give us ; That is,in the firſt-fruits they 
confeſs the Land that bore them to be of 
Gods gift. Now of ſuch confeſſions as thele, 
the whole body and matter of the Liturgie 1s 
framed. 

Our firſt addreſs and approach into Gods 
preſence is, by a Confeſsion of our ſins, which 1s 
a putting off our ſhooes with the defilements 
we have contracted in our ways ; for the place 

and pn is holy. And by this we make 
Profeflion and Acknowledgment of Ro 


tec purity and holineſs, in that we preſume 


not to come into his preſence, till we firſt put 
oft our uncleanneſs. 

T hen follows the Abſolution ; and this is an- 
other Confeſſion of his infinite mercy, that 
he 1s willing to forgive. our ſins, and to 

ule 


Hebr. 13. |, erfe 15. 
uſe the miniſtry of ſinful man, to confer it 
upon us. \ 

Then we have the Hymns and Pſalms,which 
is a third Conteſſion to his Name, whereby we 
do with chearful and thankful heartszzacknow- 
ledge him to be the Awthor of all the good we 
enjoy, or hope for. 

For Leſſons we have the Scriptures read,and 
they are written for our learning : Inthat we 
confeſs, God to be our infallible Teacher, to 
whoſe Oracles we ſubmut to be guided, both in 
faith and manners. 

And becauſe the Rales of both lie difluſed 
through the whole body of Scripture,we have 
them ſumm'd up in the Greeds and Decalogue. 
In the Creeds we acknowledge out faith in his 
wiſdom, who hath ſo myſteriouſly contrived 
the means and way of our Salvation, before un- 
known to Men and Angels: And inthe Deca- 
logue we confels his Domumion, That he is our 


II 


Lawgiver ;, and to that our Parren allo, not on- |. 


ly grvesus Laws but Grace, and bearts to keep 
them. | 

In the ColleAs, Prayers, and Supplicatious, for 
the ſupply of our wants and neceſiities,as well 
temporal as ſpiritual, we acknowledge every 
good gift, and every perfeR giving to come down from 
the Father of lights. But 


F. 


I2 


VI. 


Of Prayer to God 

But. the- chick of all the Confeſſions 1s that, 
for which our Sariour in{tituted a Sacrament. 
Do this m. remembrance of me ; that is; in Com- 
memoration and Acknowledgment of what 
he by bisblood bath: purchaſed for -us: For 
we nmf{t not thick, :asſome do, that a Sacra- 
ment ſhould be inſtituted for relief only of a 
bad memory, bke a thred tied about'the tin- 
ger ; but ſolemnly to celebrate the memory of 
the greateſt of bleſſingsthat God ever beftow- 
cd upon men; the Redemption of our Souls'by 
the blood of his dear Son : And therefore this 
Confeſnon'carries away from all thereit, the 
name of an Euchariſt, a Sacrifice of Prale and 
Thankſgiving. ' 

By this we fee tlie matter as the Sacrifice of 
the Text fulfilled 1 1n the gs by Colffeſsing to 
his Name. 

The next thing to be obferved i 15; the circum- 
fiance of time when this Sacrifice is to be offer- 
ed, and that is continually. In conformity to 
this, our Service is a continual daily facrifice, 
a Morning and Evening Prayer. And though the 
greate(t benefit of this belongs to thoſe that 
daily attend it; yet becauſe it 1s the Publick 
Secrifc of the Church, all that are Members of 
tbet have their part and _—_— mn it, though 


they 


Hebr. 13. Perſe 15. 


they beabſent, yet not in equal meafure. The 
preſent are' intitled to the benefit as a Sacrifice 
offered by them ; the abſent as a Sacrifice offered 
fo them. For this | 1s our juge Sacrificium that 
y burning a—_ the Altar, for 
ths ſervice of Gad, 'and mn behalf — 
member of the Church, that doth not 
ovicem, {et a bar upon i himfelf by his willal 
neglect of at, and oppolitonto.it; 708 
Laſtly, By him we aretpoflery:* Fs hisme- 
rit and mediation that crowns the $S acrifice. 


In vain ſhonld {inful. man approach lags -_ a 


iefly .n bis\own. Name ;*> but. by 
bat, made our peace with God; , THY: by 
his blood, we may find accefsto hitn. \Fhis 


by bim gives the Characeriſtical difference of 
the Chriſtian ſacrifice from all others; (for other- 
wile the Sacrifice of .Praiſe was common 'toall 
times before, and wider: the Law. : ' You find 
in. many Pſalms a Sacrifice 'of Praiſe : and 
Thankſpiving, .butin none ofthem hykim, in 


VII. 


Chriſts name.  Hithervo. ye, have acked wothingin 14% 


A '6. 24+ 


my Name ( 1ays ſlam "6.4. but "hereafter /tns 
Name will give vertue and efficacy to att owr 
ſervices: And therefore to: gain-fo gracious: 
an Advecate-with. the Faber, our\ Prayers and 


are inthe Linwrgle offered. wp in 
bus 


14: 


Of Prayer to God ; 
his Name, concluding always, By the merits of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 


T Hus you ſee; the Text : exemplified 
throughoutin.the-Liturgy ; and the Litur- 
gie therefore warranted by the Text.” I could 
not promiſe my ſelf time enough to: take a 
view of all the particulars, I have therefore 
reduced that I have to ſay at this tune, to this 
one Qbſervation in grols. -. - 


T hat our Liturgie or Common Prayer 


is a true Sacrifice to God, for the praiſe 
and honor of His Name. 


And to this I ſhall not beg the aſſent of 
thoſe that hke it not, but require ie, and by 
the authority-of the ſame Apyile in another 
place, Rom.1 5.8. where we read, That Jeſus 
Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for the truth 
of Gog,. to confirm the promtiſe made unto the Fathers. 
Now what that promiſe was, he tells us in 
the next verſe. That the. Gentiles might glorifie 
God for his mercy, as it is written, For this cauſe 1 
will confeſs to- thee ) among the | Gentiles, and ſing 
praiſes unto thy Name: Here are Confeſſions, 

i; "M and 


Hebr. 1,. Verſe 15. 
and praiſes, and Singing, by which God is to 
be glorified among the Gentiles : They that 
will be Chriſtians upon other terms,do 1m effect 
make God a lier, who pronuſed it ſhould be 
lo, 

And yet they that would not have it fo, 
are very many, and of many ſorts;and though 
I cannot think the worſe of it, that it lies un- 
der a popular diſlike ; yet becauſe it is no-1ll 
way of learning our duties by the folly of thoſe 
that oppoſe it, I ſhall give you a ſhort account 
of them. 

The ATHEI ST firſt chargesit with fuch 
weapons as he hath, ſcornand drollery: T hat 
theſe Forms, and Ceremonies, and Pageantry of 
worſhipping God in Liturgies, 1s but a trade in- 
vented by the Prieſts, to get their Living, and 
according to the arts ar Inventors, they 
claim a Monopoly, that they only may have the 
offering of that Sacrifice. 

It 18not ſtrange, that they who have not God 
in their hearts, as the Prophet David (peaks of 
thoſe fools, ſhould have any ſacrifice in their 
lps for him. 1n this only, I confeſs, they are 
| nofools. If there be no God, we need not 
trouble our ſelves about a Sacrifice ; but if 
there be a God, let them take the fool again ; 

C or 


I. 


godly Atheiſts. When the late ſtorm.that _ 


Of Prayer to God ; 


for Sacrifice 1s his due. Never was any Nation 
{o barbarous;that fancied a Deity,but thought 


if neceſlary to make ſome teſtification and ac- 


' knowledgment of it by Sacrifice. 


Totheſe we may joyn the whole Herd of. 
SECT ARIES, who are but a kind of 


amongſt us, brought with it thoſe Locuſts that 
over-{pread the Nation ; though their whole 
buſineſs was to deſtroy, yet of all moſt viru- 
lently the Publick Service of the Church. And 
hence it is, thatin the practice of their devo- 
tions, you ſhall find nothing that looks hike the 
offering of a Sacrifice of praiſe for the honor of God : 
But their meeting together, 1s only to tell one 
another their dreams and ridiculous phanlies, 
belying the holy Spirit an hour or two, and 
then depart. And fo I leavethem:. 

And come to another ſort of enemies,whom 
I intend more particularly to call to an ac- 
count, and the rather, becauſe they ſeem to 
allow of a Publick Sacrifice of praiſe, as far as a 
freeDirefory will go ; but for a ſet and {tinted 
Liturgie( as they call it ) they have it in abomi- 
nation, as appears by the heap of accuſations 


they bring againſt it. 


1.T hat 


Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. bs 


1. Thatit is apolluted unclean thing. 

2. *Thatit is a dead Sacrifice. | 

3. A Book-ſervice of the Letter, and not of the 
Spirit. 

4. A Childiſh. 

. Confuſed. 

. Improper, impertinent ſervice. 
A tedious ſervice. 

. A lame ſacrifice, full of defeAs. 

"And laſtly, A blinde one, that edifies not. 

All thisdirtand filth they caſt upon it, 1s 
ealily wiped off with a right underſtanding 
of this only general Doctrine of the Text, 
That it is a ſacrifice of praiſe to God for the honour of 
His Name. 

Firſt, They fay it is a polluted unclean thing, 
taken out of the Popiſh Miſſal and Breviary : 
But 1f it be truly according to the patern in 
the Text, as ye have heard, a Sacrifice of praiſe 
to God, we need not be troubled through 
what hands it paſled before it came to us : For 
as we are not aſhamed to confeſs that our Fe- 
ligion is not a new, but Reform'd Religion ; lo, 
nor need we be aſhamed to ſay, We _ 
God, not by a new, but Reform'd Liturgie: An 
ſo our Faith and Worſhip are both ofa pieceand 
both as old as the Text. | 
C 2 Secondly, 


O01 Q\, wn 
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Secondly, They fay it is a dead Sacrifice, 
made up of empty Forms and Ceremonies; void 
of that hfe and afte&tion which is neceſlary in 
Gods ſervice. If there be that want of afte&tion 
in our Prayers, it 1 a fault, he where it may : 
But certainly the Forms are not guilty of it. It 
1s injuſtice to require that na Sacrifice, which 
belongs only to him that offers it. The 
Church that compoſed the Forms cannot create 
affeflion, It we come to this Sacrifice and leave 
our hearts behind us, I know where the blame 
mult he. 

But you wall ſay, you do not accuſe Ser 
Forms, for want of hfe in themſelves, but that 
by the continual repetition of the ſame things, 
they be-dead affefion 1n thoſe that ſhould have 
it. . And how, I pray, ſhould that be ? Ifthe 
ſenſe of real wants and dleſsings, which are al- 
ways the ſame, cannot keep up our affections, 
how ſhould a new ſet of words do it ? Can 
we 1magine that God ſhould be taken with va- 
riety andftult of phraſes, or that the affection 
that takes heat from them, will render the ſer- 
Tice more acceptable to God ? 

And therefore, when they complain that 
thar devotion is tired with nothing but Al. 
mighty and moſt merciful Father, 1n the Morning ; 


and 


Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. | 


and Almighty and moſt merciful Father n the Even- 
ing; and the ſame over and over again every 
day: That complaint did never lic againſt the 
Jews daily Sacrihce,which was a type of ours ; 
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that there was a Lamb in the morning, anda 


Lamb again at evening ; and the ſame over again 
every day 1n the year. When ous $ awzovr at his 
lalt agony in the Garden, three times retired 
himſelf from his Diſciples to pray, he uſed (t1!] 
the ſame form of words without any change, 
St. Matth.26.4 4.And who dares ſay he want- 
ed ability to vary his prayer,or can lay, he want- 


ed affection;though he did not? For as St.Luke g, ,,.. 


relates it, He prayed ſo earneſtly, that his ſwet was 22-44. 


as it were great drops of blood falling down tothe 
ground , and then ſure there was no want of 
affection ;, for when our zeal 1s at the hotteſt, we 
do not uſe to ſwet at our prayers. 

I goon to a third charge ; That Set forms, 
inſtead of helping us, hinder the $ piru by 
which we ſhould pray. The truth is, Such 
as the Spirit may be.and too often uſethto be, 
it ought rather to be bound with chains, than 
left at liberty ; under a Form of Praying, to 
Libel their Governors,or whom, or what they 
pleaſe to bring into hatred with the people: 


But for the true Spirit of Prayer, that cannot 
be 


IL 
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be tyed with words: For they are utterly miſ- 
taken that think the Spirit of Prayer, ſupplies 
any defe& of words or phraſes ; tor that very 
Text of St.Paul;whercon they ground it,con- 
futes them ; Rom.8. 26. The Spirit helpeth our in- 

rmities, But in what? not in words; for 
what the Spirit ſupplics are there ſaid to be 
appmrz» not ſpoken at pg or, aswe tranſlate it, 
which cannot be wtered, What then doth it ſup- 
ply ? It maketh interceſsion for us with groans,which 
cannot be uttered. The true Spirit of Prayer 
conli{ts in groans, in zeal, and tervency ; and 
that, where it 1s, will animate and put life 
into any Form of Prayer. They & w call 
Forms of theirown making, or borrowing, 
con'd without Book, Praying by the Spirit, 
do both cheat the people, and blaſpheme the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

A Fourth Obje&ion 1s, That it is but a 
Book- Sacrifice, a Reading-Service, which 
any child may do. They complain it ſeems 
of eaſe : If God ſhould require a harder thing 
of us, as no doubt there are many harder 
things tobe done, do them we muſt. The 
ealineſs lays the greater obligation upon us: 
How ridiculous would this exception appear 
againſt the Legal Sacrifices? A Butcher could 

kill 


Hebr. 13. V, erſe 15. 


kill and dreſsa Lamb, as well asa Prieſl. This 
is a falſe, deceitful weight. Gods ſertice is not 
to be weighed by the labor of doing, but by 
the relation to him, for whom it is done : And 
therefore King Solomon,when, by the advice of 
his Father upon his death-bed, he call'd to ac- 
count the chief Leaders in the rebellion of A- 
doniah, as Joab that commanded in chief, and 
Abiathar the High Prieſt, made no queſtion of 

putting Adeniah and Joah to death ; but for 
Sratongh he deprived him of his office, 
yet he ſpared his life. And why? he gives 
no other reaſon but this, Becauſe he bore the Ark 
before his Father David. But was that a work of 
ſuch merit and difficulty ? Could not any 
Porter do as much? it was but carrying ofa 
Cheſt. Solomon did not take his meaſure by 
that. That Sacred Cheſt, the Ark, was a Symbo/ 
of Gods preſence ; it had relation to his Ser- 
Tice, an a that he preferred before his own ; 
for Adoniah was his Brother of the. half-blood, 
and Joav his colin-german. 

You that are the Kings ſervants here in Court, 
do not weigh the merit and honor of your 

laces, which you juſtly have, by the pains 
and difficulty of your ſervice, which we know 
im many 1s little enough, but by the great- 
neſs 
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neſs of the Maſter for whom you do it. Chil- 
dren may be able to read the Book, but not 
therefore hit to offer the Sacrifice. 

They are troubled with the rude, - confuſed 
noiſe that 18 made by the people,in anſwering 
to the Confeſsions and Pſalms. It ſeems their cars 


' are as tender as their conſ{ciences, and both a- 


. VI. 


hke out of tune : For this is a Publick Sacrifice, 
opera AG not 1N the Text, i.e. a Confeſsing together, 
Now there can be no communication of men 
together, but by ſpeech, and therefore of ne- | 
ceſlity it muſt be the Fruit of our Lips. But 
while we, in obedience to that, pray God to open 
our Lips, they teach the people to ſhut them. 
They take it very ill, that they are filenced, 
though they deſerve it, and yet (tick not to 
ſilence the whole Congregation, without any of- 
fence or fault of theirs, | 

They lay it is an improper and impertinent 
Service : We uſe {i +1. ae and Bob for 
our Praiſes and Thankſgivings as are not proper 


and appliable to us: For how can any one 


that isa Man, fay in the Magnificat, Thou haſt 


regarded the lowlineſs of thy handmaid ? Or how 
can it be ſeaſonable for all, eſpecially young 
men,to ſay in the Nunc dimittas, Lord now let thy 
ſervant depart in peace. 


For 


Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. , 

For anſwer to this, and the reſt of that 
kind: It is but turning to the Dodtrine of the 
Text, as we have done in all the reſt. The 
Liturgie is the ChurchesPublick Sacrifice of Praiſe, 
and11n that we are not only to give thanks for 
bleſsings ramediately conferred upon our per- 
ſons, but upon us with the whole Church, 
by the intervention of others. For in the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin we do all partake of the grace done to 
her, bein taken to be the Mother of our Lord. 
And in old Simeon we rejoyce at the fight of that 
ſavation, which was a Light to us Gentiles, as well 
as a glory to the people of Iſrael. * - 

T hey are offended with the length-of the 
Service, which makes it not only rediour in 
it ſelf, but injurious alſo by hindring the 
Sermon. To meaſure the length firſt : If we 
lay our line to it, you will not find it fo. | It 
takes up but a very ſhort part of the whole 


time which God has beſtowed upon us; of 


. which enough we have, and too-much we 
take many times for our reſt and _ ,cnough 
for our own neceſlary buſineſs, an 


a : 
portion befides for our pleaſures and hawk de- 


lights. Can wethinkan hour or two ſpared 
out of all this, too long for Gods ſervice ? or a 


Lamb too much for him, who has beſtowed 
| D the 


r- 
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the whole flock upon us? The tediouſneſs which 
is cauſed by the length of the Service, is cured 
by the end. It mult needs be a leſs trouble to 
us, if we conſider it to be an honor for God. To 
fay no more, How can we think thoſe Prayers 


. too long, in which we our lelves ſue for eter- 


nity? 

Nevertheleſs, if the length of the Liturgie 
ſhould, as they ſay, prove a hinderance to 
Preaching, 1 had ſo much the leſs to ſay for it : 
But how that ſhould be, I underſtand not. 
The Wiſe man aſſures us, there is a time for all 
tLings, and ſure then there 15 a time for two 
things, Prayer and Preaching both. But pol- 
{ibly we may be ſo ſurpriſed, that there 1s not 
time for both ; The Caſe of Conſcience here will 
be, whichof them may beſt be ſpared. The 
Prayers are to God;the Sermons to us ; the Pray- 
ers for Gods honor, the Sermons for our profit. 
In this caſe, I think I may fafely leave every 
man to be his own Caſwit, and goontothe 
next. 

It is defeAive, and ſoa lame Sacrifice. How 
inconliſtent are their complaints, and how 
hard are they to be pleaſed ? It is both too long 
and too ſhort. They mean it is toolong in 
the whole, and too ſhort in the parts. In the 


Confeſſion 


Hebr. 13. Verſe 15. 

Confefion of ſins, in the Thankſgivings, in the 
Collects, many material things omitted. - The 
Scriptures read in broken pieces, and not in 
order. 

. Theſe would not be counted defects, if we 
conſider their end and uſe in the Liturgie, which 
isto be a Sacrifice of praiſe to God, for that is 
ſufficiently attained by them as they are there 
uſed.. | | 

[t 1strue, if we reſpect theſe duties in refer- 
ence to their immediate proper effects, the com- 
mon Forms are inſufficient ; for no man may pre- 
ſume of Remiſfion of ſins, unleſs he confelsto 
God the particulars wherein he hath offended. 
Nor can be truly thankful to him for the bleſ- 
ſings, whereof he makes no particular acknow- 
ledgment: Nor can attain toa full and clear 
knowledge of the Scriptures, that reads not all, 
and in order. All this 18 cally granted. 

But they are utterly multaken in the uſe of a 
Liturgie, that would have it to be a common ſtore 
to furniſh out every duty and zertue, any fur- 
ther than to ſerve for the publick honoring, 
and praiſing of God: For if particulars ſhould 
be named, wherein all are not concerned, 
how can they. truly and heartily ſay Amen ? 
And likewiſe, when- ſome portions only of 
D 2 Scripture 
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Scripture are xead, it 1s to ſuit the preſent oc- 
calion and folemnity.And for particular Con- 
feſsions and Thankſgjivings, 1f men were fo well. 
affected, and ſo well-acquainted with their own 
Souls, as they ſhould be; when general words 
are uſed, they may if they pleaſe, refle& up- 
on their own particulars ; and ſo render the 
Publick Service, an advantage allo to their pri- 
wate intereſt and profit. 
. TI will add but one exception more. They 
lay it is a blind Sacrifice, and edifies ne. 
To edifie is to contribute to the building of us 
os ws. 1) and then not edifying, the 
meaning mult be, that it is good for nothing. 
And truly, if it be fo, it 1s but reaſon we 
ſhould part with it. 

But pu when they ſay, It doth not edifie, 
it may have ſome other meaning in it. They 
may ſay it edifies not, becauſe they like it not, 
or are not pleaſed and fatished with the aſe of 
it; or, which is nearer the true meaning of 
the word, there'is nothing of inſiruction in it, 
which they have not heard a thouſand times 
before. 

They who come to Prayers for theſe ends, 
may indeed be diſappointed, becauſe they 
come without their errant. ' his is a $ aorifice 


for 


Hebr. 1,. Verſe 15. 
for the praiſe and honor of God ; it it edihes that, 
we have no cauſe to complain. A Sermon, I 
confeſs, may fit our turns better in both theſe 
reſpects, if it be as it ſhould be : It is no doubt 
a more pleaſing entertainment of the time, 
if it be to edifie our liking ; and fitter for in- 
ſtruction, if it be to edifhe our learning. But 
then to ſay, Divine Service doth not thus edihe, 
is to blame the Prayers, becauſe they are not a 
Sermon. You would take it ill, as well you 
might, if I ſhould except apainſt Sermons, be- 
cauſe they are not Prayers, 4.e. a Sacrifice of 
praiſe for the worſhip of God, as certainly 
theyare not. But let both have their dues, 
and they are both good ediffers, The. Sermon 
of Faith and Knowledge, the other of the Praiſe 
and Worſhip of God. 

Yea, that part, which, of all the relt, ſeems 
leaſt to edifie, The Hymns, and Pſalms, and 
AmbemMvith Muſick, edifie the praiſe of God. 
I will praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and mag- 
nifie it with thankſgiving, Pſal. 6g. 30. Yea, the 
very inſiruments themſelves have tliew-part in 
prailing God. Therefore will T praiſe thee,- and 
thy faithfulneſs, O God, playing upon an Inflrument 
of Muſick. - 1nto Thee will I fing upon the Harp, O 
thou holy One of Iſrael, Pſal. 751.720. This per- 
haps 
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haps may be allowed to David, to uſe the Art 
—_ he excelled, and may agree with the 
Jewiſb ſervice, but not with the Chriſtian. Nay 
Rom.15.8. St. Paul, 10 the place I named before, aſſures 
us, T hatit was a promiſe made to the Fathers, 
that Chriſlians ſhould ſo glorihe God, by Con- 
fefing to Him, and Singing to His Name, the 
very $ inging 1s not omutted ; and that not of 
Him only, but ' Him , which ſeems ſo rid1- 
culous to ſome, to ling our Prayers, or any 
thing that is offered to God :, But it did not ſo 
to him that knew it better, Pſal. 104. 33. 
I will ſing unto the Lord, as long as I live; 1 will 
ſin Jus: 1 unto my 'God, while 1 have my being. 
What ever others. think, he was reſolved' to 
live and die in it. | 

I ſhall trouble you. with no more of their 
Objeflions ; Theſe only I have taken out of a 

reater heap, becauſe they are ſuch as con- 
=_ the Plain Dofrine, and Letter of the Text, 
and are the moſt popular inſinuatims wherewith 
unwary people have been deluded. 

But you willſay, though we ſee no reaſon 
to approve of theſe men, yet have we not reaſon 
to pity them? For they are content to- loſe 
their Livings for their Conſciences, What they 
loſe, I cannot fay; but for pitying them, I 

ſhould 


Hebr. 13. Perſe 5. 


ſhould be apt enough, if I did not ſee ſome 


Gallants venture more for a young wanton 
Miſtreſs, than others for a chaſt and ſober 
wife. Ifthey be fo fond of their new Directo- 
ry and Covenant, as young lovers are m the firſt 
heat of their affection, who ſay, That they had 
rather beg together, than. part ; who can 
help it ? Yet I will hope that a little more 
time, and a little leſs Indulgence, which ules 
to make the one, will make the other wiſer 
toO. : 

And ſo I leave them, and come to Our 
ſelves, whoſe Judgments have not been fo far 
corrupted as to beenemies to the Liturgie, yet, 
I know not how, ſomethwig hath fo poiſoned 
our Aﬀections,that we are not ſo good friends 
toit as might be wiſhed, We care but little 
to come to it, and haveas little refpe& when 
we areatit.; we lit it out, ortalkit out, fo 
as nothing ſeems to be more 1mpertinent, and 
wherein we are leſs concerned, than in this 
Service. Why will you go to Church? fay 
they ; there's nothing but Prayers. That is in 
words at length, T here's nothing but prazling 
and honouring God. 

It 1s not poſſible, that any could be thus 
bold with their Creator, if they did not de- 


ceive 
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ceive themſelves with a per{waſion that a full 
amends may be made him another way. 
T hat obedience to Gods Commands, a ver- 
tuous and godly hfe is the beſt Sacrifice, He 
ceuſ.35. that keepeth the Law, faith the Son of Sirach, 
Pſalm 4.5. bringeth Offerings enough. And David; an Au- 
thor of more credit, tells us of a Sacrifice of 
Righteouſneſf. And the Apoſile in this chap- 
ter, To do good and to communicate forget not, for 
Verle15. with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. Theſe are, 
and every other a of Vertue,may be a Sacri- 
fice, and God honoured by them : But yet not 
ſuch as will ſerve to ſatishe the Duty of the 
Text. The Sacrifice of obedience is Merapho- 
rical, i, e. God accepts it as well as if it had 
been a Sacrifice, that is, ſomething given to 
himſelf. But the Sacrifice of praiſe is proper 
without a Metaphor.. The original word 
vie, I confeſs, imports ſomething to be de- 
{troyed, but that is meer accidental tothe no- 
tion of Sacrifice. It doth diſtinguiſh the kind, 
but not conſtitute the” nature of it, which is 
accompliſhed by offering ſomething to God 
in acknowledgment of ; Ty And for this 
uſe, the fruit of our lips is as proper, as the 
fruit of our flocks, or of our fields, ever 
were. 


So 
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So likewiſe the honor which God receives 
from our obedience, differs from that of Sa- 
crifice; for that is only of conſequence, and 
by argumentation, 5. e. It ſuits with the na- 
tureand will of God; as we ſay, Good ſer- 
vants are an honor to their Maſters, by re- 
flection : But the honor by Sacrifice is of di- 
rect and ſpecial intendment, it hath no other 
uſe, and 1s a diſtin& vertue from all other 
acts of obedience, and of a different obliga: 
tion. 


I ſhould not trouble you with theſe nice 
diſtin&tions, if they did not carry with them 
matter of important conſequence ; leaſt a 
neceſſary ſervice ſhould be ſhuffled up, and 

uite ft; in the croud of other duties. For, 
though Ged hath the honor of obedience and a 
vertuous life, if we deny him the honor of a 
Sacrifice beſides, we rob him of his due; 
and a greater Sacriledge we cannot commit : 
For that which n the common _ 
of Sacriledge robe Godo nly of things 
cated for biel ſavice); ( and yet that a—_ Rk 
fired the neſts of thoſe, = took Coals from 


the Altar, to warm their own harths-) but this is 
E the 
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the robbing God of the S ervice it ſelf, to which 


the other 1s but an acceſſory. 


It isa fallacy, and piece of practick ſophi- 
itry that cozens the warld, for men to think 
themſelves diſcharged of ane duty by the zeal _ 
they bear to another; as if God were not rob'd 
ſo long as we leave him any thing, 


Now, as it 18 well worth our care, that this 
Service be not loſt in the crowd of other duties, 
{o will it be much more, that it be not loſt 
in worſe company, 1n a throng of Pices. 


And loſt it will be, when the vertue of it is 


; TI land is made barren by the fins 0 
= that dwell therein. The —— oe 
make our Prayers as fruitleſs as our helds. To 
honour God with our ps, and diſhonour 
him withour les ; to be ftrit at Prayers, 
and looſe to all diſorders; The Presbyterian 
pretenſ{10ns cannot make our Sacrificeſo abo- 
nunable as our fins can: They make; God 
complain of that which he himſelf command- 
ed, ai. 1.11. To what eis the multitude of 
your S acrifices unto me, ſaith the Lord ; I am full 
with, the burnt offerings of Rams, and the fat of fed 
Beafis. Andagain, Bring no more vain Oblati- 


Ns ; 


Hebr. 1. Verſe 15. 

"ns ; Incenſe is an 'wbomtination umrome : SO it was 
with the Jews Sactifce ; and the Chriſtians 
wall fare no better, ver. 15. When ye ſpread forth 
your hands I will hide mine eyes from you © yea, and 
when ye make many Prayers I . will not hear : 
Whence grows the diſpleaſure that God takes 
againſt his own Service, but from this ? 
lour hands are full of blood. He will accept no 
Sacrifice from polluted hands. And therefore, 
to reconcile him to his own Service; he puts us 
into this courſe, verſe 16. VPaſh ye, make ye 
clean, put away the evil f your doings from before 


mine eyes, Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek 


Judgement, relieve the oppreſſed, plead for the 
widow. | | 

If we come thus minded and prepared to 
Gods Altar, and offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
to the honour of his Name, we may with 
confidence expect, what God in the ſame caſe 
promiſed, 1 hm 2. 30. Them that honour me, 1 


will honour. 


Toconclude. All that I have faid hitherto 
is only to. vindicate Gods Service from con- 
tempt; and to reſtore it to ſome of the reſpe& 
due toit. And this though the froward times did 


not need,cannot I hope be thought an 1Il office 
E 2 bh for 


3+ 


hn 


Of Prayer to God ; 


for a Sermon, once to be an Advocate for 


Prayer, ſeeing Prayers will always do as 
much for the Sermon,be an Advocate toGod 
to bring down a _—__—_ it. Asthe 
Church: teacheth us to do, fo let us pray, 
That the words which we have heard with our out- 
ward ears may, &C, : ; 


_ 
| 
bs. . 
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A SERMON 


| Preached before His : 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March: 27. 1664. 


—— 


StMark 4. 24. 
— T ake heed what you hear. 


O take heed is always good, but 
moſt neceſſary when danger is 
leaſt ſuſpeRted ; we have therefore 


more need to look to our hear- 

ing, becauſe of all other things we may think 

that hath leaſt need of it. -If it had been a 

Caveat upon the Tongue, Take heed what 

you ſay ; there 1s reaſon enough for that ; for. : 

' the tongue is a world of iniquity, it defileth the has 
whole body, and ſettth on fire the courſe of 
Nature. But for hearing, that ſeems a harm- 
leſs innocent thing, meerly paſſive, no. man 
the worſe for it : And this makes us {it down 
ſecurely to hear any thing : But take heed , 

Hearing 


Of Hearing Gods Word ; 
Hearing 1s no ſuch harmleſs thing : Though 


hearing i; be not-doimg} all, yet at length it 


may bring usko it; it 18 a door to let it in up- 
onus. We are all ſet m the midſt of Temp- 


- tations and Enemies, and cannot be fate un- 


leſs we have a watch and guard upon the pal- 
ſages. 

As David, conlidering the miſchiefs that 
came by intemperate and uriadvied ſpeaking, 
wiſely reſolv'd to ſet a watch at the door of 
his lips ; Dixi, Cuſtodian ;, T ſaid, 1 will rake 
heed to my ways, that 1 offend not with my 
rongue : So another guard will be as neceſla- 
ry at the ear, that nothing go 1n or out, mat 
theear, or out it the mouth, that may betray 
us to our Enemies. If we look nottoour 
cars, they will ſoon become guilty of the 
cotraptions of the heart ; as when we hear 
the y xy it corrupts our judgment of our 
ſelves; the tale-bearer or ſlangerer, it cor- 
rupts our judgment of others. If we heark- 
en to profane, filthy, atheiſtical communica- 
tion, it poiſons the whole man; for evil 
words corrupt good manners. Thus the ear by 
letting in, may prove as ill as the tongue by 
letting out, a world of iniquity too. A' lit- 


| tle care here will prevent a great deal of mil: 


chief : 


St eMark 4. 24. 
chief ; take it at large; for it is good for all 
Perſons, for all - Places, for all Tunes. Bur 
the Caveat of the Text comes nearer to us; it 
follows us to Church, where we think our 
ſelves out of all danger; and yet nearer to 
the very buſineſs we come about, . the bearin 

of Gads Word ; an imployment fo ſafe from 
danger, that we think no care 18 to be taken, 
unleſs it be to get a place ta hear in: For 
concerning this hearing i the advice given 
npon occaſion of: the Parable of the Sawer, 
that went before, wherem our Saviour him- 
ſelf interprets the Seed to be God's Word, 
and the Soil im which it was ſown to be the 
Hearers. Of four ſeveral ſorts, but one came 
to good. It isa great odds, and yet I with 
it were not often greater ; three to one of 
the Hearers nuſcarried, and the fault was on- 
ly in the hearing. It is therefore very ſeafon- 
able for us that are come to hear, and eſpeci- 
ally at this time of Lent, when there is more of 
this Seed ſown than at any other time of the 
year. Where the loſs will-be more, the care 
ſhould be greater. Take heed what you hear. 
This 1s the Argument whereof with Gods 
"bleſſing weare now to treat. 


| Concerning 
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Oncerning our care about hearing, it 

will not Ye amiſs to beſtow the firſt 

of it about the meaning of the Words. 

. Luke relates the- ſame paſlage with ſome 
difference. =: 

Tade heed how your hear. That which is 
quid here, is quomodo there, The difficulty 
will be, Whether St. Mark ſhould expound 
St. Luke, or St. Luke St. Mark? for in relatin 
matter of fa, the truth muſt be one, hag 
the words differ: And yet the words donot 
ſo 'differ, but that in Scripture the one is 
ſometimes taken for the .other, quid for que- 
modo, and quomodo for quid: Gen. 2. 19. God 
brought all the beaſts of the field and fouls of 
the air to Adam, to ſee what he would call them, 
What, that is How; there is quid for quomods, 
On the other fade, Luke 10. 26. we have quo- 
modo for quid : VPhat is written in the Law? 
how readeſi thou ? How, that' is, VPhat readefi 
thou ? 

Though this promiſcuous uſe of the phra- 
ſes will ſerve to reconcile the Evangeliſts, that 
they might mean the ſame thing in diffe- 
rent-words ; yet wall it not ſerve to find out 
which that meaning ſhould be. It will w_ 

c 
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fake courſe therefore to take both in; for 
though vi verborum we can not, yet, which is 
lawful in a Preacher, v comſequentie we may; 
for they are ſo cloſe woven together, that one 
cannot well go wichoutthecdinh __ It willbe 
to no purpole how we hear, unleſswe hear 
what we (hould : and it will be to as little to 
hear what we ſhould, it we care not how we 
hear it. If we take them both mm, they wall 
compleat our care in the two parts of1t, and 
alſo make two Points of the h_ VPhat 
we hear, and How we hear. 

» ..Þ., Take heed what — 

* But how, can that be:griven in caution to 
the Hearer which is not mm his power ? for 
it is wholly at the choice of the Speaker 
what we hear: When the Ear is open it 
mult hear what is ſpoken,whether it be good 
or bad. | True, if the Precept had been gi- 
ven tothe Ear, ſoit muſt be; butit is given 
to the Hearer, to him that hath'an Imperium 
and ruling of that and all the other ſenſes. If 
the reaſon or will ſhall command, the Ear 
will open or ſhut, like or diſlike. It isnot 
ſimple hearing, the Senſeit ſelf is not capable 


of advice, but mix'd. St. Paul gives the Hc.4.2. 
reaſon why the Goſpel being preach'd to the 
FR 


f 
: 
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Of Hearing Gods Word 

Jews did not profit them, becauſe not mix'd 
with Faith in them that beard it. It is not lumple 
hearing, but mix'd with a more noble part 
of the Coul that guides it. And ſo to take | 
heed what you hear, is in effe&t totake heed 
what Faxh and Credit you give t6 that you 
hear ; for fo it follows in the Verſe, ' VVwh 
what meaſure you mete it ſhall be meaſur'd to you, 
the benefit will anſwer to the care, meaſure 
for meaſure. | But what different meaſure 
can there be of that which differs not 2 Gods 
Word is from everlaſting unchangeable. The 
graſs may wither, and flower thereof may 
ade away, laith St, Peter, .but the word of the 
Lird endureth for ever ;. and'this is the 'word 
which by the Goſpel is preached unto you, '1 Pet. 
1, uk. oo 
Though Gods word be one in it ſelf, yet 
that one been made known to the world 
in different ways and Degrees, and fo re- 
wres a hearing proportionable to them. 
God who at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners ſpake in. times paſt to the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath m theſe laſt days ſpoken his 
Som. And likewiſe that which the Son ſpake 
in thoſe kit days, the days of the Goſpel, was 
mn divers manners, For firlt he ſpake by him- 
, Telf 
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ſelf in perſon, The ſpirit of the Lord 'is "upon ;__ 
aw, calf rho: bb Taal me "to prev. 4 ; 
Goſpel ro the por. That whuch he preached 
was certainly Gods word. And when he left 
the world to go:to hs Father, -he ſent the 
Holy Ghoſt from Heaven, whon-the mouth 
of the Apoſtles preached the ſame Goſpel; for 
thoſe holy men ſpake not by the will. of man, 
but as they. were mov'd 'by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And therefore this alſo was truly the word of: oe... 
God. ' And whenthe Church was thus found- * © 
ed by the preaching of the Holy Ghoſt, for 
the propagation of it to all times after, it 
pleaſed to give it in FPriting, ina Scrip- 
ture, and that by inſpiration of the fame 
Spirit which before preached it. So as now 
we need not aſcend to Heaven to fetch Chriſt 
down, nor the Holy Ghoſt, as ſome pretend 
todo to know Gods will, but to receive it 
only from that Scripture. Thus far we have 
the Word of God in Proper, ( 4. e. ) immedi- 
ately out of the mouth 'of” God, and our 
hearing muſt be abſolute for the matter, we 
mult fay with Samuel, Speak Lord, for: thy ſer- 
rant heareth. 

But when it pleaſed God to committhe 
diſpenſing of that word to the Paſtors of the 
F 2 Church, 
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Church, for tbe perf, prefebiing of of the $ cine, f for the 
work of the Mimiſtry, for the edifying of the body of 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 4.12. Now the word of God 
was come into the hands of men ſubje& to 
infirmities and error, who may bath deceive 
themſelves and others... And here our Savi- 
ours advice comes in ſeaſon, Take heed what you 
hear. Before, Gods word was in the Origi- 
nal, but here only in the T ranſcript, or Co- 
Py ; and ſome Copyings are more happy than 
others, and come nearer the Origimal, and 
therefore not all of the ſame value and eſteem. 
All Preachers are not to-be heard alike, nor 
all Sermons. The word of God in them is 
fo the water of Life, that it often taſtes of the 
mineral, through which it runs, and hath a 
tincture from the carthen Veſlel that brings it, 
and therefore not to be receiv'd with that 
meaſure of truſt which belongs to the pu 

and pro __ word of God. For, take a Ser. 
mon at the belt, the moſt you can make of it 


1s, that it is Gods word only in a qualified 
ſenſe, becauſe the Church intends it ſhould 
beſo ; and it is the Preachers judgment and 
opinion that it 1sſo; and poſſibly it may be ſo 
mdeed. But then-becaule poſſibly it may not 
be ſo, we had need take bed what we hear. 


We 
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We learn from St. Paul that it was more 
than poſſible, it was truly fo then; for he 
warns Timothy of Preachers that will ſtrive 
about words to no purpoſe, but to the ſubverſion of the 
hearers, 2 Tim. 2.14. And verſe 16. By pro- 
phane and vain bablings do increaſe to more ungodli- 
ne. And verſe 17. Their word will eat as doth 
a Canker, ir a Gangrain; for ſothe Greek word 
is; and a —_— Diſeaſe, and by all 
means poſſible to be avoided, and eſpecially 
to be taken heed of, Thus it was in the early 
times of the Church, we have reaſon then to 
look for m_ after, and ſo we of late times 
found it by ſad experience : Not oal ane 
and vain Lablings, but Sedition, wr 
Rebellion were dreſt up and appear'd in the 
likeneſs of Sermons. It is too plain, we 
have but too much need of caution to take 
heed. h 
But alas! what ſhonld private men do? 
mult they, or can they call all Preachers and 
Do&trines to account ? The Scriptures indeed 
which are the undoubted Word of God 
would do it if well manag'd, but how can 
that be hoped from every hand ? wherein 
wile, that 1s, learned men, are miſtaken, and 
from whence every Se ſeeks Patronage, and 


— 
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rſwades itſelf to have it. What means is 
| wn then left by the help whereof we may 
take he2d what we hear. Truly none that I 
know,but this ſtill,the Scriptures are the only 
infallible rule. _FIAP 

'But how ! Not left looſe to the prejudices 
and fancies of every man; for then it will 
fall out, as with thoſe that look in a Glaſs, 
in which every one ſecs his own face, though 
not anothers ; the reaſon 1s becauſe he brings 
his face to the Glaſs, not becauſe it was there 
before. So every Seft ſees the face of his 
own Religion in the Scripture, not becauſe 
it was there before, but. e his ſtrong 
| fancy and prgudice- brought it thither ; he 
thinks he fees that in the Scripture, which in 


truth is only im his own 1magmation. 


But how then can we have any help from 


the Scriptures to take heed what we hear ? 
Not as Gods word lies diffus'd through the 
whole body of them; but as prepar'd and 
fitted up in a ſummary and thort form of 
whoelſom words by ſuch to whom the care of the 
Church 1s committed, x 

If any ſhall think this a humane invention 
derogatory to the ſufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures. Let him implead St. Paul firſt, who 


made 


. 
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made the ſame uſe of it, finding what mil. 
chief falſe Teachers had done, ch arges Ti- 


mothy with the care of it, 2 Tim. 1. UToTY- 
T wow ex6 UVIQUYAITWY AGY WV- Hold f, faſi Ta form of 
ſound words which thou haſt heard of me. his form 
he calls n the laſt verſe of the former Epi- 
{tle Tv Waparatihneny a depofit un commtted 
to his truſt, and for that very = ſe that = 
might avoid profane and vain ba 

oppolitions of Science falfly ſo called , =_ 
that is plainly, that they might take heed what 
they hear.  * 

Theſame courſe was taken by the whole 
Church after conſidering how hard,or rather 
impoſſible it was for every one out of the 
Scriptures to work out to himſelf an aſſu- 
rance of the knowledge of as much as was 
neceſſary to ſalvation, and with that a con- 
ſent with the reſt of the faithful, who are 
commanded to ſpeak and think the fame 
things, which cannot be done but in a certain 
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form of words. Such a form, if not the ſame © t Cor.t. 


with S. Paul vrorvrwon, was the Apoſiles Creed, © 
the uſe whereof hath ever ſince continued in 
the Church to be a help to take heed what we 
beleve. 


The ſame conrſe was of later times held by 
divers. 


4.6 
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divers particular National Churches, who 
weary-with the inſolence and domineering of 
their Siſter at Rome, did ſuo jure uti, and pro- 
vide for themſelves, which fell out in a time 
when the world was filled with Controverſies 


and Diſputes of Religion. T hat the people 
ght not be carried _— with every wind fa 


frine, that blew from all corners, it was their 
care, and wiſdom to compoſea form of whol.- 
ſome words in their ſeveral Confeſſions, to be a 
rule what to hear. | 

Now following our Saviours advice, you 
have reaſon to ask, With what meaſure of 
Faith are theſe confeſſions to be received ; 
for, Kuis cuſlodiet ipſum cuſiodem ? W hat cre- 
dit mult be given to that which muſt bea rule 
how far we credit others? That we miſtake 
not, They are not to be received with that 
faith which 1s due to Gods word, or any thing 
out of it asneceſlary to ſalvation; but with 
ſuch as wiſe men would give to the means of 
ſetling unity and conſent in matters contro- 
verted, as the title of our Confeſſion imports, 
that is, That they are Articles of Peace not 
Articles of Faith. They make no new Re- 
lgion or new Faith, 

This, by the way, gives an calie Anſwer 


to 
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Where was your Rel mn before Luther ? Where 
Was your Church before the 39. Articles? We 
do not date our Religion from thoſe Articles, 
The Church of England ( I grant ) is call'd fo 
from their Confteiſion, but by an accidental 
denomination ; 3.e, It is that Church which 
| for preſervationof unity and peace 1n1t, in- 
joyns. nothing to be taught or heard for 
God's Word which is repubnant to them in 
the particulars there mentioned. But for the 
eſſential denomination of our Faith, whereon 
alvation depends, it is the Faith of God's 
Word, ſumm'd upin the ancient Catholick 
and Apoſtolick Forms ; as is evident from 
our Conflitutions and -Pra&tice. For when 
any 15 received as a Member into the Church 
by Baptiſm, the Laver of Regeneration, no 
other Faith 1s required but that which 1s com- 
priſed in the Apoſtles Creed. And when by 
aconfefſion — Faith and Sins, we pre- 
re to receive the other Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of our Lord, our Faith 1s 
that according to the ancient Nicene Creed. 
And in the Office of Fiſting the Sick, the 
Abſolution ( a comfort at all times, and moſt 


of all when we give up our Souls into the 
x G Hands 
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to the Papiſis hard Queſtion, as they think ; 


4.8 | 
Hands of God ) is not to be admuiniſtred but 
to thoſe that make confeſſion as well of their 
Faith as of their Sins; and that Faith is only 
according to the Apoſiles Creed, Thus are 
we born, nouriſh'd, and difloly'd by the ſame 
Faith, according to the ancient Catholick and 


Of Hearing Gods Word ; 


Apoſtolick Forms. A Faith of this age nei- 
ther/ought they to- reproach, nor we to be 
alham'd of. 


To return too particular Church Con- 


feſsion , it hath another end and ule ; they are 


Articles of peace and conſent in certain-Con- 
troverlies toin{trut and help us to take heed 
what we hear. 
But it will not be ſo taken by all ; for the 
Churches. Remedy is the SeRaries Diſeaſe, 
who complain, That by this means the liberty 
of the Ypirit and of the Conſcience are penn'd 
up in thoſe Forms; and, which is a worſe- 
miſchief, if it were true, a binding of 
God's Word, which ought to be free: But 
for that God's Word neither 1s nor can be 
bound. The Forms are no more but the 
oathering together ſome of thoſe Waters 
which flow all over the Scriptures, into a 
{tream, to fit them for the eaſe and uſe of all. 
But they ſay, they take a better courſe to 
: fetch. 
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fetch all from the Fountain. The Fountam 
indeed is purer; but I ſee no reaſon why the 
W ater ſhould be purer in their Pitchers hun in 
the Churches Stream, ſeeing both claum 1mme- 
diately to the ſame Fountain. 

They fay again, That theſe Formsare nv 
better x frm ſnares, to hinder many a painful 
Preacher of the Goſpel. They would ſeem 
carefal to unbind God's Word ; bat I ſee tt 
1s to fet themſelves at hberty. Asfor -painful- 
neſs in Preaching, if it be 'not to ſome good 

fe, I ſhall not much reckon upon. 


The Phariſees compaſſed Sea and Land, but 1 it _ —_—_ 


was to make Phariſees, Proſelytes of their © 
Faction, not of Religion. | 

Nay, but they —_ the Goſpe : The 
Goſpel i is A glorious Word; but . vol Goſ- 


pel? A Goſpel you may perhaps have 


enough of, and W. much : S. Paut informs , 7;@.,... 


Fi of perilous times to come, when men 

be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, boaſlers, 
proud, blaſphemers, without natural affefion, truce- 

led {4 ſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers 

; _ at are good, traitors, heady, high-mind- 


” i think you comes.it to pals that there 
ſhould be ſuch a/general —_— ? was it 


(3 2 not 
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not for want of preaching ? They had no 
Sermons, .or perhaps no great aftection for 
them: they were ſome; cold hearers, that 
were content with one Sermon a day. No, 
that was not-the matter; 1f we read on to the 
next Chapter we (hall 'hnd-they had hearing 
enough; for they were ſuchas heap'd .to them- 
ſelves Teachers, and ſo had heaps of Sermons, 
and aftetion for them too; for they had itch- 
ing ears. What was then? They could 
not awaywith ſound DeFrine, but would have 
Teachers after their own luis; they had the 
Goſpel in plenty, but it was Evangelium| #s:bv- 
pias. not woebaas; after their own lulſts, not 
of ſound Dofrine. 

But what is ſound Doctrine ? S. Paul doth 
not ſay here, becauſe a little before he had 
given Timothy a form of it, Keep the Form 
of ſound words which thou haſt heard from me; 
awd becaulc.. their Goſpel did not agree 
to that, he chargeth .him to avoid ir. So 
ſhould we do too with ſuch a Goſpel as will 
not itand. within our form of wholefom 
words : Or if it be ſuch as was preached here 
for twenty years together, we have little rea- 
{on to be fond of it, or any pains that 1s 
taken about it. If they will not hear the 
Churches 
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Churches Goſpel, what reaſon hath the 
Church to hear theirs ? Fo 

To end my hrit point, If itwas wiſdom in 
St. Paul to commend a form of words, and in 
the- whole Catholick Church to uſe one; if 
the ſame was practisd by every reformed 
Church.and all that people might with peace 
and ſecurity know what to hear : I do not un- 
der{tand what wiſdom it can be to lay all com- 
mon again for any mans pleaſure ;, for this is 
to legitimate Schiſm, and entail divition tothe 
Church for ever. As you love your ſelves, 
your quiet, and look to receive benefit by the 
wnmortal ſeed of Gods Word, it you would 

good Chriſtians, that is, be adviſed by 
Chriſt, and in that way which all Chriſtians 
have uſed, to Take heed what you hear... 


E come now to the ſecond point of 
our care, Take heed how you hear, and 
this no leſs neceſſary than the former ; for 
when we have provided for the Matter what 
we hear, we may yet offend in the Manner 
haw :; -and ſo loſe the benefit of both. 

That which is here fet down in proper 
words,s by our Qaviour 1lhiftrated in a Simi- + 
litude, verſe 21. Is a candle brought to be put 
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under a beyfbel, or under a bed, and not to be ſet on a 
Candleſlick ? that is, and fo' St. Luke expreſles 
it, A candle 1s not brought to be put under 
a Buſhel, but - to be fet on a Candleſtick. 
This makes two points in the manner of 
our hearing, one negative, that we do not ſo 
hear Gods Word that we put it under a 
Buſhel, another affirmatize, that we fet it on 
a Candleſtick. | 

For the firſt, Gods Word is a light, we 
can do nothing more contrary to light than to 
hide it, to put it under a Buſhel, :.e. to do any 
thing that will intercept the light and benefit 
of it. Now this may be done ſeveral ways. 

Firſt, By perverting the proper end-a 
uſe of hearing. Hearing Gods word is cer- 
tainly a good point of Religion ; for it isa 
duty commanded, verſe 23. If any man have 
ears to bear let him hear ; yet. it he hear as he 
ſhould, he mutt not miſtake one kind of du- 
ty for another. ' Dutics are of divers kinds, 
lome eſſential parts of Religion, ſome inſtru- 
mental, and fore; both. The two chief du- 
ties of this time, faſting and hearing, are in- 
[{trumental onely. That Faſting 1s ſo, we 
learn from St. Paul. The Kingdom of Heavey 
is not meat and drink, 1.6. coniſts not in it; 
yet 


St «Mark 4. 24. 
yet if well uſed 18 a help to it. Inſlrumenti vis 
in uſu conſiftit. If faſting attains not the end 
and uſe of it; 1t 18 good for nothing, not to be 
reckon'd in the order of Religious duties. 
So hearing Gods Word, if it work no 
amendment in us, 1 but a Cypher alone that 
{tands for nothing, no better than a Candle 
under a Buſhel. 

When hearing is not it ſelf, doth not the 


Tz 


= 


own duty, we are extreamly nnitaken if we 


make it ſerve for any other. Hearing doth 
| edifie, help to the building, but as an Inſtru- 
ment, not as Stone and Timber, the eſſential 
= ofit. - The Ax and the Hammer, the 
Square and the Level, are inftruments with- 
out which there can be no building : but we 


would think hymn mad that ſhould therefore ' 


lay them 1n the Walls or the Foundation : 
They areas much guilty of folly, who make 
their ordinary worſhip of God to be nothing 
but to go hear the Sermon; yea, and the 
extraordinary, a ſolemn Fait and Humulia- 
tion to hear a Sermon ; A publick Thankſ- 
giving to hear a Sermon, and that is all. If 


any buſineſs extraordinary fall out, where- 


unto we think fit by our Devotion t01Ngage 
Gods bleſſing and proteRion, all we do for 
his 
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his fake we fit and hear a Sermon. Ifthe Ser- 
mon doth the work of an in{trument it is well, 
to fit and . enable us to periorm thdſe duties, 
it ſelf 1s neither {tick nor ſtone in the Building, 
We mult not thipk all is done when the Ser- 
mon 18 done. + 
Inſtruments are of an indiferent - nature, 
may be well or ill uſed ; ſo are not eflen- 
tials, as Faith, Repentance, and Charity, are 
conitantly the fame. Faſting, I ſaid wasan 
inſtrumental duty, and fo was as well us'd 


for {trife and debate, as for Humihation and - 
 Repentance. 


We may remember many of 
thoſe fighting Falts. * He that hew'd Timber bg- 
fore out of the thick Trees was known to bring it to an 
excellent work , but now they break down all the 


carved works thereof with Axes and Hammers, 


that is with the ſame tools that built it. 
As Sermons are inſtruments to build up, at 
another time they pull down as falt. 
therefore very necellary we take heed how we 
hear them. _ | 

As we mult not miſtake 1n the kind of the 
duty, an inſtrumental for an eſlential ; ſo nor 
in the kind of the Initrument : for ſome are 
natural, as the eye 1s of ſeeing, the ear of hear- 
Ing ; theſe naturally do their work. Others 


poli- 


It is: 


| 
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poſitive of Divine Inſtitution, which have no 
vertue or power but from that ; and ſuch are 
the Sacrarhtents. I confels'T never heard any 
ſay, that.hearing of Gods Word was a Sacra- 
ment of Faith : yet I know there is more ver- 
tue aſcrib'd to it than natural, and by ſome 
more than Sacramental ; for no Sacrament 
they thiak eftectual without a Sermon. 

If there be a miſtake im the manner and kind 


of operation in the Inſtrument, it will prove 


another putting the Candle under a Buſhel. 
I hope you will not think it a fruitleſs curioſity 
to enquire a little farther into it. 

Hearing and. Preaching both, for they al- 


ways go together, are ſo Jroper to the Gol- 


pel, that by them it is diſtinguiſhed from the 
Law, for St. Paul arguing for the Chriſtian 
Faith againſt the Jewiſh, calls it the Heating 
of Faith, Gal. 3. 2. He that miniſtreth to the ſpi- 
rit, and worketh miracles - among you, doth he it 
by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of 
Faith? The hke propriety in the Goſpel hath 
preaching ; for whatſoever way the wiſdom 


of the world may take, Ir pleaſed God by the 


fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that be- 

lieve, 1 Cir. 1. 21. And thus by way of di- 

ſtintion the Goſpel is call'd the miniſtration 
= . 


of | 
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of the Spirit, becauſe preached by inſpiration 
of the Spirit, and the Law the miniſtration of 
the Letter, becauſe given in wnting, 2 Cor. 3. 
6. Who hath made us Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, ou yopuuparY. GANAGL WveuucaTOy not of the 
Letter, but of the Spirit. ; ; 
- But was there then no hearing nor preach- 
ing under the Law ? That cannot be ſaid nei- 
ther. They have Moſes and the Prophers, ſaith 
Kfbraham to Dives, let them hear them. And 
the Prieft's lips could not preſerve knowledge 
unleſs it were received from his mouth by 
hearing, - It was commonly practiſed in the 
Synagogues after the reading of the Law in 
the tume of the Apoltles to exhort the peo-' 
ple. When St. Pauland his company went 
into the Synagogue at Antioch in Piſidia, they 
A% 1;, Were delired to give the people a word of ex- 
15. hortation. 

How then comes 1t to paſs that by hearing 
and preaching, the Chrittian Religion 1s di. 
{tmguiſhed trom the Jews, which are com- 
mon to both ? And why is the Law call d the 
miniſtration of the Letter, by way of diſtinti- 
on, ſeeing the Gofpel is written as well as the 

Law? | | 
'Tis plain that theſethings are ſpoken, not 

32 ſmph, 
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ſimply, and univerſally of either, but in rela. 


tion to their beginning and fo-ſt publiſhing to 


the world. Becauſe the Law. was then pi- 
ven by writing, though afterwards Jucinrt. 
it s called the miniitration of the Letter : So 
the Goſpel, though afterwards written, yet 
becauſe it was then only preached by revelati- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt, it 1s call'd the miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit. | | 

T hat likewiſe which St. Paul ſpeaks of the 
hearing of Faith, and of ſaving men by the fool- 
ilineſ of preaching hath a peculiar relation to 
Chriſtiamty in the manner of founding it at 


firſt. For certainly Preaching in it ſelf was 
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not in the eye of humane wiſdom a fooliſh 


way to per{wade, but ſuch as the wiſeſt of 
them all uſed : when they would perſwadethe 

ple any thing, they did it by orations and 
Hake which are of the ſame kind with 
Pome | 


But if we look at that preaching by which 


_ theChriſtian m_ was at fir{t introduced, 


it had in the eye of humane wiſdom ſomething 
of folly in it. For to introduce a Law or Re- 


ligion to any people, theſe wo things among 

others are neceſſary. 
That they give it in Writing, that they 
H 2 might 
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might more certainly know what-they had to 
do, and that it be by ſuch as have authority and 
power. And this way God himſelf took in 
giving the Jewsa Law : for firſt, he wrote it 
with bis own fingers, and then publiſhed it by 
the Miniſtry -of. Moſes who was their leader 
and governour. | 
But for the introduction of the Goſpel, it 
pleaſed God to take a far different courle, 
that 1s, to commit all to the preaching of a 
few poor deſpicable Fiſher-men, who were 
only private men, of no. authority ; and 'of 
whoſe Goſpel they had no knowledge, but 
from what wasto be taken from their mouths.. 
And that when fir{t preached, was by ſome: 


elteemed no better than a diftemper, yea, - 


plain drunkenneſs : yet, thus it pleaſed God. 
to put the words of eternal life into theſe 
earthen vellels, and by that means to make his 
own power known, and by that folly tocon- 
found the wiſdom of the world. | 
But for our preaching, though it may have 
many times too good a title to fooliſhneſs in 
preaching, yet not to the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching : for, thoſe obſtacles remov'd, it is 
the ordinary way by which all knowledge, 


humane as well as divine 1s communicated : 


My 
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. My meaning 1s, that hearing now is to be look- 
ed upon asthe common natural inſtrument to 
recerveinſtruction, and therefore no benefit 
to be reckon'd on from it, but what is com- 
mon to all other learning and knowledge, 
that is, by ſerious ſtudying, and diligently 
pondering the things we hear ; for if we truſt 
to any ſecret, ſacramental, myſtical vertue in 
hearing : that profit we ſhould get by the 
Word we may loſe by the Hearing. Therefore 
take heed-how you hear , for this is a ſecond way 
' of putting Gods word under a Buſhel. 

T here 1s anether way,which in part at leaſt 1II. 
puts under the Buſhel too, when we confine 
it to the Sermon : whereas that is of little uſe, 
if Gods word be not in it; they ſay, The word 
is of as little, 1f it benot in a Sermon, which 
15a derogation to the goodneſs and bounty of 
Almighty God, who hath diſpenſed his D1- 
vine 1 ruth ſo many ways belides : as, 

Firſt by Reading ; for though when Gods 
Word was o I only, it could be only 
heard ; yet when it wasa Scripture, it might 
be known, as all other Writipgs, by reading 
alſo : for this reaſon St. Paul ſets Timothy to : Tim.4. 
his Book, Till I come give attendance. to read. * 
Ing ; SeaXh the S Criptures , for therein you : 

Ty | thiak 
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think you have eternal life , and ſearch we can- , 


not unleſs we read them, that by reading we 


may find the way to eternal life: yea, though 


all were to be done by preaching, Reading is 
that too: For Moſes had in old time them that preach. 
ed him, being read in the Synagogues every S abbath- 
day, AQts 15. 21. 

Secondly, By writing, Gods Word works 
Faith in us, if S. John was not miltaken when 
he ſaid, Theſe things have I written unto you, that 
ye may know ye have eternal life, and that ye may be- 
lieve in the name of the Son of God. Good wri- 
ters are intheir kind good Preachers. Why 
then ſhould any be ſcandalzed at the Preach- 
er, that looks upon his Book where his Ser- 
mon 1s Written, Indeed, if men now were 
to ſpeak asthe Apoſtles did, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance, it were a great miſtake to look 
for him in a Book : But if we, asall muſt take 
Gods Word out of the Scripture ; and every 
Preacher, if he be not too bold with God and 
his Auditors, that he may ſpeak from thence 
what 18 both true and ſcaſonable, prepares by 
writing that which he 1s to preach ; the Ser- 
mon 1s the ſame in the Pulpit that it was in the 
{tudy, and though the Preacher that. looks in 
his Book be the worle, the Sermon I am ſure 


| is not. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, We may receive the 4ruit of 
God's Word in the virtuous hte and example of 
others ; for this St. Paul calls the holding forth 
the VFord of Life, Phil. 2. 16. That ye maybe 
blamelef, the Sons of God, without rebuke, holding 
forth the VVord of Life, i.e. it is vifible -and le- 
gible in all our actions and demeanour. Thus 
a Man may be a Preacher of God's Word, 
though he be not in Orders: Yea, Women, 
that are forbidden to ſpeak in the Church, 
may thus convert their Husbands at home. 
Likewiſe, ye VVives be in ſubjefion to your Husbands, \ »,,.. 
that if any obey not the W ord ( that is, when it is 

reached ) they alſo may without the Word be won 

the converſation of the Wife. So power- 
ful and effectual is God's Word, that it 
works by example, though in the weakeſt 
Veſſels. , 

' There be divers ways of preaching in the IV. 
more proprr ſenſe, belides the Sermon ; for 
preaching 1s either publick or private, as we 
learn from St. Paul, Afs 20, 20. where he 


| gives account to the Elders of Epheſur of. 


himſelf, That he had taught them publickly, 
and from houſe to houſe. "Sure he did not 
make a formal Sermon in every houſe he 
came into, but as occaſion and opportunity 

Was 
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was given, by Conference he made known to 
them the Wall of God. 

Again, Publick ws 1s not all of a 
kind ; for that may be, either by laying the Foun- 
dation, the Principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt, as 
the Apoſtle calls them, Heb. 6. 1. which we 
call Catechzing,', 1+ this be not. Preaching, 
if laying the Foundation be not edifying, we (liall 


- makebuta ſorry Building, If this Founda- 


tion of Faith be not well laid, every new wind 
af Doarine that riſes blows it ſtraight down 
again. | 

In theſe ſeveral ways, beltdes the Sermon, 
is God's Word effeiual. Now if weput all 
theſe under the buſhel, and ſet up the Sermon 
only, we had need take heed how we hear 
that ; for if that wherein all our hope and con- 
fidence lies ſhould go unter the bulhel too, we 
are in a fad caſe. 9s 4] 

It will therefore neerly concern us totake 
heed, That God's Word be not loſt in the 
Sermon, 4. e. that the power of it, which con- 
fiſts in the evident conviction of truth; be not 
loſt in formalities and impertinences,.common- 
ly us'd in Sermons. 

As when little regard 1s given by ſome to 
God's Word, unleſs the Sermon preſents it 


ſelf 
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Felt dreſs 'Fap with all the alliafiein of Art, 


Language.and Phanlie too ; which ſometimes 
ſodiſgutesit, as 1t can hardly be known from 
a Poem. But for the true uſe. of Ornaments 
of Art and" Speech, if they make us love our 
duties the more, as they make us more in love 
with hearing, I ſhould think it well beſtow'd. 
But if painted Sermons be like painted Glaſs, 
that makes a Room beautiful, but intercepts 
roo mach the light, it may. well go in the 
rank" too 'of thoſe things which put God's 


. Word under the buſhel. 


-  Theſame is done too with a courſes ſort of 
erin which have no title to be divine, but 
that they want humane Learning. And yet if 
God's Word be not in that jejune formal dreſs, 
it will not beſo kindly received by thoſe who 


- outof a ſeerming 'tendernefs of the liberty of 
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God's Word, are afraid that the Churches 
Form ſhould bind it, and ſpare not to fetter 
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itin cold formalities of their own, 4n which it 


hs nt to nothing. 

Again, God's Word mult needs be put 
under a buſhel, when it is put into the buſhel ; 
E mean, when. it-is heard by Meaſure: 1 do 
not.:mieatrithe meaſure of Faith here in the 


Text, the 'meaſure of the Sanctuary; but 
I the 
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* the common Market-meaſure ; as when we 
mult have an How-glaſs full at lealt, and 
ſomwhat running over, to make a juſt Ser- 
mon ; though he particulars be as mcoherept 
both deep Text —_ themſetves, as the 
ſand that meaſures them; yet 1þ-it runs on 
{moothly, and fills up the time; all s well. 

There is as little good from Sermons when 
they are heard by Tale; if we have nat our 
full number, 41 our full meaſure; two 
— the poor peopleare ſtarv'd. 

They would pity my Iimphctty, if I ſhonld 
take upon me ta confute i out of vain Phulo- 
ſophy, and tell them out of it, That quanitaris 
la "q efficacia : 1 (ball, with their good 
i Tir3-1. Jeaves, from St, Pam, ( qut of the place I na- 
_ med before) to Timoby, ſhew ther, That 
there is no efficacy in quantity: What a bed- 
roll of {ns doth he hay at their doors that heap- 
to themſelves Teachers? There wasa heap 
of {ms under a heap of Sermons. And no 
wonder ; for ag after their own halt, the- 
more commonly the worſe. 

| There be many other things to be taken 
heed ofin hearing, which intercept and ob- 

firuct the hight God Word: yn becauſe 
the time wears away, I will add but one 
more. That 
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T hat out of ignorance or ill will we dom 
miſconſirue what we hear ; as St. Perer obſerv'd 
ſome to do with St. Pan's Epiſtles, which 
they wreſted to their own deſtruflion. | 

And this I rather add in my own defence, 
left that which is ſpoken in favour of hearing, 
ſhould be interpreted a diſcouragement to it ; 
becauſe people generally are not fo well affe&t- 
ed as theyſhould beto ſo good a duty, who 
had more need of he to heat them, than Wa- 
ter to cool them. 

It had beento better purpoſe, you will ſay, 
if I had taken my Text out of St. James; Be 


fwiſt to hear. 


But T befeech you not to be miſtaken. 
That which hath been ſaid doth not take us 
offour ſpeed : We may be {till as ſwift to hear 


as our Zeal can carry us. It puts us onlyin 
our right way, that we do not run in vain. Itis 


only to take' God's Word from under the 
buſhel, whereit doth no good ; that we may 
ſet it on the candleſtick, from whence we may 
recerve the light of it, and in that the benefit 


© of onr Saviour's advice, to take heed how we 


hear ;, which is the ſecond part of our care in 
the affirmative, by ſetting Gods VVordon 


the candfeſtick. 
I 2 To 
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70 ſet God's V Vord on the Candleſtick, 
is to ſet-it where we may receive the 
light of it ;, and that 1s, firſt, | 
I. By a particular uſe and application of it to our 
ſelves that hear; for though Preachers have 
commonly theſe words in their Sermons, 
Uſes, and Application, and they know beſt 
why they uſe them, I donot; for ſure I am, 
they are more proper to the Hearers., The 
Preacher givesthe Doctrine, but the Hearers 
mult make the Uſe and Application. No 
Preacher can fſay,. as Nathan to David, Thou art 
the Man; unlefs he have a ſpecial Commiſſion, 
as he-had trom God. No Preacher hath ac- 
ceſs to our Conlciences; at that Bar every man 
mult be his own Judge and V Vitneſs, and as 
there ſhall be cauſe, pronounce Sentence 
againſt himſelf, Thou art the Man... | 
If we fit at the Sermon as men unconcern'd 
for any thing but the hearing of it, tous it is all 
one as 1f it had been {till under the Buſhel, and 
not upon the Candlettick;, 
If we hear, and make no uſe of it; we leave 
out the belt part of the Sefmon; for the Hear- 
ers make bad. Sermons, as well as Preachers. 
But whena fault or error is reprehended, 
mult every Hearer pronounce himſelf guilty ! 
Certainly 
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Certainly No';. for that were injuſtice tocon- 
demin the innocent. Though; the: Sermon 
condemns not every man that hears it, yet it 
putsevery man upon histrial, to letthe light 
mto his own boſom, to fee whether he be guil- 
ty on not. If guilty*:ebim do as guilty men 
do, ſue for mercy, and-pardon, andainend: 
ment : If not gwlty, let tim enjoy the com- 
fort of that, :If our heart condemns us not, then have 
we confidence towards: God,: 1, Joh.. 33-2 1:1 And 
happy is he that 'condemineth not himſelf,” Rom. 14. 
22, Guilty, or not guilty, we have benefit by 
the light that actually ſhines upon us; for ſo 
it doth in;the Candleſtick. ris he exaciens] 
_ -Alightin a Candleſtick inhghtens.every one 1. 
alike that comes into the room. -Ifa light be 
brought to us which-none can ſee but he that 
brings it; it may very well be fulpetedto be 
none of God's Lights, | becauſe 4it-wilk-not 
iand in a Candleſtick, ſo as to-be ſeen. by 
others, And many ſuch.there be,. who mult 
be allowed to hold ſpecial intelligence with 
God; and by private illummation, from: the 
Spirit, ſee clearer and farther into the darkeſt 
Mylteries than any of the Doctorsor Rabies. 

"They put me in mind ob fome, .though-not 
the. belt ſort of Greatares/ yetin :the ER 

ter 
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better than others ; as the Owle, the Cat, and 
the Bat : of which Ihave known Philoſophers 
give this reaſon: That rays of light do naty. 
rally ſtream from their eyes, by which the Me- 
dium and Air about is inlightned ; Thisat beſt, 
if there be any ſuch; isa light which none ſees 
but themſelves. Now 1t thoſe illuminated 

. ſeers beſuchthat their Ight is not where Gods 
Word ſhould be in-a Candleſtick, where it 
may be ſeen of all, it:is indeed no better than 
Owles light that ſhines only out of their own 


qu. 72 
1. Alghtina Candleſtick doth not only en- 
lighten all the perſons, but all theparts alſo ofthe 

room, every corner, the darkeit and moſt ſe- 

cret : it ſhines not only upon our 

cloaths and faces, ( i.e. ) our outward faſhion 

and demeanor, but asGod requireth mruth in 

Plal.51.5. the tywards parts, thither mult the light go too, 
to the molt retired Cloſets and Cabinets with- 

in; to the very thoughtsand intentions of the 

| heart. I: 5s ſharper than any two-edged Sword that 
16-412: enters berween the joynt and the marrow. Light 
. will pierce through where no Sword can go, 

at the leaſt hoke and creviſe. If all our a&ti- 
onsof greateſt ſecrecy receive not light and d1- 
reion from Gods Word; we donot ſet it in 


a 
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a Candleſtick, for there nothing is hid from 
the lght'thereof. 

A Candle ina Candleſtick, asit gives light 1V. 
to every part of the room, fo it doth toall the 
work and buſancſs init. * It fſhews not only the 
end of all cternal reit and happmeſs, but isa 
light unto the paths that lead to it. '. It holds 
us not only _ the gaze of the glory and joys 
of —_— _—_— Ho—_ the darker 
myſteries more unpleaſin 
ways of and Mortthication. The 
Goſpel 1s not the pewer of Ged te ſaluation, unleſs 
t be alfo the pawer of God uponall the 
and degrees toit. In a Candleitick it 2 li 
all over,from one fide of the roomto the other. 

Laitly, From Gods Word in a Candle. y. 
ck, we do Totam lkicem recipere,. take the be- 
nefit of the whole bght in all the cfietzsand 
operations of it. It 18a word ot iaftrattion, 

a word of exhortation, a word -of comfort, a 
word 0 reproot, a word of promiſe, and a 
word of command, 'and fo ſerves us in ati our 
neceſſities: Lt mitrucs the ignorant,” corrects 
the obilnate, camforts the dejeted, dejedts 


the proud, y=_ the paſkons, mvites by pro- 
miſes, binds y commands. : : 
If we pick and chuſe, lay hold on the word 
of: 
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of conſolation, not :of 'correction ; of promi- 
ſes, not of commands.  Wetake th& hight as 
men do out of a dark Lanthorn, from one fide 
only, no more than looks towards'our private 
ends and-interelt.' | But. m:a Candleſtick the 
hght dilates it ſelf impartally in all the ſeveral 
wers of it ; there 1s no parcelling or divi- 
ding in that, all or none ; we mult totam lucem 
recipere. | 2H 1 
So muchdiffterencewe lee there is betweers 
Gods Word: in a Candleſtick, and under a 
Buſhel; and how much benefit comes by the 
one, and how little by the other... If we take 
not heed tothus,. we fall.nto the common; but 
dap rous error. ; . That when wehave heard 
the Sermon; we have done our duty for that 
tune, though we neither .heed whator how 
| wehear. » And yet-according to that only, 
Sermonsare, as St. Paul ſpeaks of them in the 
perſon of the Preacher, A ſavour of life, or a ſa- 
vour of death. Asthe evil ſervant was judg'd out 
of his own.mouth, fo ſhall the careleſs hearer 
out of his. own ears.:;'\ And more. I could not 
lay, 1f I had more time. It is that whereon 
like or death depends ; therefore Take heed what 
you hear. EMISETTION VG 2 
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Fitted to give an allay to the Heats 
of theſe Unquiet Diſtemper'd,gimes. 


In which are particularly conteyn'd 


neceſſary Inſtructions to the Student about| 


Way and Means of —_ the fruit of his 
Study, and ſetng him out of the danger and 
neceſlity of ſeeking it by the New device of 


COMPREHENSION. 
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1 I'nuzSs. 4. 11. 
And that ye ſtudy to be quiet. 


ALARN D | is 2 word that takes hold 
'E- & of ſomething that went be- 
& fore, without which the ſenſe 
IF. of that which follows is not 
RS full That which went next 
before'is, Webeſeech you to in- 
creaſe more and more. We beſeech you, 18 that we 
are to take into the T = _ then it runs 
thus, We beſeech you to ſtudy to be quiet. 

But all t4 af I ſhall chats X it, now WC 
havet here, is but to give you a taſte before- 
hand of the nature and quality of this duty , 
That it isno trivial thing little to be regard- 
ed, btit that which obliged S. Paul, Syloanuw, 
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and Timothews, for they all joyn'din it, to be 
ſo earneſt, asto beſeech them to (kidy to be 
quiet. 2. And that which commendsthis du- 
ty the more 15, (as we uſe to ſay; Men are beſt 
known by the company they Keep} oe 
brings in this Duty in the company of the be 
of Vertues, Charity, for that place S. Paul 

ves it above all ; Abore all rh8wngs put on Charity, 
which is the bond of perſeflim. To {tudy to be 
quiet, and to increaſe in brotherly love and 
charity, for that led the way before, are two 
duties borind together in the ſame Exhortati- 
on. 3. Quiet 18not only a fit companion for 
Charity, but an Allic tot, -and grows out.of 
it, as the branch out of the Rode - for where 
brothetly love is, there will be alwayes quiet 
to0. 4. . To makeall {wt the hetts) with Cha. 
rity, the Exhortation advanced by a Diale&t 
of Love, FVe beſeech you. Paul, Sylvanue, and 
Timotheus, were all Apoſtolical mey, and might 
—_—_ as: S. amp 21g = another 
caſe to Philemon, I might be bold to enjoyn 
thee, yet for loves hehe Fes you. And 
laſtly, that which, might very well ſet this 
edge upon their affettions, was, that which 
happened to the Theſſalarians at their firſt con- 
verſion ; for this Epiſtle was written imme- 


EL "_- diately 
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diately after. The ſtory we have in the 17. 


T5 


chap. of the 4s : When S. Paul had preach'd - 


the Goſpel to them, and with good ſucceſs; 
for v. 4. Some of them believed, wr. conſorted with 
Paul and Silas, and of the devout Greeks a great 
multitude, and of the chief women not a few, But 
v. 5. The Jews who believed not, moved with envy, 


took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baſer ſort, 


. and gathered a company, and ſet all the City in an up- 


roar, and aſſaulted the houſe of Jalon, and ſought to 
bring them out to the people ; mad enough of them - 
ſelves; but the more to ferment and enrage 
them, they chargethe Apoſtles with the fault 
that they themſelves' were aQting ; Theſe are 
they that turn the world upſide-down. S. Paul hav- 
ivg eſcaped this fury by going to Athens, and 
there conſidering in what a caſe he left' his 
new Converts, both them and their Do&rine 
them in a furious tumult, and their Doctrine 
under the reproach of troubling the world; 
out of a zeal, no doubt, pharey.. toremove 
that ſcandal from the Faith, of all things begs 
and beſeecheth them to ſtudy to be quiet. 

- But how will this concera us? I with we 
never had, and had not {till the fame occalt- 
on. It is not fo long fince, that we ſhould for- 
get how our late troubles firſt brake jn upon 


| - 


our 
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our quict : We had unbelieving Jews then a- 
mongſt us too, and ſome, as was thought, 
in the literal ſenſe; who moved with envy 
of the times, took unto them likewiſe. a com- 
pany of lewd fellows of the baſer fort , ſet the 
City in an uproar; and we may remember 
whoſe houſes they beſet ( as the Jews did Ja- 
ſons ) none of the meaneit, and cried out for 
that juſtice which themſelves deſerved. And. 
there were Religions in the world then too - 
many, to the ſcandal of the true, who led on, 
and blew up thoſe tumults : Andeven now, 
though ( be thanked ) they dare not be 
ſo bold to aſlault us in the ſtreets, and beſet 
our houſes as they did then; yet ſtill keep their 

uarters and leaguers within doors, with more 

ecrelie, but no leſs danger. 

It will not therefore be unſeaſonable for us 
now, who have the ſame cauſe the Theſſalonians 
had, with the ſame affeftion the Apoltle did, 
to beſeech you to fludy to be quiet, We have 
all need of quiet, and quiet it ſeems hath need 
of ſtudy, and ftudy hath need of Gods blel- 
ling, and therefore before we proceed fur. 
ther, Let us pray, &c. 


The 


He parts of the Text are two; VFhat we 
| are toſtudy, And That we are toſtudy. 
Firlt, What ? That ye ſludy to be'quiet.. 
et is here commended under the notion 
andiquality ofan Art or Science ; for we are 
 injoyned toſtudyit.. Andiin them we are to 
look, firlt; tothe object, the nature and: qua- 
lity of it; and then to the Principles and Theo- | 
rems whereon the Art is grounded: 

1. For the nature and kind of this Quiet 
frit; Forthere be many things lay claim to 
this word; whuch are ater unfit for our ſtu- 
dy, oramproperto this place. As firit; there 
15 4quiet: 203d ge ans that1s 
or "teful; to do nothing but eat and* drink 
and ſleep, or worle;” Away withthat quiet ; 
it neither deſerves our. Rudy, nor needs it. 
Thus is Negotioſa quies ; we are. commanded in 
the words following to be buhie as well as qui- 
et; weare both to ludy to be quiet, and to 
do our own buſineſs. 

2. There is a Quiet, not {umply from all, 
but publick bulaneſs , when men retire them- 
ſelves for private ſtudy or devotion. This may 
be allowed.and commended too,when the ne- 
Ceſlities of their Countries requires them not. 
But 


Phi},4.11, 


78 


The Study of Quiet ; 
But becauſe publick imployments are ſeldome 
forced upon any,nor need to be ; for nomans 
parts or. abilities are ſo great, which may not 
truly, and certainly will be thought ſuch as 
can very well be ſpared : They therefore who 
afle& that privacy, maybe ſecure from that 
neceſſity; they who have a- will to be quiet 


for devotion or-{tudy, need not ſtudy to be 


quiet, the acceſs to that is eal1e enough. 

3- There is another Quiet , more com- 
mendable in its ſelf, and needs our {tudy too ; 
To compoſe our unruly and diſordered pafi- 
ons and affections, which raiſe tumults and 
commotions within us, that will not ſuffer us 
to be at relt or quiet day or night. In the mid{t 
therefore of all the temptations of good, or 
{ſtorms of ill fortune to reſt ſecurely and con- 
tentedly, whatſoever happens to our private, 
is certainly an admirable temper, and well 
worthy our belt care and ſtudy ; and was that . 
which S. Paul himſelf it ſeems ſtudied , for he 
{aid he learned it ; I have learned in what eſtate 
ſoever I am, therewith to be content. 2 

But the quiet we are here to ſtudy is not 
properly within us, but without us; it is not 
{1mply a quiet from motzon, but commotion, 
a troubling of others. - | 

EW 4. nd 
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4. And that I may contra myargument 
and bring it into as narrow a cone may 
be5'T ſhall nortake in every of the diſturb- 
ances of the quiet - _— No _ that which 
i3- the” greatelt "of all; moſt: con to 
peace 'and quiet;' Civil Wars and brode. The 
mſchiets of that we have learned fo lately to 
our colt, and ſo-perie&ly, that I hope we need 
not be ſct'to ftady: that: now :- when every 
good 'man'wag put to-his ſtudy how to live, 
and when” vile' and! contemptible wretches 
ranted m plentyand power. 
(2 The kris fruits and conſequences of that 
ome learned men as well as others to think 
all wars unlawful ; I ſhould have been much 
inclined to that opinion upon the ſtricteſt rules 
of Chriſtianity, it War were not ſometimes 
neceſſary to Peace. A foreign War for that 


reaſon may be lawful, but a oviland domeſtick 


never. - And the reaſon of this difference 1s, 


* becauſe forthe I ofall quarrels that . 


may ariſe between ſubje&ts, God: hath by his 
Ordinance provided a remedy in Princes and 
Magiſtrates, from whom alone we areto ſeek 
for revenge or defence. But for ſuch diffe- 


rences as ariſe between free Princes and States, 
| L becauſe 


T he Study of Quet . 
becauſe therais no! Jud _ pu to; whom 
the ;have recourſe for ther relieh, bring. 
pry rk e common — MAY, 
without queſtion, make. uſe of -that ſword. 
which God hath-put iot their - hands: t9:ige:; 
fend thar ſubjects from tbeinwrigs 4:51.95 
ſtrangers as theirown, 'Norare they, 18-518 
Judgesintheir own cauſe, which hath ſome 
appearance of injuſtice}: fot, a;faveig W 3: 
for Heſedvof a comp an-Farth,s 
but an appeal tothe Judg of Heaven 
and Earth. And whenthey go into theField, 
iv.is.but to pleadthor pauſe befpre:Ggd, with 
wholware/the kts of War. Onlythey bad 
need be careful, that the cauſe they- bring he: 


fore him be.good; For ſhall net the: Judg of a} 
ebb wolld de right ? But we muſt leave this tg 
Princes and'their Manifters, whoarg:the-oply 


oper ſtudents of that quiet, which is diſtur- 
|; War, and-cometo'that which may and 
muſtbe the ſeudy-af-us all.;, That is, £quir 


iſmaſions tin matiersiof Relig, which cauſe 
-and' diviſians m. it; - they break 


nom mto/anopen War. Not that War 
bequee-lef our/1of the Sccharics reckoning, 
For though-Cauil Wars and Rebellions have 


their 
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their beginning tor themoſt from:the 
denbawon or difcontentof a oa becauſe 
the , Who-are theneceflary inſtramients 
of that miſchief, be not apttoſerve the ambi- 
tion of others; 4f it comes baresfaced toi them, 
the mask of Religion always pat on, wheres 
in all people are Concerned, which makes ita 
common and larintereſt. And therefore 
you'"ſhall ſcarce hear of 'a Rebellion of Jate 
times, inwhich Religion/ did not cagrythe 
ColbwpFacieatt,: #not carmmand- inchiet. 

Biz Eſhall nevertheleſs atthis rime forbear 
£6-ridhe/Yhhe: ay part of the':Schiſmatioks 
chivps; Hat trearthemapon theirownenmns, 
tht they ard as*Staut” enenvics to'Warugany 
that yet, them: Yet-I muſt 
thenialſto begailepotthe breach of 

tim the Charch, and thar noraccidemally 

which -triay: ſomtetirnes- bear-excule, pr e- 
eellarlly ; - 1t's connatural and, incident tothe 
very hatuite of-S chiſm, which 1s a renv-or divi- 
(nl theword- Tt :i9the york 
Uiftidt bitricetHar <eanbe' to-any body;' to be 
't&Pn cm Tt nag thebonds bywhich 
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from the Head and authority, and isthe ſame 
in the Church that Rebellion or Treaſon is in 
the State. Now as every diſobedience to the 
King and the Law is not Treaſon, though 
againſt the King, but the diſclaiming the right 
and power the King hath to govern, and the 
practice of ſuch things, by which his Regalia 
and rights are uſurpt by others, as to make 
War, to make Laws, tothru{t Officersupon 
him, gp order the Coin, theſe and of the hke 
kind are only Treaſon. So every error or 
diſobedience in Religion makes not a ſchiſm, 
but the diſclaiming the right and; power the 
Church hath to govern: them, and a uſurpa- 
tion of a right to themſelves, to order and- 
fratne points of Belief, and Forms how to 
ſerve and worſhip. God, apart from the 
Church, for ſo went the ſtyle of the ancient 


_Church for Schiſm, altare cortra altare, which 


1nour modern, diale&t is a Comventicle againſt 
the Church. For though Schiſm be formally 
a ſeparation fromthe Head, yet conſequently 
it works upon the members ; for that which 
was at but difference of opinion, ſoon 
begets a diſaffeRion, and from that grows to 
hatred and contempt, and ſo falls into the 
praftice of ſuch things as deſtroy the very 

| | being 
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being and power of Religion, which confiſts 
in the mutual affices of Charity; and though 
this miſchief breaks not out into an actual 
War, yet is. always accompanied with moſt 
unnatural and: unchriftian practices ,. as S. 
'James'long ſince obſerved, Vow 3. 16. Where 
envy and ſirife ig, there is confuſion, and every evil 
work, Now to 4void all this, jt will bighly con- 
cer. us to ſtudy to be quiet. | 

Having cleared the firit Point, the Objet 
of our ſtudy, Quiet, and. wherein the formalis 
ratio. of it_conlilts,. and how it comes to be 
diſturbed by Schiſm : "yy next Point is, to 
-enquire. into the Principles whereon we are to 
Xs, ſtudy ;. for if there. ſhould be an 
errour or miſtake in them, all our labour and 
{tudy is loſt, or worſe; for an imnveterate, 
grounded, ſtudied errour is ſo much the hard- 
er to be reclaimed. It was no unreafonable 
demand therefore of the Philoſopher, who 
asked a double reward for thoſe Scholars that 
had been already entred into the ſtudy of Phi- 
lolophy.. becauſe his pains would be double 
with them, to undo firſt,and caſt out thoſe falſe 
prejudices which they had already learned. 

Now if it ſhould happen, that they which 
are rhe pious gpl AIR fn 
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Rom. 14. ſhould not do the thin ot for peace, as the 


10. 


Apo {tle requires, try will ome oft 
us, (tt miecbagt) deceitful! Ek 

ples of peace, before'weenquire into the true : 

Of ſome of the 'dthiefofthefe therefore T' ſhall 
give you an ateount inthe firſt Pas It will 
CA? much'to' the Peace | o the Church, 
they ſay; _ | 
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per Articles rs 0 Th 

ich "Hot Enidke + = you 
thoſe that diſſent.” | = 

5. Avother is, If mÞn'* ſinoderite Opinims 
were wo eh a inthe Church; 5 RE RY 

6.” The jt,” and' oft jim "I 
tender to peace,” 15, Pilohy 9 Ron Mens! 

But that noye bf all E 'thinic 
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+ > Religion, -I, grant; ſhould Ef. 1t, 159 
Religion which! 9 not; {Þ,;, But. it,48, 45. txyc» 
that gyerypthas aft Eu by fn 
the Laws: 
thevret hot to ons reg 


_— to. pugilh <jerna jn.Jf 

a _ = that did corrupt. our. pbediencs : 
For qus. Savique, jn,, the Parabl, when the 
[guclis cane not $6.the banquet at hys LnY4Ration, ' Luk.14.23 
commanded his ſervants to compel Mer ATA 

And where they fay, the fruit of that but 

Hy ocrihe., Hypacrites they are. like enough 

; but from a worſe cauſe, not. am the 

males bps their. ownraildcs, becauſe 

they prefer their tempgral ſafety before the 

eternal blefing which Chriſt hath pronuſed 
foal, rhasdulſer for.bis lake, 20d thatguth.. Xe e- 

condly, It is tyne, that puniſhments,reach, a0 

* | dir va , 
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direQlythe mwatd man, nerdothey teach or 
cafe e Judgment; that is, they''do not 
rſe&the work ;/ bitt are nevertheleſs a good 
begin to it: For, Fear is the beginning f 
FViſdan, which Love mult perfe#, | Thoug 
the Needle (tays not it the Garment, yet it mult 
lead the Thred that 'makes it up. The Rod 
indeed doth not teach the child, yet ſcares him 
to his book where he rnay learn :- So though 
puniſhraeritsdo*not*perfeRtand accompliſh 
our duty, yE@theyfet us to'our {tudies, tocon- 
ſider that we donot rafhly caſt our ſelves up- 
on danger,which otherwiſe pofliblywe would 
ever inkoff butrunetzvhither our wild 
vain fancies arid gronndleſs perfwaſions led 
us: For Spes impunitatis eſt illecebra peccandi. Pu- 
niſhments therefore are both juſtified for the 
ood they do, andare abſolved from -the evil 
they are pretended to do; and therefore 
wholly to forbear them in matters of Religion 
13no good principle whereon to ground the 
Churches peace. - / = 9 29 
The next is, That howſoever it be in other matters 
of Religion, it would make much for the quiet of the 
Church,s Errors in Judgment were not puniſhed as 
Crimes, e no man can be abler and wiſer than 
- 


God bath made him. 


It 
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It is tru, that an Error, fo long asit Rays 
in the I —_ and goes no further 1s 
not properly a {in ; for the U nderſtanding 19 
not apes liberum, but paſſive. In that the eye 
of the mind is as the eye of the body ; if that 


be naturally ſhort-{1ghted, it is no fault that it 


ſees not ſo far as another : But if the weakneſs 
of the Underſtandins participate with the 
Will, which is agens kberum, and fo the Error 
comes within our power, then it may be pro- 
perly a fin. This is thecaſe of all that Aident 
in Sefs, for though in ſpeculation the Under, 
ſtanding is diftin& from the Will, yet in. prac- 
tiſe they are ſeldom ſevered. For it is morally 
impoſſible, that after a man hath conceived an. 
opinion, he ſhould not be well pleaſed with it, 
and have a will as occaſion is to defend and 
propagate it too, And when it is Voluntarium, 
no doubt but it 1s Peccatum, and when error 
owsto be a fin, I know no reaſon why it 
may not be puniſhed ; for intereſt — pec- 
cata puniri, But for all that it 1s, they ſay, a 
oreat diſturbance of quiet to be tied to-aflent 
to that we cannot know nor comprehend. 
That'sa great miſtake. I know there 1s much 
exception taken to the too punctual de funitions 
of fome mytteries of the faith, and particularly 
M in 
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in the Creed commonly called by Athanaſiur, 
where there are many particulars which they 
cannot know nor comprehend. Whereas in 
truth it 18 not required of them, they are not 
bound to kw them, but to believe them ; for 
it is the mercy of God, that the defe& of our 
knowledg may be ſupplyed by the knowledg 
of others.; for- to believe is to ſee with other 
menseyes, as knowledg is with our own. 

But may we fafely ruſt others in that 
which ſo neerly concerns asa Creed ? Yes ſure, 
and it is as well the mercy, as the command of 
God, that we ſhould truſt thoſe that watch 
over our ſouls ; yet {till that mutt; be to ſupply 
the defe&t of our knowledg, not otherwile ; 
for the Church 1s not Lord of our Faith, but 
helper of our Ignorance. It ſupplies the de- 
ſe of our ſ{ight,it doth not put it out : for if a 
man knowsthe contrary,he 1s not bound to be- 
heve others ;for if he can ſee with his own eyes, 
why ſhall he be tied to ſee with other mens ? 

But then we mult diſtinguiſh betwixt not 
knowing the negative, and a poſitive know-. 
ingthe contrary: for if we refuſe to believe 
meerly. becauſe -we do not know or under- 
{tand,” we leave no place for Faith at all, which 


is the benefit toſee by others. And for that 
| politive 
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poſitive knowledg which diſcharges us of be- - 
heving others that we be not nuitaken, it is not 
every conjectural or probable perſwaſton wall 
do it, but certain knowledg : and when that 
is, we may fafely learn from the Schools ; Ubi 
non eſt for mido cmtrarii, after diligent ſearch and 
enquiry,when there remains no ſcruple,doubt, 
or fear of the contrary, when the underliand- 
ing is fixed, weare ſaid to be certain. 

If this knowledge will ſerve to. diſcharge us 
of believing others.every one that diſſents will 
ſay he knows the contrary, yea, and it need be 
will ſwear to it too; for that's an expedient. 
lately found out to obtain that liberty, That 

' they: may be admitted to ſwear they know the 
contrary to that which is commanded, Truly, 
if they will ſay it, and think ſo too, whether 
they {wear it or no; .I think we may ſafely ab- 
ſolve them from the guilt of diſobedience : but 
that muſt be in foro Conſcientie only, and let 
them make the beſt uſe they can of that ; yet 
m foroexterno WE Cannot ; for there the Jadge 
mul} give ſentence according -to his know- 
ledge, and not according to the knowledge of 
the party, if he will dojuſtice. And that courſe 
can be no good friend to: Peace, which is an 
enemy to Juſtice. | | 
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Though Errors may be puniſhed, yet it 
troubles the quiet of many, that the omiſſion of 
Forms and Ceremonies is more ſeverely puniſbed then 


ſome foul and ſcandalous crimes. 


To this. I anſwer, Firſt, That they who 
object this, are not to be truſted with the bal. 
lance ofelins, for we know how the Market 
went for them when they held the Scaie ; O- 
bedience tothe King and the Laws, and ſerv- 
ing God accordmg to them, werethe great 
{ſcandalous crimes. 

2. Allowing it to be true as they fay, That 
omiſſion of Forms and Ceremones is by the 
Church more frequently and ſeverely puniſh. 
ed thengreater faults.” But how greater? It 
may be in their proper and natural guilt and ob- 
liquity, according to which ſentence (hall be 


ociety 
may be kept in good order and quiet, from 
doing or receiving injuries. And to this end 


1s 
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1s the degree of their — commen- 
ſurate: Treaſon and Rebellion are more ſe- 
verely puniſhed 1 in the State then many other 
hainous crimes, becauſe they deſtroy hs very 
foundation of government and Society. And 
for the ſame reaſon, a ſchiſmatical difobedi- 
ence, though but in matters of Form and Ce- 
remony, 1s purſued with more careand {tn- 
neſs, becauſe it deſtroys the very end for which 
the power 1s given the —_—_ to pamith, 
which is, the pune unity. 

For though the Paſtors of the Church may 
and mult by way of Inſfirufion, the better to 
pos or our account —O 

neral eV n 
we! ar gm. per Ke” it ia by ay. 
Inſirudio: But by way of Correionthe Church 
is bound.up to certain cauſes, and ifthey 
not their bounds, they ſhall be fure to hear of 
a prohibition ; and thoſe cauſes are eſpecially 
ſuch, for which the cr 1s only given, 
T hat the peaceable mat Worſhip and ſer- 
viceof God be not diſturbed. 

.For though they are ever telling us, it 1s 
for trifles, ceremonies, or indifferent things , 
it2s but the fame quarrel the Atheiſts have 
againlt God hicaſel, for being fo — - 

e 


or 
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fended for an Apple, a trifle which ſcarce any 


. man that hath an Orchard would have been - 


troubled with ; and one Anfwer will ſerve 
both in effte&t. _ In that forbidden fruit, Gods 


authority m commanding, and Adams duty in 


| obeying, were ſymbolically engaged for him 


LV. 


and his, and there was venome enough 1n that 
to infect both. The Rites and Ceremonies of 
the "Church, in hike manner, though not in 
like degree, though m their opinion as jncon- 
{iderable as the paring of Adams apple, yet 
when diſcord and diſobedience 1s found with 
them, there is poyſon enough in that for the: 
ſtrongelt antidote the Church doth at any 
time make uſe of. Let not that therefore mil: 
lead or diſturb our Student of Quiet. 

Nor that which,-.in the Fourth place, they 


| look at as another Expedient -for Peace, If 


fewer Points and Articles of Religion were defined; 
that ſo the Church-door may be wider open 
to let in thoſe whoſe diſſent now troubles the 
peace of the Church. 

It is fit, Lgrant, the Church-door ſhould 
ſtand always open, but for ſuch as ſhall be fit 
toeuter; forit would be a dangerous thing to 
ſet any door ſo wide open to let in ar: enem 
upon us. But to what-purpoſe would we have 

; the 
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the Church-door fo wide, when the Gate of 


_ Heavenis ſtrait ? why ſhould they betaken 
in here, if they. ſhall be turned back there ? 


The Church isa City, as Jeruſalem, a City that 


1s at unity 1n it ſelf; ſo it 8a City too that hath 
gates and walls to {ut out others. . 

He that came to alittle City, where there 
wasa great Cate, merrily warned the Citizens 
to take heed le(t their City went not out at the 
Gate, may ſoberly be ſaid:to thoſe that would 
have the Church-door. ſo wide to let in all 
Seas, totake heed leſt the Church gets not 


- 


out at the door : For where fo many Religt- - 


ons are,it may be feared, that ſoon there will 
none at all. If we be not, as the Apoſtle com- 
mands, built up in the ſame Faith, it will avail 
us little to be found within the ſame walls. 

It 1s therefore a perverſe remedy for ©, 
to abate . or dimmiſh the Articles and definitions 
ofthe Church,which were made of purpole to 
take away controverhes; it would bea{trange 
courle toend controverlies, totake — 
definitions. Our Student mult read his Books 
backward,if he ſeek for peace from hence. We 
might as well ſay, all the world would be 

wet, if there. were no. Judges:nor Laws to 
etermine differences. 


There 
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"There i another Expedient for Peace, 
which I hear much ſpoken of, and highly. ſet 
by as a great point © prudence, If men of ' mode- 


rate opinions were only taken mto -imployment in the 


| Church. 


Moderation, 1 confeſs, 1s an excellent vertue, 
and much to be deſired ; Let your moderation be 
known unto allen, Phil: 4. 5. But then it muſt 
be in a-ſubje& capable of it, wherein there are 
extremes and exceſles to be moderated, as 
there is certainly in our paſſions, there it is 

roper, S. Paul gives it for a Leflon to all 
tudents in Religion, Epbeſ. 4. 31. Let all bir- 
rernefs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
jreabin, be put away from you, with all malice, and 
ye hind one to another, and tender-bearted, forgiv- 
ing one another, even as God for Chriſts ſake bak for. 
| you. This nodoubt isa very fit temper 
quiet, and none more unfit then angry, 
waſpiſh, and domineering ſpirits. 

Only this caution is to be obſerved in lenity, 
That it be ſuch as may win men. into the 
Church,not fuch as may ſecure and encourage 
them to ſtay without. Yet lemity and gentlenefs 
is ſo good a Vertue, that I am loth to ca(t water 
upon it, or ſeem to temper it. 

But for men of moderate opinions, I am 
at 


1 Theſſ. 4. 17. 


at aloſs to know what they ſhould be, for 
moderation there cannot be, but between ex- 
treams : Now what extreams are there of o- 
inions1n a ſctled Church, unleſs the Church 
one extream, arid the Schiſmatick another ? 
and then the man of moderate opinions is he 
that is part Church-man, and.-part Sakhiſma- 
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tick.. I - none are {o unkind to their Mo- 


ther the Church, to charge extremities*upon 
her Doctrine or Laws. It there be any ſuch, 
they are but Hybrides in Religion, and make a 
new ſe in the Church, as pernicious to the 
peace of it as any of the reſt. Thetruth 1s, 
moderate opinions are a Chimera, a phanlie ; 
either nothing, or ſomewhat worſe then no- 
thing : for poſſibly they may beſtow thatgood 
word ( Moderation ) upon ſuch as care little 
; either toobſerve the Law themſelves, or to re- 
uire it of othexs. If theſe be the men of mo- 
erate opinions, I wonder how they will be 
able to grve account of their juſtice and hdelity 
to the truſt committed to them. Yes, they 
lay, very well; It is rather prudence then in- 
juſtice, to mitigate and ſweeten the eſs 
and rigour ofthe Law. - But if the Law it ſelf 
be too rigorous, in God'sname let it beamen- 


ded, and not left to the arbitrary power of 
N others 
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others to do it, for that's known to be a reme- 
dy ten times worſe then the diſeaſe, It is ſaid 
in Phyſick, I know not how truly, that an 
crror in the firſt concoction, 1s not mended in 
the ſecond : It 1s certainly true here, an error 
or exceſs in the Law, which 1s the fir{t conco- 
ction @f juſtice, will bell cured afterward by 
an arbitrary partiality in the execution. I 
hope therefore no wile Student of quiet, will 
take ſuch Moderators for the beit Minilters of 
peace. But Ilcave them, and come to the 
moſt popular, and therefore moſt dangerous 
principle in the {tudy of quiet ; that is, Liberty 
of Conſcience. 

I have ſpoken to this point heretofore in 
this place; yet becauſe of late our New Philo- 
ſophical Divines, as well as others, preſs hard 


for it, knowing without a free Market , they 
cannot vend their new bold ſpeculations; I 


ſhall -reſume the point agam a little more 
largely, yet within the compaſs of theſe two 
articulars. | 

Firit, That there 1s a- great deal of reaſon 
to reſtrain the Conſcience, and Secondly, That 
there is no reaſon to give it hberty. * ; 
1. There .1s reaſon enough to reſtrain th 
Conſcieme, for the miſchief 1t doth to Quiet 
when 


hy. 
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when it 15 at hberty ; for all the diſcord and 


diviſions of the Church grow from hence, and 
that is a miſchief we have reaſon to avoid. 


Mark them ( ſaith S. Paul ) which cauſe diviſions 


among you; and avoid them. F here 1s reaſon then * 


to mark that which cauſeth them to make dy 
vilions, and that's the Conſcience, It is noquiet- 
terin the Common-wealth, where it deſtroys 
the very Foundation of Goygernment, and fru- 
{trates the Ordinance of GY for it in Princes 
and Magittrates; for what is left for them to 
do, if every one mult follow the dictate of his 
own S— that is, in plain terms, be 
bound only to obey himſelf. 

T his is no ſlander to the pretenders of Con- 
ſcience ; they will fay as much themſelves, if 
ye ask them. Ask the Schiſmatick why he 
Jj0yns not with the congregation of Gods peo- 
ple ? and he will tell you, His Conſcience-wall 
not ſufter him. Ask the Rebel in the State , 
why he takes up Armsto the rune of his King 
and Countrey ?- and his Conſcience will an- 
{wer for him, That it is Gods cauſe and it is to 
do him ſervice. Ask himagain, why he doth 
not repent of the nuſchief done by it ? ( for that 
they ſeldom. do ) and the Conſcience will 
ſerve that turn too, It is Gods cauſe, ahd the 

N = Gn 
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Cimſcience will not ſuffer them to repent of that. 
Thus we ſee, the Conſcience, as it 18 uſed,doth 
not only open a door to {1n, but ſhuts the very 
door to mercy,;that is Repentance. 

If S. John ſaid Wue, as no doubt he did, 
That there were many Antichriſts, then'poſſibly the 
Conſcience thus improved may be one of them. 
For, it ſets it ſelf in the Church above all that 
is called God, yeg and God himſelftoo, in 
a ſenſe ; for *'2, fon are not to be obeyed, 
unleſs the Conſcience firit allows them to be his: 
and thus all is reſolved into the Conſcience, as the 
dernier reſort and laſt __—_ ; 

While the King and the Popeare contend- 
ing for Supremacy , the Conttience without 
{cruple puts in for it againſt both, and takes it 
for her right to be ſupreme in all cauſes as well 
Ecdefialtical as Civil. There is great com- | 

laint in the world of domineering over the 

;onſcience; but have we not rather cauſe to 
em. Sy of the domineering of the Conſci- 
ence? And if any liſt to ſee the Conſcience 
ating all this, we need go no further then 
our late times, when the Eonltience was looſe 
for a while ; one would think Hell had broke 
looſe, fo fill'd. was on a ſudden the Church 
with ſees, and the Common-yealh with 


con-i 
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confuſion. There is reaſon enough therefore 
to reſtrain the Conſcience that acts all this, if 
we knew how. 

The next thing I undertook to ſhew, is, 
That there is no reaſon why it ſhould have liberty ; 
and particularly, not that which gives the fair- 
elt colour tot : Neither the duty. we owe to 
' Truth, which ſeems to haye ſome right to liber- 

- ty; northat we owe to the Will of God, that 
nothing be done agamit the Conſcience. For 
the fill ; | | 

Truth is that('I confeſs ) which no conſ1- 
deration of peace may warrant us-to deſert ; 
for I could niever be of that opinion, That 
Truth m fmaller matters may for Peace fake. 
be. either denied or prejudiced. Magna eſt veri- 
ras etiam in minimis  m Gods name let it pre- 
vail over all. But then it muſt be Perizgg in re- 
| bus, not Peritas in intelle&u/For though Truth 
be defined to bea conforqnity of the under- 
ſtanding to. the thing as it 1s indeed, yet takes 
the name from both ; from the thing where 
Trath is originall , and fronetie.ugderitand- 
ing where it is only repreſented. Truth in that 
bolt reference tothe thing, admits no qualifi- 
cation; things muſt be taken as they are,. be 
they never ſo ſmall : but as the things come to 


be . 
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be repreſented-to, and entertained by the 
Underſtanding, by reaſon of the miſtakes and 
errours that may appen in that,: though 
Truth it ſelf, or Truth in the thing cannot, 
yet my apprehenſion of it may both yield to 
better, and may ſometimes be waved for 

ce ſake. To argue from Truth in the 
thing, to Truth in the-apprehen{ion only, is 
a fallacy againſt the Rules of Reaſoning, we 
call it Petitio principii, or a begging of the queſti- 
on. If a Sectary ſhould beg an alms, 1 wiſh 
he may haveit; but he ſhall beg long ere it be 
granted him, that he hath the Truth. How 
then can he preſume upon-that truth, to which 
he hath no other title but his own perſwaſion, 
which can be no better then any mans elle, 
who is as{trongly perſwaded to the contrary ? 
And this is all the ſervice that Truth can do 
the Conſcience for hberty. 

2. The ſecond thing whereupon the Con- 
{cience eſpecially bears it ſelf ſo high, is the 
Will of God that nothing be done againſt, the 
Conſcienge. That no doubt isa great offence, 
and made fo by the greateſt Authority :., Yet 
the ſame Godthat requires our obedience jto 
the Conſcience, commands us likewiſe to 0- 
bey our Parents, our Princes:and Governours, 
| and 


I Theſſ. +. II, 
and all theſe ſtand upon as good authority as 
the Conſcience. It we cannot reconcile our 
obedience to that with our obedience to theſe, 
we may {1n againſt God, when we do not {tn 
againit the Conſcience, For though God hath 
erected a Tribunal in every mans breaſt, and 
there ſet the Conſcience tobe a Judg of all 
our actions, there be other Tribunals-of Ju- 
{tice belides, of Gods erection too, and'to 
which he hath ſubjected the very Canſcience. 
Te muſt needs be ſubje ( Rom. 13.) not only, for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience, And after both 
theſe, there 1s another Tribunal in. Heaven, 
towhich all Judges, Conſcience and all muſt 
give an account one day. For the Conſcience 
1s no Court of Record ; the Decrees and Acts 
paſled there, will be no good evidence at that 
Bar; there all muſt be re-examined, and tried 
over again. Though .I know nothing by my ſelf , 
( faith 8. Paul O%- am I not bevel re trh 
Though he could not charge his Conſcience 
with any offence , he knew a further trial 
mutt paſs upon han betore-he could be'ab- 
hive. My Conſcience” indeed "may be 


pleaded there in evidenceagaini{i measa Wit- 
neſs to. condemn me, . but not-as a Judg'to 
.ablolve me: It 18a great muſtake inthe Power 


$6 


T he Study of Quiet ; 


and operation of the Conſcience : T hat it will 
condemn us, if we doany thing againſt it , 
the Text is clear for that ; but that it will ab- 
ſolve us for that we do according to it, there 
isno Text, I am ſure, for that. We mult 
then be tried by the Law , and not-by the 
Conſcience : For how the proceedings will 
be at that Bar, we have a record, Matth. - 5.3 1. 
When the Son of Man ſball come in his glory, and © 
all the holy Angels with him ; "Then [ball 4 ſit upon 
the throne of his glory , and before him ſhall be ga- 
thered all nations. When the Court was ſet, _ 
Charge was given to thoſe on the left hand 
I was an hungred, and ye u_ no meat; I'was 
athirſl , and ye gave me noarink; 1 was..a ſtranger , 
and ye took me not in ;, naked, * and ye cloahed we 
not ; ſick and in priſon, and ye viſited me not. 
Tothis Charge the Conſcience ( no doubt 
confidently enough ) pleaded Not guilty ; Lord, 
when ſaw wee thee an hungred, or athirſt, or a 
Stranger , or naked, or ſick, or in priſm, and did 
not miniſter unto thee? Their Conſcience could 
accuſe them, of none of theſe things; for all 
that, the Sentence went againſt them upon a 
point of Law and Equity ;\In that ye did it not to 
theſe ( ſaith the Judg ) ye did it not ro me. And for 
this they were + Lam to eternal pun » 
0 


ment. | 
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If they that ſtand ſo much upon their con: 
ſciences did ſerioully conſider this,they would 
find as little cauſe to defire that liberty , as 
there 1s: to grant it, ſeeing it ſtands them 1n 

ſo little ſtead when they have moſt need of 
it; for when they think their conſcierice 
ſhall anſwer for them, they muſt then anſwer 
for their conſcience, and -upon trial, the con- 
{cience may prove the great offender. Thus 
have hitherto given you an account of ſome 
ofthe vulgar miſtaken principles of Quiet , 
which our Student is fir{t to unlearn ; which 
are all but the pcting up of a falſe deceitful 
peace, condemned in the Politicks under the 
name of a Syncretiſmur, when all the Factions 
in Crete joyn'd together in a.common danger , 
which iafted no longer then the cauſe w ; it : 
like the bonds of a hard Froſt , that: bids 
 Earthand Water , Sticks and Stones all to- 
her, till the Sun comes to ſhine upon them, 
and/ then they all preſently. return to their 
proper place and nature again. 

But I fear I have.run out all my time almoſt 
in theſe miſtaken ways of peace: I preſume 
. 1t will be agreater offence to leave you here 
now, then to beg a little. more time to ſet 


you jn the right way , though I ſhall not go 
| O beyond 
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beyond the office of a Mercury, to point the 


hand where it lies. 5 


There is the Kings high-way to peace, and 
the Students private way, and both in 
their kind. With the Kings way I not 
meddle, as being fatter matter for our thank- 
fulneſs then 1n on, who hath already 
paved the way for us by wholſom Laws for 
that purpoſe. But becauſe oft-tumes Vitia ſunt 
= ortiora, the compullory way by Law, 
though always necellary , is not always ef- 
fefual; tothe Kings way we mult add the 
Students alſo: That every one in his parti- 
cular makes it his care and bufineſs to contri- 
bute to it, that it be an artificial ſtudied peace, 
to which not Fear only , but Conſcience of 
Duty and Religion obligeth us. | 

- — good + of any Science 
ſearches into the true and proper cauſe of 
things; for, Scire eft per cauſas cognoſcere. If 
the cauſe of all Sven m the Church » be 
differing in judgment, nothing can cure that 
but a conſent. S. Paul therefore preſcribes 
that for the: remedy, 1 Gr.-5. 10. Thatthere 
be mo diviſions. among -you; how may that be 
helped? it follows, But that ye be perfeRly joyn- 
ed together in the ſame mind , and in the ſame judg- 


ment. 
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ment. This is the true Apa Principl ple, 
c—_— we are to ground our Study of Qui- 
:. For all the fine things and ſentences that 
are : ſpoken for peace and quiet, will little 
move thoſe that are, and may very well be 
confident , they ought not howſoever have 
ace with Sin, or Error. Unleſs therefore 
we can be _ r{waded that we ought not 
to charge We Church with either , we do no- 
thing fb eace, This I confeſs is the great 
diculty, yet if this be not done, there. can 
be no hope of Peace. 

And to do this, I ſhall not ſend our Stu- 
dent to the Polemick School, to convince 
him out of ſpeculative Principles of Reaſon 
and Divinity ; for to that ſtudy, ſome have 
not capacity, others not leifure: I ſhall on- 
ly commend to him fome prafiical Princi- 
wo of Religion, obvious to all, and denied 
 bynone, that out ofthem he may learn not 

to diſſent from, or condemn the Church of 
Error. 

Toprevent the paſſing that ſentence, let 
the Student, 1. Study himſelf , his own con- 
dition. 2. Let hm $S dre the Church 
which he paſſeth raves. 3. Let him ſtudy 
the nature and p_ of the things when 
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upon judgment is given. 4. Let him con- 
fider well the manmer Ll oceeding in judgment. 
In all which we ſhall ſome known Prin- 
ciple of Religion to direRt us. 

1, Firlt, In the ſtudy of our ſelves, and our 
own condition : Religion teacheth us to 
have an humble, Ro, mean opinion of ' 
our ſelves ; and not without cauſe, whether 
we reſpe& our Underſtandings, or our Af- 
fe&ions : Our Underſtandings are naturally 
weak, imperſe, ſhort-lighted, we know but 
in part, ;the beſt of us; and our Aﬀections 
too are diſloyal to our Underſtandings, The 
heart of man, ſaith the Prophet, is deceitful a- 
bo all things, We have little reaſon then to 
truſt our 7-ives much in either. He that 1s 
triily conſcious of his own weakneſs or: lame- 
neſs,will be content to be ſupported by athers. 
If we.ſ{tudy this point well, our own infixrmi- 
ties, we ſhould learn more willingly to aſſent 
to, and take ſupport from the Church. © 

Eſpecaally, 1f 1n the ſecond place, we ſtudy 
that too whole Governors Religion likewiſe 
teaches us to obey, For they watch over our ſouls, 
Heb. 13. 17. Ifit bea good point of Religi- 
on, in lowlineſs of mind to eſteem others better then 
our ſelves, Phil. 2. 3. it 18 Religion and Rea- 
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{on both, to think our Governors wiſer too ; 

tor there is a preſumption always in favour of 
them. S. Paul gives it fora rule to Timothy , 

Not to receive an accuſation againſt an Elder , but : Tim. s. 

ore two or three witneſſes, ; Re jt 1s to be __ 

preſum'd on the part of Age and Authority, 

to know more, and offend leſs. But when 

it comes to be the whole Elderſhip, all our 
Governors joyntly, the preſumption 1s ſo 
much the-{tronger. : If we add this ſtudy to 

the former, how little reaſon we haveto truſt 

our ſelves, and how much we have to truſt 

our Governors, we will not raſhly paſsſen- 
tence againſt them, if we have either Reaſon 

or Religion in us. | | OI] , 

3. And yet we have more work for our 
Student ; Let him, 1nthe third place, conl:- 
der the nature and quality of the things where- 
upon:judgment 1s given, how apt they: are 
to deceive us. Truth 1s many times ſo: hke 
an Error, and Error comes fo near to T ruth, 
that he had need be. careful and circumſpet 
that ſhall diſtinguiſh them io fome caſes. And 
in others again, Truth lies hid under 'many 
folds, ſpecially ambiguity of words, the com- 
mon cheat of all Rs whoare more of- 
ten deceiv'd into opinions then convine'd. .It 

18 
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is not ſtrange toſce ſo many go altray from 
the Church, towhom the things of it are re- 
preſented under the covert of falſe names, 
when they hear the Government of it called 
Tyranny.z «obedience, flavery; contempt, 
courage ; licence, hberty , frenzy, zeal ; order, 
fuperitition. How :calily thus may fimple 
people miſtake their way, and fall into the pit 
that's cover'd over with ſhadows and falſe 
namesof things ? When he hath ſtudied this 
point well, . 

4. Let him, in the fourth place, be well 
adviſed m what manner he proceeds in judgment, 
and upon what evidence : For, allowing the 
Conſcienceto bea Judg, it muſt not treſpaſs 
upon the Rules of Judicature, as, both 
11des muſt beheard impartally, which is ſel- 
dom done; the Conſcience muſt not be milſ-led 
no - more then other Judges, by prejudice, 
paſſion, or favour ; for what can that judg- 
ment be worth which is perverted by any of 
theſe. Now if we examine how molt men 
come to paſs ſentence againſt the Church, we 
ſhall-find it to be upon very ſlight evidence : 
[t may be their Education, they have been 
always brought up that way ; for Sets com- 
monly run in a blood, ina family: Or they 


have 
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have been ſo taught, they ſay, by good men ; 


that indeed is the ſum and upſhot of the Faith 
of moſt that diſſent, the credit given to ſome 
weak, private, ignorant Inftructer, whoſe 
perſon they have in admiration, without 
any great cauſe, God knows; whereas ther 
private judgments, becauſe they are parties , 
ought always to be ſuſpected, if we be wile: 
and becauſe againſt their Governors, to be 
contemn'd, if we be obedient. | 
All theſe well ftudied, may make for, peace 
when poſſibly Arguments, and Diſputes, and 
Puniſhments too will not doit. And yet if 


(hill none of theſe will make our Student 


niet; 
: Let him, inthe laſt place, make trial of a 
common remedy that prevails in all caſes of 
difficulty : Let him but ſiudy his own ſecu- 
rity, the ſafe{t courſe, and he ſhall find that 
better provided for in the Churchesjudgment, 
then in his own; for, if he ſhould erre in 
following the Church, or his Governors, for 
that is poſſible, the greateſt part of that guilt, 
ſome ſay all, I fay only the greateſt part, 
mulſt he at their door that» command that 
which is unlawful: But if they ſhould erre 
in following their own judgment, or a Judge 
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of their own chooſing, for that makes it their 
own too, and that is more then poſlible, all 
the blame and guilt then mult of neceſlity 
and incxcuſably fall upon themſelves. Up- 
on theſe principles, ſetting aſide all thoſe that 
may convince our judgments in particulars, 
from theſe alone, I ſay, we ſec how ſafe, how 
prudent, how religious a thing it is to ſubmit 
our private judgments to the publick , for the 
peace of the Church. | 

It remains only now, that we imploy our 
belt endeavour and ſtudy for it, which is the ſe- 
cond part of the Text, and the laſt thing to be 
conlidered, 


That ye ſludy. 

Tudy 1 an earneſt intention of the mind, 
by diligent ſearch and enquiry. Wiſhin 
well to Quiet, or ſpeaking well of it, will 
not ſerve, the greateſt difturbers of Peace 
will dothat many times, give it a good word, 
when they will not part with the phanſte for 
it. And yet Quiet is a thing that requires 
care and pains ſomewhat more then ordina- 
ry: For when 'S. Peter likewiſe ſpeaks of 

e, it s1nthe words of the ſame import, 


peac 
Pet. 3-1» Cook peace, and enſue it. Ifit be hidden ? leck 


it 
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it out ; if it flies from you, purſue after it. 


It is a buſie thing to be quiet, The word 
here tranſlated, Study, is in the Original #20- 
Tij6i aS443 Be ambitious of it ; that is, purſue and 
ſtudy it as you would do Honour and Prefer- 
ment: And that, I think, is as much as 
' canbe delired ; and yet nO more then Quiet 
both deſerves and needs. 

Firſt, Ir deſerves ir. * For though quiet be 
rather Status wvite, then Firtus-; it is 06. Ver- 
tue it ſelf , yet the belt ſoil to plant Vertue. in. 
The fruits of righteouſnef/ are ſown in peace, Jam. 
3. 18. Soare all the fruits of Induſtry ; Learn- 
ing, Arts, Sciences, Traffick, Commerce, 
flouriſh moſt in the calm temperate clime ; 
. but in troubles and diſſentions every good 
thing goes backward, only miſchief thrives. 
It fares with troubled times, as in troubled 
waters ; all the filth, dirt and mire, in the 
bottom pet them up to the top. We ſaw as 


much when our waters were lately troubled; -- 


what a deal of filth, dirt and mire, what ſor- 
did {tuff was then got up to the top and high- 
eſt place of ruleand command? So much 
are we the more oblig'd to ſtudy that peace 
and quiet, which hath ſunk them to their 
proper place again, the bottom: And 

| P there 
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there let them lie, if you would be quiet. 

2. Asit deſerves therefore our ſtudy, fo it 
needs it 100; for it is a difficult ®*thing to be 
quiet, the way to it lies through fo many 
parts and duties of Religion, and not the ealt- 
eſt bf them neither: To deny our ſelves, 
by hamility and lowlineſs of mind to ac- 
knowledge our own weakneſsand frailty, to 
ſubmit, our judgments to others, as better 
and wiker then our ſelves; to ſubdue our paſ- 
ſions and luſts, from whence the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves Wars and Contentions to come , from our 
Lufts; and to all theſe the Fleſh hath natu- 
rally a relu&tance. Our Student therefore hath 
need to contend with himſelf to be at peace 
with others. 

_ S. Paul was at Athens when he wrote this 
Epiſtle, a famous Univerſity for the ſtudy of 
all liberal Arts and Sciences. I cannot fay 
he had theſe in his thought, when he com- 
mended this ſtudy to the 7 heſſalonians, as an 
Art of more uſe ther any he found at Athens : 
Yet when L fee him fo paſſionately earneſt 
for it, to befeech them to, fludy , we have 
reafon to value it as an Art well worthy of 
Schools, and Profeſlors, and Students. And - 


they would make a Royal Society, whereof the 
King 


1 Theſſ, 4. 17.  n_ 
King himſelf is Maſter , whois our Peace- 


maker b office , and by a care equal tothat, 
hath by rovided, that under Him we may :Tiwn.2.2. 
lee a and quiet life in all godlineff and 


honeſly. He hath little ſenſe of Honour, that 
will not enter himſelf a Student under that 
conduct. The very word for S tudy, $1XoTIneE o- 
'And yet11 cantell them ofa higher School 
for it then this, and wherein Kings them- 
ſelves are content to be Students. Our Lord 
Chriſt, the great Mediator of our eternal 
ace with Heaven, would not be brought 
into the world without a Song of Peace on 
Earth, by Angels: And when he left thes. oi. «4. 
World, bequeathed it as a Legacy after him,” 
My peace I leave with you. And when he comes 
again tojudge the world, weghave reaſon to 
look that he will call us to a reckoning how 
weule his Legacy. And fo he will too; for 
he is That Lord, Matth. 2.4. that when he came 
and found ſome. ſmiting their fellow-ſervants, 
commanding them to be cut aſunder, and have- 
their portion with hypocrites: A puniſhment 
well fitted to the offence ; there-was a ſchiſm 
inthe fault, and there ſhall be another ſchiſm 


in the puniſhment ; they who ſundred and 
P 2 divided 
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divided from their Brethren, ſhould them: 
ſelvs be cut afunder, and have their portion 
with hypocrites. But for the Peace-makers, 
when he comes, he will provide better com- 

Mart. 5-9: Panys for they ſball be called the Children of God. 
Bleſſed are they then whom the-Lord when 
| he comes ſhall find at their ſtudies of that . 
Quiet,which gives them ſo faira Title to Eter- 
nal Reſt abd Peace im Heaven with Chriſt, 
and all the Children of God. 
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A SERMON 
Preached before His 


Majeſty at Whitehall, Merch 18. 1665. 


CE Tits ts. 4. 26 
..---And to do your own bufimeſs. 


%.o.. + 


>2-.2 HE whole Verſe, whereof theſe 
| @X wordsarec a part, isan Exhorta- 
> tion to the {ſtudy of Two lLel- 
£2 fons; One for Ruiet, the other 
for Buſineſs: That ye ſtudy to be 
quiet, and to do your own buſinep. | 
Ofthe former, the laſt time I had the ho- 
nor to be called to this Service, we treated 
particularly ; and it wasa point well, worthy 
our care and ſtudy. But the Leflon we are 
now to learn, ſeems not*much to deſerve or 
need it. | | 
I have not ( Iconfeſs) ſought far for a 
Text,but took that which came next to. hand. 
232-3, Os 
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Of Doing Our Buſineſ, ; 
Nor doth the Text put you to. ſeck far what 
you are to do, It.is but your own buſineſs. In 
both reſpects it may be thought unkit tor this 
Audience, which 1s not of that quality to be 
entertained with no better Provilion than 
what comes next to hand, and eſpecially , if 
that ſhould prove plain and homely, as this is, 
To do our own buſineſs; and as it follows, To work 
with our own hands ; T his is but akind of Mecha- 
nical Doctrine ; and what ſhould that do here 
in Court ? Or q  - 
Not to leave my. ſelf and the Text under 
this prejudice; That I ſought no farther . for 
it, was not of ealineſsor negle, but Choice ; 
Becaule I fpund it not only in conjundtion 
and company with the excellent Stidy of 
Ruiet, to which any kind of retainer at lar 
might deſerve reſpect; but alſo, Becauſe I law 
it ſet by the Apoſtle, ina place of near and in- 
timate relation, a Principle and Foundation to 
it. Thenext way to be quiet abroad, 1s to be 
buſie at home. And though it be but plain Do- 
&rine, 'tis never the worle for that uſe; for 
Foundations are belt, when plaineſt. It is noted as 
a cauſe why men make little proficiency in 
Arts and Sciences, that the Principles and Ele- 
ments are not ſowell ({tudicd as they ſhould be. 
: And 
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And the reaſon why they fall under that neg- 
lect, is, Becauſe none of the great things which 
the Art it ſelf pronulſes, are ſeen in the Princi- 

les at firft. And therefore Quintilian, that the 
Lchollar of his Art might not be diſcouraged 
with the meanneſs of his Firlt Elements, tells 


them, that Latent Fundamenta, conſpiciuntur edifi- 


cia; there is little to be ſeen in the Foundation, 
that lies hid under ground ; all the beauty and 
luſter is in the Superftruction. This doing our 
own buſineſs, T& id mpatley 18 A practical rm- 
ciple, whereupon depends much of the buſt- 
neſs of our whole lives, and ſo hath the fate of 
other foundations, to be little ſeen and regard- 


" ed; It lies low under ground, and weover-- 


look it,- as a thing not worthy any mans 
thought or care. But tq give it the due, we 
mult not look upon what it is in S:ght,but what 
itis in zertne; a Principle and Foundation 
whereupon is built that, which is the defire of 
all good men, the publick peace and quiet of 
the Church and Kmgdom. And then-we may 
allow it to be good Do&trine which hath fo 
good a Uſe. It wa good tree that brings forth 
good fruit. 

But then you will ſay, It muſt be in ſeaſon 


too. Now the wile man tells us, There is a tine Ecclel. 3; 


for” 
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for war, as well as a time for peace. And can it 
then be ſeaſonable again and again thus to im- 
portune the ſtudy of ſuch things as make for 
ce, at a time when we areall, and have 
cauſe to be in preparation for war ? Indeed if 
it were ſuch a. peace, as would weaken the 
hands of any in the purſuit of that Juſt, Ne- 
cellary and Royal Expedition, it were a moſt un- 
ſeaſonable Soleciſm : But we muſt know, As 
there is a War that makesfor Peace,(o there is 
a Peace that makes for War. Unity among our 
ſelves, binds us cloſe together ; we'are the 
ſtronger for it. Fis unita fortior ; in diviſions and 
diſcord, ſtrength is diſtracted and ſcattered ; 
Dune ſinguli pugnant, omnes vincuntur. Domeſtick 
Peace + though it comes not out of the 
Artillery, is good Ammunition for War : And 
it fallsin well too, with the expreſs Letter and 
Doarine of the Text, It is our own buſineſs. As 
it is the proper buſineſs of a King to prote& 
His Subjects from the Infolencies and Injuries 
_ of proudinſulting Neighbours; ſo it is the buſi- 
vs of every good Subjedt too, to afſift Him 


in it with their Lives and Fortunes. Whether 
therefore we ſeek for Peace at home, or have 
cauſe of War abroad, the duty of the Text is 
for us. Weare doing our own bufineſs. But 


though 


Þ 
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though it bea good Foundation;1to/build- of 
every way ;. yet, except - the - Lord build: eht Juſe!, 
their. Iabowr is but loſt that build. Let us therefore 
before we go.farther in the work; 89 to win 
bogs blcking uper it gait 4 nach m—_ 

| That ye fludy wckginh ane bufidfer | OY | 
Take in = «car fudy,”) being torc'd by 
the neecflary conſtruction of Grammar 
and Reaſon: For an objefi withoutan af, im- 
rts nothing : todo our own bufineſs, may 
be x wn 65 ult, as a: duty ; but if ſtudy be 
taken in; the ſenſe is-certain and perfeR.-it is 
that wherein we ſhall do. _— wnploy our * 


ſtudy. As we are to fludy tobe ; WEATe 
to fldy wife ro daour aw buſineſs | 
 Themords will beat two ſeoſesas how are 


two ſorts of \offendets about  buſinels,: nibil.a- 
gemes, and dliud Aﬀentes, And im thewords of the 
Apollle, pund's v epyaComevos, and Tepiepyatomevor 2 2 Theſ3, 
the idle that work nt-at all, and the buſie-bodies ; ſo "1 
we-tranllats. -wis9>pp; The, Text |will 
reach them both, for either it ſetsevery one a- 
work, to find himſelf ſome buſineſs, or it re- 
{trains and confines him to that which is his 
own... 

The Cr— apainſt Ldleneſs, is2 good leſſon, 

Q that, 
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dat} twawaker the day! ſhurgard/ but:/of is 
deze \heep;" for; theyart;as d/Pau {peaks-of 


Tin. s.6. kit ile Wart on w © dex while they live. 


Thereisvp morelife 3n an idle man then in 
an Idol-god, that bath ey#s art fee yet, 9rd ahi hear 
not ; but the other ſenſe ſeems to agree better 
with the feope of the place, atid will afford 
work enoggh for thistime; the-Apoltle ſeems 
co haveoblerved foe: anongrhem roomauch 
bufic$ «1 ade that brought trotble! and 
diſquiet wthemelves and vthers; Tor remedie 
whereof he oy py to look to their own 
budinefs; is ; DIEFTID @ 90025! 1 
1 But how diowal For irermy be a Fauh, | 
z8da'preat one t60; fo to doowr own buſi- 
neſs, as not to regard what becomes f others; 
thatif our own turns boftrvd; amfowe bet 
romaterwho loſs! This wdeſervedly for! 
didden'by our Apoltichindelf ro the Philippi- 
a9, chap."2. ver. 4+ Look mot every muan'on bis 'own 
—— 6xvry man alſo m-che things of others. 
n the 4) 21. þ, complainsofittoo, ' that 
cvety otie fecks' his own, and not the things 
which are ſw Chrifts. Butour own here, and 
our own there, are two different t : That 
which he blames there, js our own 0 intereſt ; 
there tray be too much of our own in that : bur 
that 


that which he commands here, :3zour:own of 
duty and office: In' this 'it muſt ibe* fo .naych 


our own, that it mult be none but. our own. 


Having reduced the words to their proper 
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genuine ſenſe, inthis Leflog: there will fall to 


be learned theſe particulars; | 11 


1. That, here wand ought coupon | 


in buſineſs ; that to every one ' there 


— that he may properly call his owe. DR 


- TheObligaren of Du ty- and Religion. to 
confine bimaſ to that which iS his oven. 


3- The Operation it hath had in the World 

—_ our Quiet or Dulquiet. ': 
. From theſes inferr'd a Neceſsity to Stu- 

dy it; That ye fludy to do your own buſineſs. 

Firſt, That there is a Propriety in Buſineſs. 
This-muſt be laid for a ground); all thereſt 
elſe will falltonothing. It will/beno Religion 
to keep it ; no Sin to break it; no need to 
Study it. 

That which 5, Paul ſpake of the DoArine 
of the Goſpel in general at Epheſur, A-great 


door; and efteflual was opened to him, end there r Cer. 16. 


/ Adverſaries ; 1strue alſo of this parti-** 


were mt 


cular Do&rine of Propriety, It isa door open 
to all wiſe and ſober men; yet'it hath many 
Adverſarics. 


_ 2 There 


122 Of Doing Our Bufmeſs 
'_ -, There'is a buſi humour in the world , to 
lay all common; and it is grown'to be a $e# of 
Religion; yea, more than one; as many as 
there are kinds of Propriety , fo many Sets 
endeavour to fling down the Incloſures. 

I. As firſt, There is a«Propriety in Goods and 
Foſſeſsions; 'and againſt this, there riſes a Set 
of- Levellers, who tell us from the Pſalmiſt, 

Pra. 11s, The: Heavens are the Lords; but the. Earth bath be 
i. ' giventothe Childrenof men : That to which every 
man . hath a 'Right by the Gift of God, the 

Pride 'and Covetouſneſs of a few have en- 
roſs'd, and made their own. : 

2. There is a Right and Propriety of Reſpe# 
and Honour due to fome'above others, Againſt 
this ariſes another Se# of Levellers they call 
Rugkers, who refuſe to give Honour to whom 
Honour belongs :  T bough this: looks like a 
Religion again{t good manners only, or were 
but ſome Quarrel with the Grammarians 
agamft proper Names; the Miſchief of it 
hes. deeper, and is ofthe ſpirit of Anabapriſm, 
who x Long the 'very Powers and Dignities 
themſelves, which they deſpiſe in their Titles; 

-. A4orthey cannot beſo fooliſh, though ſimple 
enough, asito.make:a +Religion of Names 
only. Theſe are dangerous Sets of Levellers 

|: both ; 
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both ; but they lie not in our way. The Text 
toucheth only Levellers of Buſmeſs, who think 
they are not to be barr'd the liberty of doing 
any thing that 1s good ; bonum quo communius ed 
meliur, and ought not to be impropriate to any. 
But that there 1s a Title and Propriety m 
ſome to bufineſs, wherein it is not permitted 
toevery one to interpoſe, a neceſſity in Na- 
ture requires, The World is repleniſhed with 
infinite variety of things, and a great deal 'of 
work is to be done to make them uſeful and 
ſerviceable to us. Now it is not poſſible for 


every one to do all, and hardly all, m any one 


thing, to gain the full uſe and beefit- of it. 
But when the worksare diſtributed ſeverally 
to ſome, the benefit may redound to all. 


23 


All the buſineſs of the world refers either . 


toa Spiritual End, the good of the foul; 'or to 
a Temporal and Civil, our well-being while 
we live here upon earth: And to both theſe 
Ends God hath appointed and aſſigned parti- 
cular perſons; he did not leave them in com- 
mon, In the Temporal there 1s private bul1- 
neſsand publick. For private uſe, as 'in Fa- 
milies, there is the buſineſs of the Husband 
and Wife, the Parent and Children, the Ma- 
ſer and Servants; And out of Families, tor 
| So | _ private 
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private ule likewiſe, : there 1s the buſineſs of 

Sheikriian and Advocates; . Husbandmen, 

Merchants and Mariners, . Mechanicks and 

- Labourers; and all theſe are of private nature, 

though of common benefit. Then is there 

. the publick buſineſs, by whith all theſe are or- 

'r«t.2, dered and governed; and they are by S. Peter 
13 -diftmguiſhedtoour hands, asthat ofthe King 
as Supreme , and of Governars ſent by him ; _ 

they are Magiſtrates and Judges: for Peace, 

' Captains and Commanders for War, - And 

1des theſe, there is the bufine(ſs of Miniſters 

and Aſſiſtants tothe Supreme Power, Coun- 

ſellors, Lawyers, Officers and: Servants; and 

all theſe are for that temporal end. 

And for the Spiritual, whoſe buſineſs refers 
tothe ſoul there 1s likewiſe a Propriety ; as in 
Biſhops to/Ordain, Inſtitute and Order the reſt 
of the Clergy ſpecally, and of the whole Dio- 
ceſs occaſionally, as the neceſſity of it-ſhall 
require. Then is there the biflineſs of the 
Presbyters, 1n the ſeveral parts of the Dioceſs, 
10-2 more Particular and immediate Cure and 
Charge, to be directed by, and accountable to 
the Biſhop. There be others Diaconal and Mi- 
niſterial to both. And all together, Temporal 
and Spiritual, as ſeveral Members, make one 

Body . 
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Body ; and every Member ,: faith the Apoltle;, 
hath not the ſame office ;* Rom. 12. 4. God di- 
vided his Gifts to every one ſeverally as He will, 
1 Cor. 12. 11. he did not ſcatter them m com- 
mon,but divide them, and all hold in ſeveralty. 

And-as'| that Severance/ and Propr: 
ſtands upon good Authority ; ſo Authority was, 
no doubt, induc't upon reaſon of Profit and 
Intereſt. It conduceth more to the common 
good, than: Community it ſelf could. 

Firſt, It b:ings Order into the common 
buſineſs of the world, and that takes away 
confuſion, which never did any thing well. 
To avoid fornication, 1 Cor. 7. 2. let every man 
bave his own wife. Upon the fameEquity , to 
avoid the promiſcuous haſt and curiolity men 
have tommgle with any buſineſs, Let every 
man'hkewie have his own.  - _ 

2. Inreaſon all buſtnefs will be beft done 
too, by thoſe to whom they are peculiar and 
proper. Artifici in fua arte credendum. Men are 

truſted in their own Trades. We truft 
the Lawyer with our Eſtates, the Phyſician 
with our Bodies, I fay nothing of our Souls ; 
we are ſo wile at that work , as to truſt none 
but our ſelves. 

3- Yetthirdly, The nature and condition - 

tne 
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the buſineſs it ſelf, may require it : Some are 
ſo difficult, that every one cannot do, though 


he would.; and ſome are ſo mean, that every 


one would not do, though he could : and all 


are ſuch, as through the mercy of God we 
need not do if wewill, unleſs it be our own 
buſineſs. 

Weare now faln upon the Second Part, that 
as every one hath ſome buſineſs that is his own, 


ſo, Duty and Religion obligeth him totake u n 
him i _— Y; I 


His Leſſon will not beſo eaſily learned , 

as the former: all tai of it ſelf 
ſeems unealie. He that hath no-mind to go a- 
broad,would not be tied to ſtay at home. And 
he that cares for no buſineſs, will take it ill to 
be barr'd any. But this confinement beſides, 
nipsthe growth and encreaſe of , where - 
of they think, more would be done if every 
one have free liberty to. do it ; and therefore 
it isjuſt and realouitile to alſo any One a com- 


.cyrrent juriſdiftion with others in any thing 


thatis otherwiſe good, though that be to go- 
vern with the. King,. to pray and preach, or 
what they pleaſe, with the Prieſt. ' And they 
have as much of propriety as any can have to 


buſi- 
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buſineſs; yet even.'to' theſe, they think any 
man may make a ſufficient title, that-hath «n- 
derſlanding to know what 1s to be done, as well 
as any other, and affefim to do it, perhaps 
more then others. - Andall haverightand n- 
tereſt in the publick, eſpecially. that 'wherein 


27. 


Religion and the foul is concerned ; how God 


may be belt ſerved, and wherein His glory 


may be moſt promoted. Will not all theſe 


make a Title good enough to any bulinels ? 
The Glryof GoD, indeed, isa high and 
over-ruling Title ; if we do not ſet it on our 
own heads, as the manner-s, to make Gods 
glory ſerve our own. Otherwiſe that, and 
the reſt are ſuch things, as all men of wiſdom 
or conſcience ſhould have regard to, in any 
bulaneſs. they undertake ; provided yet it be 
their own. In that every one hath liberty to 
improve his under{tanding and knowledg for 
the beſt, as well for his own foul as the publick 
good : In thatlet the glory of God be the Star 
to guide him. But all theſe do not make-the 
bulaneſs ours; they area good qualification 
in any for buſineſs, yet give no right or Title to 
it. Great knowledg and skill in the Laws will 
not ſet a man upon the Bench; nor of Divinity, 
in the Biſhops Chair ; nor will the dexterous 
R - glb- 
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hb-gifted ton z mar into the Pulpit. 
The muſt be beſides a T itle and Commit 
on to make them ours. | 

But mult all the obligations we have to the 
Publick good, and to Gods honour, ſtoop to Com- 
misfions, Titles and proprieties, which are but the 
creatures and conſtitutions of men ? 

To this queſtion, I anſwer in the words of 
Job, 13.7. Will you ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk 
deceitfully for him ?1t is deceittul talking,to plead 
for God againſt himſelf; for though it ſhould 
be granted, that the ſorting of ſeveral employ- 
ments and fun&tions have Trnnidng of manin 
them, yet the confirmation and approbation 
of God makes it his, and fo divine: be as God 
hath founded a divine Moral law , upon the 
propriety of goods and poſlefſions, how ſhalt 
not ſleal:;” yea} Thou ſhalt not covet that which is 

ers ; and yet it comes not tobe anothers, 

but by humane Laws: So though different ſtates 

of life and employments have ſomewhat mw 

them by diſpoſition of Law,or our own choice; 

yet upon them-wallo founded this moral duty, 

to keep 'within thoſe bounds : For though 

men laid the Land-marks, yet God command- 
ed They ſhould mt be removed, Det. 19. 15. 

It isa kind of Burglary to break mto ano- 

- ther 
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ther mans buſineſs, as well as into another 
mans houſe : or if you will not allow it to be 
theft to have anothers buſineſs found with 
you, as1it is to have anothers goods it is as ill 
astheft in S. Peter's opinion. The Murtherer, the 
Thief, the Evil-doer, the Bufie-body ; there's a Meſſe 
of them, he puts them all alike together, 

1 Pet. 4. 15. 

To ſhut up this point, It the glory of God, 
and the publick Good, - ſach likefis preten- 
ces, might let us looſe upon one anothers bu. 

meſs, it would quickly bring us round, where 
\we were, to that confuſion and diſorder, for 
remedy whereof, the Apoſtle added this Lel- 
ſon tothe former. We ſhall never learn to 
be quiet well, unleſs we learn alſo to _ 
within our own bnlineſs. 

Yet I deny not, but that Diſcord and Diſ- 
ſention have other cauſes beſides; for, of Pride 
cometh comention, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 13.10. And 
from covetouſneſs, ſaith S. James, they deſire, and 
have not, James 4. 2. It istrue of other 
Wrath, Revenge, Envy, Slander, and Cuile- 
fity too, break the peace too often, and had 
need be bound to their good behaviour all : 
Yet we may obſerve it, That none ofall theſe 


do aQually any great miſchief that way till 
R 2 they 
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they firſt bring it tothss, :tullit draws us from 


our own tation, and fling us upon ſome 


thing that is none of our own buſineſs. 


HE truth of his will more fully he ſeen 
 1nthe Third Part, which comes next to 
be conſidered, The Operation it hath had in 
the world, by diſturbin by Peace and &u uiet of 
it. Meum and Tuumn hari: not fill'd it 0 more 
Suits and Contentions in our Goods and Pol- 
ſeſſions, than it hath m the actions and bulineſs 
of our lives, What is our own, and what 1s 
not our own. 
To arraign all that' a are guilty of breaking 
this Rule in ſeveral kinds, would ask a lon 


| pans We will therefore take notice only 


ere of the attempts upon Government and Re- 
ligion, by thoſe whole bulineſs it was not; be- 
cauſe the molt and greatelt tempeſts and 
ſtorms in the Chriſtian World, have blown 
from thatCoalt. 


The Wars and Combuſtions over all laly 


and Germany, in the time of the Henponce 
HENRI the 4t, had their beginning 
from hence. Pope Hildebrand, GREG. vy. 
not content with that which his Charge and 
Office of Biſhop allow'd him, began to mea- 


ſure 
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furc out to himſelf a Greatneſs equal to the 
City he ſerv'd in, which had been Domiciliunt 
Imperii ; firſt brake in upon the Temporal - 
Power , not heard of betore in the Church, 
though then a Thouſand years old : Where, 
for the better ſupport of his Greatneſs, he en- 
deavourfd to get into his Diſpoling, all 
Church-Promotions ; and for that end, call'd 
a Council at Rome of a tew Biſhops for his pur? 
poſe, and there Decreed all Patronages and Do- 
natims by Lay-men, Princes not excepted, to be 
void, and of noeffe& in Law. What could be 
expected from ſo Unyuſt a Decree, but vehe- 
ment Oppolition, and a bloody Diſpute ? 
What troubles the ſame Patronage and Inveſti- 
ture of Biſbops brought preſently after into this 
Kingdom, our Stories are full of. But the an- 
gry Pope, when he ſaw he could not quietly 
enjoy the Rights of the Crown, falls fiercely 
upon the Crown it ſelf, and would be Maſter 
of that too; and then he thought he ſhould 
Rule to purpoſe for the Catholick Cauſe. And 
for an Eilay of this bald Uſurp'd Power, fairly 
Depoſed the Emperor, and abſolv/d his Subjects 
of their Obedience. This was certainly no 
Biſhops buſineſs. He may bleſs the Corona- 
tion, not diſpoſe of the Crown. He may pray 

Or 
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for a Godly and Peaceable Government un- 
der it, not make a prey of it. To abſolve Pe- 
nitents of their Sins, 18a Biſhops work ; not 
of their Duties ; that is not to remit their Sins, 
but to make them Sinners. Now what was 
likely to be theeffec of all this, but that which 
hapned, Wars and Combultions overThe whole 
Empire ? Th, 

Though that = did .not long out-live - 
that Feite of his, yet his Succeſlors and their 
Paraſites have fo ply'd the Cauſe ever ſince 
that time, ſome directly, ſome indirectly, that 
the fireis not yet extinguiſhed. . Now if the 
Pope met with ſome Princes that would not 
endure his Ranging thus in their Dominions , 
but thoughtit high time to quit his Miter, to 
ſecure their Crowns, he may thank himſelf 
for it. They may call it a Schiſm, if they pleaſe; 
but it is a Schiſm without a Sin. That word 
will hurt none ſo much as the Cauſens and 
Authors of it; For it is but-reaſonable and 
juit, T hat if the Pope ygould not know his bu- 
lineſs, that Princes ho d know theirs, This is 
my Ft Inſtance, of the Troubles that by this 
means brake into the whole Church. 

We need not go far from home for ans- 
ther, We werein aſad caſe not long ſince 
in 
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in this Kingdom by a Civil War. IT meddle 
not with the fault, let that ſleep under the 48 
of Oblivion. We may, Itruit, without offence, 
enquire into the cauſe of it. What were they 
doing that gave us that diſquiet ? Look u 

the Standard ſet up for the War; I mean, the 


molt Execrable Covenanr, Ruomodo legis 2 


how read you there ? was it not medling with 
buſineſs was none of their own ? They Cove- 
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nanted fir{t to extirpate the Government of the 


Church eſtabliſhed by Law, T hat Law, with. 


hands hfted up to Heaven, they ſwore they 
would aboliſh. The Legiſlative Power we know 
i whom it is, to make or mend Laws; it was 
none of their buſineſs. In this they were cer- 
tainly too bold with the Kings Sceprer. At the 
next turn they take hold of his Sword too, and 
engage themſelves toa mutual Defence againſt 
all Oppolition. T his alſo was none of their bu- 
ſineſs. For though a Self-defence may be allow'd 
as natural to all; it isagain(t private, not pub- 
| lick Oppoſition; and then too, as Divines 
generally reſolve, Cum moderamine inculpate Tu- 
tele; never to the hurt of others; that is, 
Every man may defend himſelf clypeo, but not 
every one gladio. The Sword is the Kings, 


and He that takes it from any hand ' but His, 
| , where 
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where God hath plac'd it, ſhall periſh with the 
Sword. In this the Covenanters, as ill as they 
like Biſhops, would be,in the Apoſtles phraſe, 
a AoTpio ETiT%0T Oh the worlt ſort of Biſhops, 
that 1s, medlers in buſineſs was none of their 


own. The Worſbppers 'of the Covenant have 


therefore been well dealt with , as the wor- 
ſhippers of the Golden Calf were by Moſes, Exod. 
32, 20. Ashemade them arink that, ſo have 
they been made to eat this; though ſome of 
them be found of ſofooliſhly diſtempered ſto- 
macks, that they.:chooſe rather to part with 
that which 1s their own, than renounce a Buſi- 
nefs was none of their own, But the Cove- 
nant 1s paſt, and let it go. I wiſh for quiet ſake, 
we may never hear of the like again. 

This was tranſient : But there {till remains 
4 permanent and habitual Diſturbance of our 
Peace, in the multitude and ſwarms of Sxzcrs 
and Factions in Religion, to which it 1s vatu- 
_ and-inſeparably inherent : An incurable 

{chief ; like the LZeproſie on the walls, that 
could not be cleanſed, but by pulling down the 
Houſe. From theſe we have felt already but 
too much, and have caule yet to fear more. 

But can we charge them with doing a bu- 
ſinefs is none of their own? Can any thing be 

| more 
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more properly our own buſineſs, than the care 
of our ſouls, and to ſerve God in the beſt manner 
that our underſtandirgs and Conſciences ſhall dire us ? 

They are miltaken that think the Charge 
lies upon this iſſue, what every man may do 
for himſelf and his own falvation. He may 
without queſtion do very much, for he may 


keep all Gods Commandments, it he can; - 


and when he cannot, he may be truly contrite 
and penitent for breaking them ; and then he 
may aſſuredly believe his ſins ſhall be forgiven 
him by the merits and paſſion of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. And again, He may ſerve and 
worſhip God with as much fervency and de- 
votion as he can and will ; he may abound in 
Charity, Meekneſs, Humulity, Patience and 
Temperance, and all other Chriſtian vertues : 


And ſo long as ye thus follow that which is good,laith 


9. Peter, who will harm you ? AndI may ſay LOO, | per. 3. 
who can hinder you in all this? but if he 3: 


makes himſelf a party in a Sef, if there be 
allembling together in companies, gather 
Congregations, corporate in a Body , mo- 
dule Churches, give Laws of Dodrine and 
W orſhip,ſet up Teachers and Leaders of their 
own, to all this they have as little Right, as 
they have need. A man may go far, ye ſee, in 


Sg Religion, 
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to provide againſt it; wherein the care hath 
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Religion, without troubling any ; and if then 
they fall into ſome Error or Misbelief in Reli- 
gion, they ought not to be ſeverely handled ; 
but when they betake themſelves to a Se&,that 
alters the caſe, it will then be compaſſion mi- 
ſtaken. A Locuſt alone 1s no ſuch perilous | 
beaſt to be fear'd or regarded by any; but 
when they come in ſhoals and ſwarms, and 
cover the face ofthe earth, they are a plague 
to the Countrey where they light. Soto look 
upon a Sefary ſingle, who out of f1mplicity 
and good meaning follows his Conſcience, 
our hearts ſhould be every whit as tender for 
them, as their Conſciences are. But if we look 
upon them in Company, they are as ill and dan- 
erous as the company they are found in ; and 
the danger of all popular Meetings, and Aſſo- 
ciationsto a State,makes it the proper buſineſs 
ofa King and his Miniſters to look to it, and 


been taken, deſerves a juſt commendation. 
And yet when I aſſert and refer this buſi- 
neſsto the K ING, Ilooktobe call'd toan 
account for that ; For they take the boldneſs 
by way of recrimination , to turn the Text 
upon the King himſelf, That His Power is 
Civil , and Maners of the Church and Religion 


are 
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are Ecclefiaſiical, and ſo none of his bulineſs, 
T his is, I confeſs, too weighty a matter to 
be here thruſt into the corner of a Sermon ; 
yet it will be neceſlary to ſay ſo muchas may 
ſomewhat lay that loud clamour againſt it : 
For the Papiſts and Presbyterians both, how ll 
ſoever they may agree in other matters , hunt 
in couples again{tthe Kings Power and S {- 
PREMACT. But as we denie not all to others 
in their places; ſo we claim not all for the 
King. If I ſhall but only now ſet out His 
Bart in matters of the Church, it will appear 
ſufficiently, that he is Refur in Curia, fands 
rightin the Text, and takes not upon him 
buſineſs which is not his own. FRITEY 
We acknowledge the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 
to be two diſtin Powers ; and though they 
may be both in one Perſon, and were origi- 
pally ſo; yet by the Divine, poſitive Laws both 
of Jews and Chriſtians , they were ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed, that though one perſon were capable 
of both, ,yet not without a lawful Tizle and In- 
veltitureto either. I cannot therefore think, 
That the King isan Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, who 
was never Ordained or Conlecrated to be ſo. 
Therefore when ſome Learned in our Laws 
affirm, That the K ING is Supreme Ordi- 


S 2 nary; 
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nary, and mixta perſona, it mult be underſtood 
in ſome other ſenſe, and for ſome other pur- 
poſe; for we donot hnd that he attempts the 
doing any thing that 1s the proper act of an 
Eccleliaſtical Perſon. ; 

Yes, they ſay, he claims by his Title of 
S _— To govern all perſons in all cauſes, as 
well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, 

We acknowledg this to be his juſt Title ; 
but deny, that he Joth any thing by it, which 
15 not properly his own bulineſs, and in Fight 
of hiz Crown. That he is the Fountain alfs 
of all Ecclelaſtical Juri{di&tion, though it be 
not exprelly in his Title, we acknowledge to 
be in his Power. But here I muſt crave leave 


' toſay ſomething of the nature and notion of 


Jur15D1cT10N, though it ſhall taſt ſome- 
what of the race and harſhne(s of the School ; 
yet much of the Caſe depends upon i, and no 
little miſtakes there are about it. 

It is agreed generally, That there is m the 
Churcha Power of Orders, and a Power of 
Juriſdifica diſtin; that is, for the Power, 
though not diſtm& in the obje and matter of 
that power ; for that is the ſame in both : As, 
preaching Gods Word, adminiſtring the Sa- 
craments, or the Cenſures of the Church, are 


of 
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of the power of Orders. And the putting all , 
or any of theſe in execution, is by a power of 
Juriſdifion. T he former,as Divines dilt;nguiſh, 
isa power 1n habitu, the other in au. So that 
Juriſdifion 18 nothing elſe, but a power to do aflu- 
ally, what was potentially or habitually receiv'd in 
Orders. 

I do not here take Juriſdifion- in the ſtrict 
vulgar ſenſe, to be a power jus dicendi inter partes 
litigantes only, as the word imports; but more 
largely, as it reacheth to any ac of Order, 
without which it cannot lawfully be put in 
execution. 

Now the Queſtion here will be, How a 
King can be the Fountam of the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
diction us din his Dominions, who neither givs Orders 
himſelf , not executes any ; that is, hath neither power 
of Orders, nor Power of Juriſdifion ? 

My Anſwer to this Queſtion, is, That the 
Kings Power lies without both theſe, and is 
that which gives Commiſſion and Faculty to 
perſons ordained to execute their Orders 
within his Dominions. And the Reaſon, 
Ground and Neceſlity of that 1s, Becaule the 
Eccleſiaſtical Fun&ion cannot be put in exe- 
cution, but by ſuch ways and means as are ab- 
{olutely and origially in the King and inRigyt 
of his Crown. As firſt, There 
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There mult be ſome Subjefs upon whom 
they may execute their Eccleliaſtical Orders , 
now all the Subjects within his Dominions , 
are the Kings, who mult of neceſſity loſe fo 
much of the Right he had in them, as any o- 
ther allumes without Him. From hence 
grows his Right to order and conttitute Dis- 
ceſſes and Parithes,and to ſet them their bounds 
and limits; that is, upon which of his Sub- 
jets, and how far he will allow them reſpec- 
tively to execute their Orders; for —_— 
thoſe bounds, it 1s not, nor 1s us'd to be taken 
for any part of their bulineſs. 

To the publick exerciſe of Religion the peo-. 
ple muli meet together. And all aſſemblings of 
people together, are abſolutely in the Power of 
Princes ; all States in all times have ever been 


jealous of them, and provided ſevere Laws 


_ againſt them, for it is impoſſible, be the pre- 


tences of meeting never fo fair, to govern peo- 
ple,and keep them quiet long, it they may Go 
liberty to flock together at their pleaſures. 
When they are met together, there muſt be 
ſome to teach and inſtru} them. How dange- 
rous a thing it is promiſcuoully to ſuffer Ha- 
rangues and Orations to be made to the people 
by ſuch who poſtibly may be Trumpets of 
Sedi- 
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Sedition ; who by {landering the Govern- 
ment, and ſpeaking evil of Dignities, may in- 
Hame people to Rebellion ? We have known 
ſuch things done. It is therefore neceſlary , 
that none be allow'd that liberty to ſpeak to 
Multitudes aſſembled together, but ſuch with 
whom a King may ſafely truſt his people. And 
this gives him a Right and Capacity of Patro- 
nage and Nomination to Eccleſiaſtical Charges ? 

Leſt the Dofrine which they teach the 
people, ſhould be ſuch as would amuſe them 
with Novelties, or occaſion Alterations, and 
foment Diviſions, or any way diſturb .the 
Peace of the Kingdom ; it 15juſt and reafon- 
able that the King ſhould confine them with- 
in the compaſs of certain Articles and Do- 
Arines of Religion, which gives Him a Right 
to that, which im other reſpedts, no doubt, L 
longs to the care of the Church. 

But beſides the Articles of Peace, we fhnd 
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that the King in His Laws declares what 15 


Hereſie : That, ifany thing,ſeems to be the pro- 
per work of the Eccleſ1altical Power ; yet even 
1u that he 1s not out at his own Civil bulinels. 
For ſeeing meer Eccleſiaſtical Cenfſures are 
found not to be of ſufficient force to ſuppreſs 


dangerous and Heretical Opinions, without 
the 
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theyule of the rewporal Sword : Out of the care 
the King hath ot the Lives and Eſtates of His 
Subjes, he will not let His Sword looſe to the 
will of others, who by declaring what they 
pleaſe to be Herelte, may bring them in peril , 
He therefore conhnes them to ſuch cafes only , 
wherein He is content His Sword ſhould be 
made uſe of.. This 1s all, and is that which 
mult be allowed to be the proper bulinels of the 
King to aſſign, how far, and in what caſes His 
Temporal Power and Sword ſhall be em- - 
ploy , and can be noinvading the Eccle- 
ialtical. 

But laitly, Is not this the ſame wrong and 
illufzon we charge the Fope with, who in order 
to his Spiritual End, Uſurps the Temporal 
Power; ſo the King in order to his Temporal 
Government, et, the Eccleliaſtical * 

No, the cale is far different ; If the Pope - 
did order temporals by ſpiritual means only , 
i, e. Eccleſiaſtice , we had the leſs to ſay againſt 
him ; he is not out of the way of a Biſho 
pom though he ſhould abuſe it. But he for 

1s ſpiritual end,uſurps temporal means, and takes 
upon him to diſpoſe of temporal Eſtates,that is 
none of his buſineſs. But the King in ordering 
Eccleſiaſtical things to? His temporal end, uſes 
no 


JM 
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no Eccleſiaſtical means, but temporal ly, 
which are his proper buſineſs, He doth not 
excommunicate the Pope out of the Church, 
as the Pope would do him out of his temporal 


Dominions. But the King, if hg ſee caule, 


0p: 


may baniſh him and his Emiſflaries out of his 


Kingdom. That cannot be deny'd to be the 
proper buſineſs of a King to fecure and free his 


Kingdom from any thing that is deſtructive 


to it. Now if in all this the King moves not out 


of his own civil Sphere, to return toour Sefa- 
ries, who put us upon this digrefſion, they {till 
remain as we left them, guilty of doing much 
that 15 none of their own Palkela 

W hat then 1s to be done with them ? Ac- 


cording to a late Statute, a Mittimus Ithnk) 


might be made to ſend them to priſon; but 
the Apoſtle here deals more kindly with them, 
and ſends them only to School to ſtudy better, 
which 1s my Fourth and laſt Point. 


Hat ye ſtudy to do your own buſinef. T will 

take no more out of the word Study, 

then what any one underſtands to be init; A 

ſerious weighing and conſidering of the matter; 
and there 1s need of it. 

The firſt thing the Student is to do before 

T he 
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he takes in hand any matter of importance, to 
ſet down and conſider whether it be his owh 
buſineſs, or no-; what Title he can make to te. 
It is utterly a fault amongſt us, to think that 
no part of our buſineſs, to conſider whether 
it be our buſineſs or no. If a qualm comes o- 
ver the ftomack, that we begin to grow Go- 
vernment-fick, or that the Ceremonies and Su- 
perſtitions of the Church offend us, preſently 
without further diſpute, what ever comes of 
it, it is reſolved we will havea better Govern- 
ment, and a more pure and reformed Church. 
T hat is commonly concluded, before this be 
diſputed. No good Student will do ſo, con- 
clude without premiſes. We mult ſee whe- 
| ther it be our own bulineſs firſt, how we can 
derive a Title to it. | 

We know;thatGovernment and Religion come 
both originally from God; to which none can 
have Right, but they to whom God hath ſet 
over, and entruſted the Care and Charge of 
either; Our part is to ſee by what mean Con- 
peyance it comes from them to us. If we have 
nothing to ſhew that either of them have 
been particularly committed to us, we may 


fafely and certainly conchade, it ts none of our 
buſineſs. , 


Every 
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Every Student muſt k wen a | 
thod in his ſtudy; whereof one Rule is, To. 
proceed a manifeſtis ad obſcuriora: Let him be- + 
at that which is without queſtion his own 
neſs. Hath he done all that belongs to his 
poo place and Function, which is certainly 
own? Or hath hea Family at home to go- 
vern, that no doubt is his too? Are his Wife, 
and Children, and Servants well ordered, all 
as they ſhould be? S. Paul gives a charge to 
Ti ny 4 not to ſet a —_— over the Church , 
avho hath » hops own Family well. 
Though ſome = Jo a Family without, yet 
every one hath a Family within, anda large 
one too: To rule his paſſions and inordinate 
defires only, ask i world of work, and they 
will find it ſo, when ever they fet themſelves 
uponit. 
What a prepoſterous method and courſe is 
- ittohunt cagerly after Liberty from ſome ima- 
ginary Preſſure in Government, or ſome poor 
Ceremony inthe Church, while in the mean 
time we are true ſlaves to ſome baſe, vile luſt 
within us. Here we ſhould begin to ſet our 
ſelves at hberty from our ſelves. And this the 
method of Charity requires, as well as the me- 
thod of Arr. Charity begms always at home, at 
T 2 1 2 
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our own buſineſs. Tartumne. ab re tua otii eſt tibi, 
was well ſaid in the Comedy, Aliena ut Cures. 

. True Charity will find no leiſure for other's 
work, till her own be done, If this method 
were carefully obſerv'd, the world would be 
a great deal quieter then it 1s. 

3. Study will be therefore needful in this caſe, 
becauſe otherwiſe unconſidering men are apt 
to be carried away with the fair ſhew of Zeal 
and Religion in a others ; they take it 
for a wrong from any that think not fo of it : 
But by con{ideripg well, they will find theys 
are diſappointed of that hope; for whatſoever 
ſets them on work, it cannot be true Religion, 
that is not contrary to it ſelf, All CR 
know, that One truth is not repugnant to an- 
other ; nor one vertue to another. 

i. FReligiondoth not make men fools,to employ 
themſelves in that whereof there comes no 900d. 
All we do in:other mens buſineſs, runs waſt. 
SD. Paul, 2 Theſſ. 3. 11. calls it idlenef, ni 
£ Pu Gotyous GANG TEpiepyaGoſires, working not at 
all ; but are buſie-bodies ; buſ1e;and yet not work 
at all.He fays the ſame of his Fidows of pleaſure, 

1 Tim. 5. 3. That they were apy=i and Tepizpyor, 
idle, and buſte-bodies both. He thinks that not 
worthy to be call'd buſineſs, which is not | 


A our OWn. | And 
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And yet, Secondly, There isa worſe mat- 3. 
ter in it than' 1dleneſs. It charges our account 
more than needs;* and there is no Wiſdom in 
that ; for when the Conſcience brings us in 
more work than cither God or Man particu- 
larly requires, though it be not our own of 
Duty here, it will be our own in Account here- 
after : For the conſcience of doing it, makes 
It ours howſoever; and ſo guilty both of it, 
and all the miſcheif that comes by it. 
'Tis againſt Juſtice : That doth ſuum cuique 3. 
- tribuere. Juſtice lets every man enjoy his own. 
He that takes upon him another mans buſineſs, 
becauſe he can do it better, (for that's the great 
pretence, to do that which 1s beſt )) may as well 
take another mans Purſe, becauſe he will ſpend 
the money better. I think we will hardly allow 
of that Juſtice. 
'T i8again(t Hope,that Chriſtian hope which 4: 
ſupports us in all our Sufferings and AfMidti- 
ons. Whereof, when S. Perer, 1 Ep. 4. c. had _ 
for the conſolation of his Countrey-men, ſcat- 
tered abroad, pour'd out a plentiful meaſure, 
V. 13. 14. Rejoice, in as much ye are partakers of 
Chriſts ſufferings, that when hi glory ſhall be re- 
veal 'd, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy.Ver. 14. 
I If ye be reproached for the Name of Chriſt, happy are 
| | #65 
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ye ; for the Spirit of Glory, and of God reſteth upm 
you. But preſently in the very next words, 
ver. 15. he puts nan exception to buſte-bo- 
dies; they have no part or {hare in that con- 
ſolation ; Let none of you ſuffer as a Murtherer, or 


a Thief, or a Buſie-body. T hey have as little right 
to the comfort in ſuffering, as they had tothe 


buſineſs for which they ſuffer. 

Laſtly, As it diſappoints them of the hope 
of that Mercy from God , fo it caſts them into 
the ſnare of the Devil, It was ſafe and wiſe Coun- 
ſel the Apoltle gives, Eph. 4. 27. Not togive + 
place to the Devil. He whoſe bulic thoughts car- 
ries him abroad, to pry into, and meddle in 
others buſineſs, gives place to the Devil in the 
mean time to enter in, ranſack and diſorder all 
at home, where there 1s none to reſiſt him: 
There isno better fence againit the Devil, than 
thus, ſi invenerit occupatos, fe finds us diligently 
employ'd at home in our own bulinels. 

If for all this, the medlmg Reformers of 
others would be thought the men of Religion, 
and of the firſi rate tOO; Let them know, That 
itis of ſucha Religion as hath neither Prudence 
in it, nor Charny,nor Juflice,nor Hope,nor Safety. 
And when he hath weigh'd all theſe nuſchiefs 
that follow the breaking this Rule ; 


Let 
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Let him in the next place, conlider the be- 


nefit that comes by keeping it. At that I began, 


and with that I will conclude. This Leifbn 
was ſet us of purpoſe by the Apoſtle to ſecond 


and enforce the other of Peace and Quiet. The 
belt way to be quiet with others, is to be bulte 
with our ſelves. It is the natural. and genuine 
effe of it. All diſcord and diflention mult be 
between two, either perſons or parties; and 


_ that which commonly kindles the fire, is envy, 


or ſome ſuppoſed injury ; now he that intends 
his own banc only, can giveno occalzon to 
others, ofeither envy or complaint ; and ſoin 
recompence of keeping to his own buſineſs , 
he ſhall quietly fit under his own Vine, and 
under his own Fig tree; he ſhall have own 
for own. 

Laſily, Belides this outward quiet with 0- 
thers, 1t will produce another within us, the 
quiet and tranquillity of the Conſcience, without 
which outward peace may prove to ſome but 
a quiet paſſage here, to eternal miſery hereaf- 


ter. But this makes ita thorough = both. 


or it layes 


{1des alike, within and without ; 
thoſe bulie, unſatighed thoughts within us, 
which otherwiſe gives trouble both to our 
{elves and others; That when we ſee not, or 


think. 
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think we ſee not all things ſo well carried in 
the Church and Government, as:we could 
wiſh ; yet having gone as far to mend it, as 
the line of our own buſineſs will reach, and the 
fartheſt end of that 1s, having peacgably movd 
for it, and heartily pray'd foraty' we may with 
a ſafe and quiet Gonſcience, leave the reſt to 
God, and thoſe to whom he hath commutted 
that Care and Charge, whoſe proper bulincls 
itis. And as many as walk according tothis Rute, 
Peace be mthem, and Mercy from the God of 
Peace and Mercy; To whom be all honour, 
glory and praiſe, for ever. Amen. 
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